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Flowers and Plants of Victoria and Tasmania 
by G. R. Cochrane, B. A. Fuhrer, E. R. 
Rotheram, John & Marion Simmons & J. H. 
Willis, Reed, Sydney 1980, 176 pages, 
illustrated, $23-95. 

Gulde to Flowers and Plants of Tasmania, 
edited by Mary Cameron for the Launceston 
Field Naturalists Club, Reed, Sydney, 1980, 
120 pages, illustrated, $23.95. 

At a time when reference books and other 
authoritative texts are becoming almost pro­
hibitively costly it is somewhat ironical that 
popular and semi-popular natural history books 
containing hundreds of colour plates have 
become relatively inexpensive and well within 
reach of the enthusiast. When attractive 
presentation and moderate cost are combined 
with otherwise all too seldom encountered 
scientific backing and professional approach 
as found in Reed publishers' Flowers and 
Plants series covering wildflowers of most of 
southern Australia, very good value for money 
results. It is the first published of this series, 
Flowers and Plants of Victoria, now in a third 
edition revised to include Tasmanian plants, 
and a new book, devoted to Tasmanian 
wildflowers alone, that are the subject of this 
review. 

In Flowers and Plants of Victoria and 
Tasmania 653 numbered colour plates depic­
ting almost as many species are presented, ar­
ranged in 18 eco-geographical groupings, 16 
for Victoria and two for Tasmania. The general 
text consists of an introduction, including a 
brief glossary, and short essays on features of 
each of the habitats or geographic regions, 
with frequent cross-references to the plates. 
Each plate is accompanied by a paragraph of 
text providing vernacular and botanical names, 
details of habit, habitat, important or striking 
features, geographical occurrence and any 
points of interest. Occasionally there is more 
extensive discussion. There are separate in· 
dexes. covering vernacular and botanical 
names, for the Victorian and Tasmanian 
sections. 

With such a large number of species il­
lustrated and an informative text, this attractive 
book has already proven itself in earlier edi­
tions as a useful reference work and field 
guide. A comment on the general text on 
vegetation types is, however, warranted. · 1n 
the Western Australian and New South Wales 
books of this series the short essays on dif­
ferent habitat types have been limited to a 
general introduction and a description of the 
main features and species of the habitats. I 
find this more informative and easier to digest 
than the detailed accounts of large numbers of 
species often found in this book. Apart from a 
tendency to repeat information presented 
elsewhere there is also the inefficiency of hav-

IN REVIEW 
ing information on one species presented in 
two places. 

So far as the main section of the book, 
containing the colour plates and accompany­
ing text, is concerned. it is disappointing that 
scarcely any improvements or revisions have 
been made. By and large the colour plates are 
of a high standard technically and in composi­
tion and little has been lost in cropping to the 
smaller format in this edition. Indeed there are 
some improvements in reproduction as can be 
seen for example in the sharper images of 
plates 358 and 359, Narrow and Broad­
leaved Peppermints. But one might well have 
hoped for some of the inferior plates such as 
46 Scaly Buttons, 4 7 8 Cabbage Fan-palm, 
533 Orange Everlasting and 534 Alpine 
Astelia to have been replaced. 

Incorporation of name changes resulting 
from major taxonomic revisions would not have 
been too much to expect in a revised edition -
but this has not been done and we therefore 
have, for example, several species still il­
lustrated as Kochia when these have been 
known as Maireana for some time in the 
botanical community and increasingly so 
among amateurs. The field user is certain to 
find the change from an arrangement of the 
plates into sections with headings to simply a 
continuous catalogue of numbered plates in 
this edition inconvenient. The page numbers of 
the sections of plates do not even appear in 
the list of contents and an Index on page 1 6. 
first has to be found and then consulted to find 
the appropriate plates. 

With many species common to Tasmania 
and Victoria, a work treating the floras of these 
States together might seem worthwhile. I am 
not entirely convinced of this. In this book the 
Tasmanian section is appended rather than in· 
corporated- there are even separate Indexes, 
despite the number of common species. 
Hence, although a species like Hakea nodosa 
occurs in both states it is indexed only under 
Victoria. However, the general text on the 
Tasmanian vegetation types, though not index­
ed, does include references to some plates in 
the Victorian section where these are relevant. 

Although a little disappointing, Flowers 
and Plants of Victoria and Tasmania is without 
doubt one of the better colour plate books on 
wildflowers available in Australia today. It has 
uses well beyond decorating bookshelves and 
coffeetables. This book will be a worthwhile 
addition to the library not only of the profes· 
sional but also of the amateur botanist and of 
those with , a more general interest in natural 
history . The inclusion of Tasmanian 
wildflowers and plants will be more useful to 
some than others and many will prefer to have 
the separate book dealing with this subject in 
more detail. 
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Mary Cameron and the Launceston Field 
Naturalists Club are to be congratulated on 
their excellent Gulde to Flowers and Plants of 
Tasmania. This attractively presented book 
containing 300 colour plates of Tasmanian 
plants, accompanied by brief descriptions, is 
of good size for use in the field, even in a 
rucksack on extended walks. It contains a 
useful glossary with some illustrations and a 
brief though informative account of the climate 
and vegetation of the island. The arrangement 
of the main part of the book is very similar to 
others in the series as described above. ln this 
case the plates are divided Into sections with 
headings and a section on widespread plants 
has been included. The latter should prove 
very useful, since it simultaneously allows the 
more commonly encountered plants to be 
featured while not restricting treatment to one 
region as In the other books. 

Unqualified recommendations by a 
reviewer of any book is a rare occurence and 
in this case there are some minor deficiences. 
The plates are for the most part of a high stan­
dard, useful, and pleasing to view. However, 
out-of-focus plates such as 61 Eucryphia 
lucida, 96 Drosera arcturi, 11 9 Grev/Ilea 
austtalls and 1 93 £xocarpos cupressifotmis 
not only detract from the rest of the work but 
also convey llttle information for identification. 
The map depicting the different vegetation 
areas·in various hues of green is not particular­
ly clear-some of the areas are very difficult to 
distinguish-and the addition of landmarks 
such as towns, mountain peaks and possibly 
even main roads would have made it much 
more useful. In the glossary a concerted at­
tempt has clearly been made to explain terms 
in simple English-but some errors have crept 
in. To describe the calyx as "the outermost 
ring of floral bracts" is misleading, since the 
calyx is part of the flower, while the term 
"bract" is generally reserved for structures 
subtending the whole flower or inflorescence. 
Cross-references to the diagrams. where 
these illustrate terms explained in the 
glossary, would have been helpful, as would 
have been the inclusion of a drawing of 
generalised flower. The figure labelled "den­
tate" in fact illustrates a crenate margin. 

To achieve its aim as a general guide, a 
book such as this, providing illustrations for 
identification of only a portion of the whole 
flora of the region covered, must be complied 
with careful thought about the selection of 
species to be Included. In this sense the book 
is without doubt a success, as it deals with a 
wide range of families, genera and species, 
and the representation of conspicuous and im­
portant species is good. Nevertheless there is 
room for improvement 1n the coverage of the 
more commonly encountered plants. For ex­
ample, In the vegetation text there are no 
fewer than 27 species referred to as important 
in various vegetation types but not illustrated 
at all. A plant as interesting and lmportant as 
the cushion plant, Abrotanel/a forsterioides, 
-:, ,;{\ 

should have been illustrated, but is only given 
a passing mention on page 30. To record ex­
amples of other minor errors such as the 
description of the fruit of Cyathodes straminea 
as a "flattened red berry" yet on the same 
page that of C. petiolaris correctly as a "small 
red drupe", or the incomplete statement of 
range of some species, such as O/earia 
phlogopappa and Cotula fl/lcula, in both of 
which the NSW occurrence is omitted, would 
be almost carping. This is especially so In view 
of the essential absence of printing errors and· 
of errors in botanical names. all too otten en­
countered in publications of this kind. 

The several criticisms made above are all 
quite minor and scarcely diminish the excellent 
contribution of this little book. Guide to 
Flowers and Plants of Tasmania is recom­
mended as an invaluable handbook which will 
fill a need among amateurs, botanists, and field 
naturalists alike and complement existing 
highly regarded works on the Tasmanian 
flora. -Laurie Haegi, Senior Botanist, National 
Herbarium of New South Wales. 

A Field guide to Reptiles of the Australian High 
Country by Robert Jenkins and Roger 
Bartell, lnkata Press, Melbourne 1980, 278 
pages, illustrated, $17.95. 

This book is a field guide to the reptiles 
that inhabit the area above 500 metres in 
southwestern mainland Australia - an area 
that is probably second only to the beaches of 
Australia in the number of leisure time visitors it 
receives. 

The book succeeds in its primary purpose 
of allowing the identification of the reptiles, 
largely on the strength of the colour plates. 
These alone. will help most people to identify 
the majority of species that inhabit the area 
concerned. The text accompanying the plates 
is generally helpful, although a few terms 
escape definition. An example is the various 
shields on the tortoise shell (p77), the palatine 
bones (p138) and pterygoid bones (p192) . . 

However, the book falls short in its secon­
dary purpose of providing information on the 
biology of the reptiles of the area and their 
relatives . Some of the more egregious ex­
amples include the reference to Proteroglyph 
snakes, the group to which all Australian 
venomous snakes belong, which are describ­
ed as having the fang "preceded by a number 
of much smaller teeth" on page 52 rather than 
'followed by'. Another error occurs on page 
80 where all dragons, agamids, are said to be 
oviparous when in fact Asian species are 
ovoviviparous. Physignathus is said to be 
"distributed throughout continental Australia" 
(p90) but lt Is only found along the east coast. 
Geckos are described as being "nocturnal" , 
having "elliptical pupils", "immovable eyelids" 
and as being ''oviparous" producing "hard, 
calcified-shelled eggs" (p98) . ln fact some 

geckos are diurnal and have circular pupils, the 
genera Lygodactylus and Phelsuma, others 
have moveable eyelids, the subfamily 
Eublepharinae, some are ovovlviparous, the 
New Zealand species, and some lay soft­
shelled eggs such as the subfamily Diplodac· 
tylinae to which most Australian species 
belong. 

Misspellings, tautologies and misusages 
also occur indicating that the authors were on 
unfamiliar ground in places. An example being 
"Jacobson's organ" which is constantly 
misspelled (pp35, 36 , and 273) and "postanal 
tail" which is a recurring tautology. 

There are also a few observations that are 
so remarkable that they should be the subjects 
of scientific papers instead of buried in this 
popular field guide. The most remarkable of 
these is the observation that Leiolopisma 
mustelina has "communal ovip0sition sites 
which are visited annually by the same in­
dividuals" (p167). Communal nesting Is well 
known In this and other lizard species but to 
my knowledge this Is the first observation that 
the same female returns to the same site In dif­
ferent years. 

ln general, the book can be recommended 
to visitors to the high country who want to 
identify reptiles and who appreciate the 'point 
to the picture' approach to identification. 
However, the book cannot be recommended 
to those readers wishing to find reliable infor­
mation on the reptiles of the high country and 
their relatives who might lack the knowledge to 
evaluate critically the information given in the 
text. Allen Greer, Curator of Herpetology, The 
Australian Museum. 



HURLEY PORTRAITS IN FOCUS 
In this series of portraits by James Francis 

Hurley (1885- 1 962) we are taken into the 
world of the people who inhabit what was 
some of the most inhospitable and unknown 
regions of western Papua. Taken during 
Hurley's many expeditions to Papua New 
Guinea, these photographs form part of an ex­
tensive collection of Hurley photographs held 
on glass negative by the Australian Museum. 

James Francis Hurley had an exciting life , 
being dubbed an 'explorer' , 'adventurer' , 
'pioneer' , 'aviator' , 'photographer' and 'film­
maker'. Participating in most of the great 
events of his day Hurley was on the first 
Australas ian Antarctic Exped it ion of 
1911 - 1913, led by Douglas Mawson, the Ill­
fated !rans-Antarctic expedition with 
Shackleton in 1 91 4-1 91 6, the Australian Ex· 

pedilionary Forces in 1 91 7 - 1 91 8 (where he 
held the rank of captain}, the Ross and Keith 
Smith England to Australia flight, on the 
Australian lap, 1 920, and , last but not least, 
his many expeditions in post-World War 1 to 
Papua New Guinea and the Torres Straits 
Islands. 

----

Bust of a man from Lake Murray. (All photos from original negatives made by Kate Lowe. 
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Native with mourning bands from the Urama Village, Urama, 
Purarl Delta Region, Gulf Division. 



Man of the Ubir Tribe, North East Division, Wan/gels, 
Collingwood Bay. 
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Woman of Goaribari Island, Kerowa, Goaribari Island. 
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Man of Goaribari Island. 
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'Coir', chief of civil affairs, Urama, Purari Delta Region, Gulf 
Division. 



THE WORLD OF 
AUSTRALIAN NATURAL HISTORY 
No. 5 Venomous 
Australian Animals. All 
you need to know about 
stingers, biters and scrat· 
chers. Plus turtles, and 
c·uttlefish. 

Backnumbers available now 
(at the cover price plus a $A 1 ,00 service 
charge) 
Fill in the subscription form provided 
specifying issue of interest. 

No. 6 Dingoes - Friends 
or Foe? An intensive 
study of this controversial 
dog. Plus Native Orchids. 

No. 7 Australia 's Flora -
Special experts write 
about Australian native 
plants - polllnatlon by 
birds, bees and possums 
- continental drift and 
the origin of Australian 
plants. Mans effect on 
native flora. 

No. 8 Funnel Web Spiders 
- the facts and myths -
antivenene and treatment. 
Plus the woodchip con­
troversy and the future of 
Teranl,i Creek, Australia's 
best known rainforest. 
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