
















Axe-grinding grooves at 
Castlereagh. on the Nepean 

River, N.S.W. 

It is not uncommon to come across in the 
bush, in a creek bed or beside a pool inter­
mittently fill ed with rain water, large smooth 
grooves a foot or less long and several inches 
wide and deep. From one to several dozen 
may be seen together, occasionally hundreds 
at one site ; on the eastern bank of the 
Nepean River at Castlereagh thousands of 
these grooves are abraded in the soft sand­
stone rocks for half a mile along the river. 
which covers many of the rocks. These 
are the grooves in which the Aborigines 
ground and sharpened their axe blades. 
Grooves, severa l feet long, of this kind at 
the Nepean River site may have been used 
for smoothing club and spear shafts. 

The remaining evidence of Aboriginal 
occupation is the shell and ashy soil de­
posits left at their camp sites along estuary 
and river banks and coastal dunes. One still 
under the esplanade at Bondi was the fir st 
local site at which a beautifull y made spear 
point, known as the Bondi point, was col­
lected and described in a scientific paper. 
Another one at Quibray Bay, George's 
River, has been obliterated by the suburban 
development of this locality. These middens 
contain implements and burials. Their 
scientific excavation by trained experts 
wi ll reveal the story of the occupation 
of this part of Austral ia by the Aborigines. 
and for this reason they a re worthy of pro­
tection until archaeology gains more impetus 
in this country. 

. In regard to antiquity, it might be men­
ttoned that three prehistoric cultural periods 

June, 1961 

have been established by the author in the 
sandstone country. One, the latest, is the 
Eloueran, in which ground-edge axes and 
knives were the main implement types as­
sociated with the Elouera adze flake, burin. 
fabricators and other fl ake tools; this was 
preceded by the Bondaian period, in which 
the Bondi point and geometrical microliths 
are associated with the Elouera, burin, fab­
ricator and scrapers, and in which the 
ground-edge axe has only recently been 
found. The third and oldest period yet 
established is the Capertian, characteri zed 
by large cores and blocks and burins, and 
with nosed concave and convex scraper 
edges, and saw edges, on large primary 
flakes and blades. There is at present no 
definite link between these three prehistoric 
periods and the various phases of rock en­
gravings and paintings in the sandstone area. 
but precise archaeological work in the 
future will no doubt establish this relation­
ship. 

One of the most diffic ult problems re­
specting these Aboriginal reli cs is their pro­
tection from vandals and constructing auth­
orities. Many groups of engravings which 
were in comparatively inaccessible bushland 
a few years ago are now fringed by housing 
developments, the residents of which have 
chopped their initi als all over the figures. 
Unless local councils and residents take 
steps to preserve these reli cs many of them 
will share the fate of those which have been 
obliterated in the inner suburbs . 

[Photos in this article are by the author.] 



These earwig are: Left, 
a species of Apachyus, 
found under the bark of 
Snow Gums on the 
highest parts of the 
Northern T ablelands of 
New South Wales. Centre 
(top), For{icula auricul­
aria, the common Eur­
opean earwig. Centre 
(bottom), Labiduw rip­
aria, a cosmopolitan 
species and probably the 
commonest At1stralian 
earwig. Ri ght, Titano­
la bis eo/ossea, found in 
N.S.W .. the largest ear­
wig known. (Natural 
izes a re about two-thirds 

of tho e in the photo ). 

Pho to.- lloward Hughes. 

Earwigs 
Uy F.. T. G ILF.S 

D epartment of Zoology, University o f New England, New South Wales 

E ARW IGS seem to be better known to 
people living in Britain than to Austra­

lians. One species is very common all over 
the British Isles and often comes into houses 
in quite large numbers. It is, in fact. a 
rather serious pest in ga rdens and orchards. 
The Australian native earwigs are of very 
retiring habits and are seldom seen by day 
at a ll. but occasionally some species wi ll fly 
to lights at night. 

Earwigs are insects. usua lly reddish-brown 
in colour. rather flattened and long for their 
width. At the tai l end are a pair of pincers, 
called forceps. which have a variety of uses, 
including capturing li ve food and fighting. 
When disturbed. earwigs open their forceps 
wide and arch them over their backs; this 
looks most th reaten ing and is no doubt 
intended to sca re off would-be attackers. 
Most earwigs have two pairs of wings. The 
forewings are leathery. very small and look 
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like scales; the hind wings are quite large. 
membranous and kidney-shaped. While the 
ea rwig is not actually flying. the hindwings 
are folded up underneath the forewing 
in a most complex way. The forceps_ help 
with this rather difficult operation , wh1ch 1 

not made any easier by the wings being 
behind the insect's back! Earwigs seem to 
eat almost anything in the way of plant and 
animal matter. but little i known of their 
exact diet requirements. 

Origin Of Name 

T he earwigs form part of the group or 
order known scientifica lly as Derrnaptera ; 
this name is a ,combination of Greek words 
meaning that the wings are thin (like a 
skin). It seems that the common name 
"earwig" could have come from many 
sources. Some of the more likely are: a 
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corruption of "earwing", for the unfolded 
and expanded hindwings do show a slight 
resemblance to the human ear ; a small beast 
or " wig" which gets into the ear; or, last, 
the forceps of the common E uropean ear­
wig are very simila r to the pincers used to 
pierce human ears fo r the insertion of ear 
rings. 

Earwigs a re quite an ancient group, foss ils 
having been discovered in Switzerland in 
rocks about 160 million years old. Others 
found in Colo rado, U.S.A ., in rocks only 
30 million years old , a re very like present­
day forms. 

For purposes of classification, the 
Dermaptera are divided into three 
suborders. 

The first suborder comprises the true ear­
wigs (Forficul ina ) , of which about 1.000 
species a re known . T hese a re a very 
uniform group a natomically a nd can all be 
recognised from the brief description given 
above. You could not mistake an earwig 
for any o ther insect, except perhaps for one 
of the beetles-the R ove or Devil's Coach­
horse Beetle. T his has a pair of processes 
on the end of the a bdomen, but they do not 
come together like pincers, as the forceps 
of earwigs do. Earwigs are fa irly common 
in tropical and semi-tro pical countries, 
where they live under debris on the ground 
or under the bark of trees. I n fact, you 
could expect to find them anywhere that is 
damp and where there a re crevices they can 
crawl into. There must be na rrow spaces 
for earwigs to live in. as they are happy 
only when their bodies a re in contact with 
thei r surroundings on a ll sides. Undoubtedly, 
to a wandering earwig. the ear of anyone 
sleeping on the gro und would be an ideal 
hiding place. The risk of this happening 
would be greatest in the tro pics and among 
native people who a re not too particular 
about their habita tions. T his habi t has 
surely been important to these insects in 
acquiring their common na me. 

Two Species Live On Bats 

T he second suborder ( Arixeniina) consists 
0f but two species, both of which are 
closely associated with the Naked Bats of 
Malaya. the I ndonesia n Islands and the 
Philippines. Actually, they are not strictly 
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tru~ earwigs. They live either on the bats 
or m the bats' _ roosting places, and are very 
robust. and ha1ry and almost blind. Both 
are wmgless, and their forceps are quite 
weak and could not possibly be used as a 
true earwig uses them. The hairiness of 
these insects may be judged from the fact 
that one of them has been given the name 
Arixenia esau. Although closely-related 
ba t~ to those found in Malaya and Indo­
nesia are also present in New Guinea, th is 
suborder of Dermaptera has not yet been 
found there. One wonders whether they 
have not been discovered or whether they 
are really not there. 

T he third suborder (Hemimerina) is 
made up of about 10 species, all of which 
live under the fur of the South African 
Sug~r Rat. In most cases, a separate 
species of Dermapteran lives on each species 
of rat. They a re well streamlined and very 
smooth, for moving through the rat's fur 
a~d the feet are spe~ially adapted for grip: 
pmg the fur. In addition, all are blind and 
wingless. 

. Femal~ of the last two suborders give 
bi rth to live young, which are able to move 
about very soon after they are born. This 
is a great advantage because eggs would 
have a very dangerous life in the bats' or 
the rats' fur. As far as is known, both 
groups feed on the outer layer of the host's 
skin and on debris found in the fur. How­
ever, in the bats' roosts Arixenia is notori ­
ously cannibalistic and constant warfare 
seems to go on. Another small matter is 
that the bats ' fleas are also found on 
Arixenia, where they apparently enjoy an 
occasional change of food. 

Mating 

In the true earwigs mating is preceded 
by a courtship involving a fairly long inter­
play with the forceps. Mating takes place 
a t a ll times of the year ; in the tropics the 
eggs are laid shortly afterwards, but in 
cooler climates at the hottest time of the 
year. T he female tunnels into the soil or 
litter and lays the pale cream eggs, usually 
30 to 50, in a large chamber, where she 
remains and broods over the clutch . ' constantly turnmg them and generally fuss-
ing about them. After about two weeks the 
eggs hatch and from each a tiny earwig 

PaJ?e 325 



emerges, completely developed except for 
the wings. The female broods over these 
tiny creatures and also over the second 
growth stage, which results from the moult­
ing and growth of the first stage. Shortly 
the youngsters must move off on their own, 
for mother soon becomes a cannibal. Afte r 
three or four more moults the adult stage 
is reached. 

Australian Earwigs 

Only true earwigs are found in Australia, 
and some of the native species are very 
interesting indeed. The largest earwig 
known (Titanolabis colossea ) is found in 
the northern coastal ranges and on the 
Northern Tablelands of New South Wales. 
It grows up to 2 ins. long and is very 
powerful. The strong forceps would be 
particularly formidable. Under the bark of 
Snow Gums on the highest parts of the 
Northern Tablelands is to be found 
Apachyus australiae. This handsome ear­
wig is about 1 t ins. long, but paper-thin 
and perfectly adapted to life in the narrow 
spaces between the bark layers. 

FLUORESCENT CORALS 

Dr. Rene Catala, of the Aqua rium of Noumea. 
New Caledonia, visited the Australian Museum in 
December and January while invest igating the 
possibilities of exhibiting living fluorescent corals 
in Sydney. Dr. Catala and his a ssociates at the 
Aquarium of Noumea are the discoverers of the 
fact that certain deeper-water species of corals 
fluoresce magnificently when irradiated by ultra­
violet light. Normally, this stra nge and wonderful 
spectacle may be seen only by visting his 
aquarium, where Jiving cora ls are feGtu red. 
together with many o f the rarer a nd beautiful 
animals associated with coral reefs. 

COLLECTION OF GEMSTONES 

Mr. 0. le M . Knight has presented a choice 
and varied collection of 40 Australian gem­
stones to the Museum, of which he is an honorary 
correspondent. More than usual interest a ttaches 
to this gift because Mr. Knight persona ll y 
collected the greater part o f the material in the 
rough while on field trips, and also expertly cut 
and polished most of it. Thus. unlike many gem­
stone collections, the localities of the individual 
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The common European earwig (For{icula 
auricularia) has been accidentally intro. 
duced into Australia, and in the cooler parts. 
where it is commonest, damages flower 
buds, fruit and vegetables. The N.S.W. 
Depa rtment of Agriculture has issued a 
leaflet (No. 82) in its Insect Pest Series 
giving methods of control. 

ln the a pple-growing districts of Otago. 
New Zealand, this species is commonly 
fo und a live in the centres of apples. with 
no apparent entry hole. The answer really 
is simple, for the earwig crept into the apple 
when sma ll via the calyx cup. Then. as the 
a pple grew the cup closed, imprisoning the 
earwig which , however, has plenty of food 
on hand a nd gradually excavates its own 
home. 

The lowly earwig, feared by many and 
despised by some, has many interesting 
features in its daily life and habits. As 
with a ll pro blems in biology, we have only 
scratched the surface in the study of the 
group and no doubt many new and more 
intriguing things will be learnt about it. 

gems are known, which enhances the collec.tion:s 
scientific value. Aesthetically, too, the. g1ft IS 
stri king. Ma ny of the gemstones are qu1te large 
and a re fine examples of the cutter's art. Notable 
are a large, perfect ly cut citrine weighing 102 
carats a nd a large topaz of 68 carats from Oban 
C reek. in the New England district of New ~outh 
Wales. Z ircons are outstanding, there be1ng a 
number of s tones, each weighing several carats, 
from H a nging Rock, N.S.W., and the Strangways 
Range. Central Austral~a: ~Is~ included . are 
beryl, garnet and the rant1e t.ttamt~ and casstter· 
ite. Altogether, the collection IS a valuable 
acq uisit ion and is o ne of the many examples ?f 
Mr. Knight's generosity to the Museum. lt wtll 
be on public dis play. 

NEW ZEALAND VISITOR 

Dr. R. Duff, Directo r of the C~~terbur~ 
Museum, C hristcburch, New Zealand. VISt.ted thhc 
Aust ralian Museum in J anuary to examtne t 
coll ect ion of Polynesia n stone adzes. as part of a 
stud y of p re historic relationships between Poly· 
nesia a nd South-east Asia. Dr. Duff has been 
granted a S.E.A.T.O. fellowshi p to visit the latter 
region. 
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THE RADIOCARBON DATING 
METHOD 

By CHARLES FOCKEN 

Dire c tor, J nstitute of Applied Science of Victoria. Melbourne 

AMONG the many methods that have 
been used by geochronologists for 

dating ancient objects and long-past events, 
those dependent on radioactive techniques 
are the most scientific and relia ble. F irstly, 
they depend on the immutable law of radio­
active decay (Rutherford and Soddy) , and 
secondly, they are objective as well as abso­
lute methods. The scientists who analyse 
the samples that have been collected and 
supplied to them need know nothing of 
archaeology o r prehistory. It is easy for 
them to be open-minded, with no pre­
conceived opinions a bout the results. An 
estimate, admittedly sometimes rather 

rough, of the experimental and statistical 
errors of the results can be provided. T hese 
advantages do not absolve radioactive 
methods from the possibility of gross errors 
due to difficulti~es or lack of care in collect­
ing the samples and to subjective influences 
in the jnterpretation and significance of the 
ages supplied by the deterrninations of the 
physicists and chemists. 

Early in this century Rutherford pointed 
out that uranium and thorium were natural 
constant rate clocks, and attempts were 
made to use the suggestion for geological 
dating of the order of mi llions of years. 

The iron door rol led back revea ls the ends of a double ring of Geiger tubes. A glass tube 
a nd stopper admit gas to the counter tube. 

Photo .- Tnstilute of Applied Science. Victoria. 
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One of the earliest and most persistent 
geologists to exploit the methods was Arthur 
Holmes. He is still contributing and it is 
surprising, in view of its recent prominence, 
that he wrote a paper on the geological 
significance of the radioactivity of potassium 
in 1926. 

Remarkable Developments 

Within the past 20 years new and remark­
able offshoots of the fruitful proposal were 
conceived and tested. Conditions were 
propitious because of our greatly extended 
knowledge of radioisotopes. Nier correctly 
inferred that the variations in the isotopic 
composition of common leads resulted from 
the final decay products of uranium and 
thorium contained in the lead ores. Included 
in the "radioactive family" of methods are 
two lusty infa nts-the potassium/argon 
method and the rubidium/ strontium method 
- the value of which for geological da ting 
has been established and which have a 
promising future. 

The golden-haired wonder-child of the 
family is by general consent the radiocarbon 
method. now a most precocious youth not 
yet past the growing stage. It was no sur­
prise when Professor Willard F. Libby was 
awarded the 1960 Nobel Prize in Chemistry 
for his discovery that the radioactive isotope 
carbon-14 could be used to date the past. 
The bright idea occurred to Libby about 20 
years ago when he pondered over the 
suggestion that cosmic rays might be the 
source of radioactive isotopes in nature. 
His elegant reasoning, bold hypotheses and 
confirmatory experiments serve as a model. 
When laboratory experiments proved that 
neutrons of thermal velocity reacted with 
common nitrogen to produce carbon-14, 
Libby inferred that carbon in living materia l 
wo uld most likely contain a definite small 
proportion of carbon-14. He proceeded to 
examine the intriguing consequences of this 
inference. 

Carbon-14 is continuously produced in 
the upper atmosphere by the bombardment 
of nitrogen by neutrons from cosmic rays. 
It is oxidised to carbon dioxide and becomes 
mixed with the enormous volume of inactive 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. By 
respiration and similar processes all living 
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plants exchange carbon dioxide with the 
atmosphere, and from plants animals 
incorporate the carbon, including a small 
proportion of carbon-14. in their bones and 
tissues. Libby showed that, so long as they 
live, plants and animals contain a constant 
ratio of carbon-14 to carbon-12, the latter 
being the much more abundant stable iso­
tope. But when they die the life cycle 
ceases and the stock of carbon-14 atoms. no 
longer replenished, begins to diminish at a 
measurable rate through emission of beta 
particles. T he half-life of carbon-14 is close 
to 5.600 years, so after this interval a piece 
of bone or charcoal will contain only half as 
much of the isotope as it did originally. 
After 11,200 years it will contain only a 
quarter as much, and so on. 

Chicago Experiments 

Another basic assumption of the method 
was justified by experiments at the Institute 
of Nuclear Studies, University of Chicago, 
by Libby and his colleagues, who demon­
strated that the proportion of carbon-14 
throughout the world-wide carbon exchange 
reservoir, consisting of oceans, biosphere 
and a tmosphere, is substantially constant. 
T he proportion was close to the inconceiv­
ably minute value they had predicted. In 
living materia l there is about one atom of 
active carbon to a million million atoms of 
stable carbon. and the proportion falls con­
tinuously when the host dies. 

T he idea had been brilliantly justified, 
some of the basic assumptions confirmed. 
and the potentia li ties had impressed all 
interested scientists. The practical applica­
tion of the method necessitated the 
development a nd testing of a sensitive. 
reliable experimental technique for measur­
ing, preferably on a routine basis, the 
extremely low levels of beta activity from 
carbon-14 found in ancient materials. 

Working wi th Libby, the scientists at 
Chicago first devised the solid carbon 
method using a "screen-wall" Geiger 
counter. The device was ingenious and 
simple. and it has yielded many hundreds 
of reliable dates. The same method, with 
mino r modifications, was used in nearly all 
the laboratories that soon started in United 
States and Europe. 
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From an early stage great care was taken 
to check the findings by testing a series of 
objects the ages of which up to about 
J 0,000 years were accepted on the basis of 
other evidence, such as tree-ring chronology. 
archaeological and hjstorical. Thus, wood 
samples fro m an Egyptian sa rcophagus were 
known from histo rical researches to be 
about 4 ,600 years old . The weak radio­
activity measured continuo usly over two 
d~ys gave a mean value of 8.36 counts per 
mmute per gram of carbon compared with 
15:3 counts for modern wood. The age 
est1mated from these fig ures agreed with the 
accepted age within 200 years, which was as 
close as expected from the estimated errors. 
This is typical o f many satisfactory check­
measurements tha t were made. Details of 
his method and the results a re presented in 
Libby's book. " R adiocarbon Dating'' 
(University o f C lhicago Press) . 

The origina l technique became insensitive 
at activities that co rrespond to an age of 
20,000 yea rs and was not suitable for small 
samples. lt has been superseded principally 
because it could not be insula ted against 
c~:mtaminations resulting fro m atomic explo­
SIOns. T wo mo re sophist icated techniques 
are now used. The liq uid scintillation 
counter employs a photo-mul tiplier. The 
carbon of the sam ple must be prepared as a 
compound in liquid form and is mixed or 
incorpora ted with a liquid phosphor, usually 
maintained a t low temperature to reduce 
the background . Larger samples are 
required than in other methods, and if there 
is sufficient sample the sensitivity can be 
ra ised ena bling ages exceeding 60,000 years 
to be measured . 

Successful Technique 

The technique tha t has been proved 
most sa tisfactory, and is now used in over 
40 la bo ra to ries the wo rld over. is the gas 
propo rtional counter method. The carbon 
in the sample is burnt to carbon dioxide 
(and occasiona lly converted to acetylene or 
methane). After purification it is used to 
fi ll a proportional counter of a few li tres 
capacity to a pressure of one or more 
atmospheres. The method has reached 
maturity after the dating of some thousands 
of samples. Many independent internal 
checks of relia bility have been made by 
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sending portions of the same sample to 
different laboratories for testing. The 
concordant results have been reassuring. 
Radiocarbon dates are now published 
annually in May in the " Radiocarbon 
Supplement of the American Journal of 
Science". 

In Australia two laboratories for this 
work are nearing the stage of providing a 
routine service. One was started about two 
years ago at the University of New South 
Wales, and is in the charge of Associate 
Professor J . H . Green. The other, at the 
[nstitute ( previously Museum) of Applied 
Science of Victoria, has slowly grown, 
because of limited resources. over five to six 
years. T hree satisfactory age determinations 
were reported on samples of known age 
("The Australi an Journal of Science", Vol. 
23, No. 4, Oct. , 1960). T he apparatus has 
since been improved and is now ready to 
supply a service for research workers in 
Austra lia and the South Pacific. Because of 
the lengthy and difficult analysis and the 
expensive apparatus (£10,000), a basic 
charge of £30 a sample has to be made. 

Pitfalls Investigated 
There are many pitfalls in this work, and 

at Melbourne we have been obliged to 
explore most o f them. How to prepare gas 
samples of high purity and maintain them 
for weeks free of contamination? How to 
count the extremely low beta activity of the 
carbon-1 4 in the presence of a large and not 
a lways constant background? A typical set 
of rounded-off figures can illustrate this 
difficulty. Without any shielding the back­
gro und from cosmic rays and all sources of 
radioactivity within the laboratory is about 
2,000 c.p.m. Within an eight-inch thick iron 
shield it falls to 300 c.p.m. Cosmic ray 
mesons of great penetrating power are 
la rgely responsible for th is residue. By an 
ingenious device called an anticoincidence 
shield, consisting of one or two rings of long 
Geiger tubes a rranged around the counter. 
and the associated electronic circui ts. it is 
possible to separate out the coincidences 
from the anticoincidences and count them 
separately. The coincidences are produced 
by penetrating mesons which pass through 
the proportiona l counter and cannot fa il in 
doing so to pass also through one of the 
surrounding Geigers So each of these 
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produces two simultaneous pulses (a 
coincidence). They account for 283 c.p.m . 
The residue of 17 c.p.m. are the anti­
coincidences or pulses that originate in the 
counter only. When an inner shield of 
mercury one inch thick, costing £460, was 
introduced this count fell to 15 c.p.m. This 
important figure is our present irred ucible 
background. 

A sample of carbon dioxide prepared 
from modern wood ( recently felled) gives 
J 8 c. p. m. above the background when at 1 
atmosphere pressure, and this count is 
doubled at 2 atmospheres. For work at 1 
atmosphere pressure all our count rates lie 
between the limits 15 and 33 c.p.m .. at the 
upper limit for a modern sample of zero 
age and at the lower limi t for an ancient 
speci men, such as coal, of age exceeding a 
million years. Since none of the figures 
remains constant, counts usually extend over 
1,000 minutes, and statistical treatment is 
essentia l. To save time the counting runs 
are done overnight and a photographic 
recorder a utomatically notes the counts 
during each 50-minute interval on a film . 

Racks of electronic equipment 
stand on a massive iron shield 
surrounding a counter tube. 
Thick cables connect a high 
potential supply. and a photo­
raphic recorder i on the table 

Photo.-ln~t i tute o f A pplied Science. 
icto ria . 
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This is rapidly developed when the staff 
returns in the morning. (See illustrations of 
equipment.) 

Wood and cha rcoal are commonly used 
in dating work, but the most varied carbona­
ceous materials have been used, such as 
peat, bones, shells. rope and cloth, the 
remains of plants and the excreta of animals. 
The quantity required depends on several 
factors and should in genera l be sufficient to 
yield from 1 to 10 grams of carbon. The 
accuracy is less if only a small amount is 
ava ilable. Collectors a re well advised to 
obta in several o unces of the sample material 
if possible, because only a small proportion 
may be carbon. 

There remain a few cases where it has not 
been possible to reconcile radiocarbon 
chronology with other scientific evidence. 
For example, Professor E rnst Antevs dated 
the Valders glacial maximum at Milwaukee, 
U .S.A., at 18.500 years, but the inferred 
radiocarbon date. confi rmed at several 
la boratories, is 10,700 years. Despite such 
ra re riddles. the massive support for the 
rad iocarbon method is impressive and very 
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few doubt its basic soundness. So the last 
underlying assumption on which it is based 
must be substantially correct, namely, the 
average intensity of the cosmic rays has 
remained constant from year to year for the 
past 40.000 years. 

Importance Of The Method 
The method's supreme importance to the 

average person is that it is applicable to the 
prehistory era in which most people are 
interested. There are extensive actual 
and potential applications to history, 
archaeology. a nthropology, geology and 
oceanography. According to R. Foster 

Flint, the radiocarbon method has contri­
buted to geochronology in three principal 
ways :-

•lt makes possible approximate measures 
of the rates of several geologic processes, 
e.g., advance and retreat of glaciers, rise of 
sea-level, sedimentation, and turnover of 
oceanic water. 

•It facil itates the correlation of strata by 
establishing the contemporaneity of sedi­
ments at two or more localities, e.g. , in 
Europe and North America. 

•Dates of significant events in prehistory 
can be closely approximated. 

PROTECTION OF RARE FAUNA 
The Fauna Protection Act provides that 

any protected fauna may from time to time 
be proclaimed as rare fauna . Anyone taking 
or killing. or attempting to take or kill, any 
proclaimed ra re fauna is liable to a fine 
of up to £50 or imprisonment for up to 
six months. o r bo th. 

The New South Wales Fauna Protection 
Panel states that it considers any animal 
proclaimed ra re fauna requires special ef­
forts for its conservation and, in con­
sequence. has selected the following birds 
and mammals: -

Birds 
Red-crowned Pigeon (Ptilino pus regina) ; 

Plains Wanderer (Pedionomus torquatus) ; 
Gould Petrel ( Pterodroma leucoptera) ; 
Turquoise Parrot (Neophema pulchellus) ; 
Bourke Parrot (Neophema bourkii); E leg­
ant Parrot (Neo phema elegans) ; Scarlet­
chested Parrot (N eophema splendida); Blue­
winged Parrot (Neophema chrysostoma) ; 
Orange-bellied Parrot (Neophema chryso­
~aster); Jabiru (Xenorhynchus asiaticus) ; 
Topknot Pigeon (Lopholairnus antarticus); 
Wonga Pigeon (Leucosarcia m elanoleuca) ; 
Australian D otterel (Peltohyas australis ) ; 
Painted Snipe ( R ostratula benghalensis) ; 
Pied Goose (Anseranas semipalmata): 
Plum-headed Finch (Aidemosyne modesta) ; 
Squatter Pigeon (Phaps scripta) ; Brolga 
(Grus rabicundus ) ; Spotted Bower-bi rd 
(Chlamydera maculata) ; Paradise Rifle­
bi rd (Ptiloris paradiseus) ; Harlequin 
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(Flock) Pigeon (Phaps histrionica) ; Superb 
Lyrebi rd (Menura superba); Prince Albert 
Lyrebird (Menura alberti) ; Lowan or Mal­
lee Fowl ( Lei poa ocellata) ; Brush Turkey 
( Alectura lathami) ; Bustard or Plain Turkey 
(Eupodotis australia) ; Wompoo Pigeon 
(Mega/oprepia magnifica) ; Purple-crowned 
Pigeon ( Ptilino pus regina) ; White-headed 
Pigeon (Columba norfolciensis) ; Swamp 
Parrot ( Pezaporus wallicus) ; Paradise Par­
rot (Psephotus pulcherrimus). 

Mammals 
Marsupials 

Native Cat (Dasyurus quoll) ; Yellow­
bellied Glider (Petaurus australis) ; Long­
nosed Rat-kangaroo (Potoruos tridactylus) ; 
Rufous Rat-kangaroo (Aepyprymnus rufes­
cens ) ; Brid led Nail-tail Wallaby (Onycho­
gales fraenata) ; Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby 
(Petrogale penicillata); Yellow-footed Rock­
wallaby (Petrogale xanthopus); Parma Wal­
laby (Protemnodon parma) ; Black-striped 
Wallaby (Protemnodon dorsalis) ; Pigmy 
Marsupial Mouse (Antechinus maculatis) ; 
Southern PlanigaJe (Planigale tenuirostris) ; 
Eastern Jerboa-marsupial (Antechinomys 
faniger) ; Short-nosed Bandicoot (lsoodon 
obesulus) ; Pigmy Possum (Cercaertus 
nanus ) ; Koala (Phascolarctus cinereus) ; 
Whiptai l o r Pretty-face Wallaby (Protem­
nodon Parryi ). 
Monotremes 

Platypus (Ornithorhynchus anatinus) ; 
Spiny Ant-eater (Tachyglossus aculeatus) . 



The Freshwater Gudgeons of 
Temperate Australia 

By GILBERT P. WHITLEY 

JN 1954 I cont ributed to "The Australian 
Museum Magazine" (Vol. XI, No. 5, 

pp. 150-155) an article on some freshwater 
gudgeons, mainly from tropical Australia . 
The temperate a nd cold-water species, with 
which this article deals, should be more 
familiar than the northern ones to aquarists 
who are becoming more interested in our 
local species than in the more spectacular 
foreign fishes. 

Our temperate gudgeons may have 
originated from Asiatic ancestors very long 
ago, and, over periods of thousands of years, 
appear to have spread southward through 
flooded "channel country" or by "creeping" 
down our coastlines and entering and 
ascend ing coastal rivers. 

Four genera concern us here, all of the 
family Gobiomo ridae, and are distinguished 
as shown in the panel at the top of the next 
page. 

A male Western Carp-Gudgeon ( Carassiops k lunzingeri) from the Cudgegong River, Rylstone, 
New South Wales. 
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Top: Female Cox's Gudgeon (Gobio· 
morplws coxii) from Menangle, 
N.S.W. Bottom: Male Big-headed 
Gudgeon (Philypnodon grandiceps), 
typical fo rm, from the Hawkesbury 

River, N.S.W. 
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l e heeks and Spines in Transverse rows G aU en er or m 
Genus front of scales between gill-covers dorsal fin head and tail-fin 

(see illustrations) 

---·-

Philypnodon . . .. naked 7 38 to 44 Big head, slender body 

- -

Mogurnda .. .. . . scaly 7 to 9 30 to 35 Long and compressed 

-

Gobiomorphus . . .. scaly 6 37 to 40 Long and cylindrical 

- -- - - ---·---
Carassiops . . . . . . scaly 6 to 7 

Only one Australian' species of Philypno­
don is recognized, though it is variable in 
form and has been named several times, and 
only one, quite constant. species of Gobio­
morphus2. H owever, two species of 
Mogurnda3 and three of Carassiops4 co!lcern 
us in this review of temperate Australian 
kinds. 

Flat-headed, Big-beaded or Bull-headed 
Gudgeon; Collundera of the Yarra 
Aborigines, Victoria; Philypnodon 
grandiceps (Krefft, 1864) 

The Flat-headed Gudgeon is found in 
fresh, brackish a nd coastal salt water from 
southern Queensla nd and the eastern water­
shed of New South Wales to Victoria and 
South Australia. I t often travels long 
distances a long p ipes and drains, and one 
once came thro ugh a tap in the Australian 
Museum. Usua lly it lies amongst weeds 
stationary o r a lmost so. awaiting small 
aquat ic creatures upon which it feeds. 

Two fo rms of this gudgeon a re recogniz­
able-the typica l bull-headed one, with a 
broad space between the eyes and short 
ventral fins, and a kind called angustifrons, 
with a narrow interorbita l region and head 

I. T here are two Ne w Zealand species: P. breviceps, from 
the Kowai R iver , a nd the Blue·g illed Bully ( P . lwbbli), 
from the Ashley, Cante rbury a nd W estland Rivers. 

2. Four species of Gobiom orplms are known from New 
Zealand, but so·calle d " G oiJiom orplws" species from 
Hawaii. the Philippines, C hina and the I ndian Ocean are 
properly re ferred to o ther genera. 

3. Other speces of Mogurnda occur in tropical Australia, 
New Guinea. the Aru Is lands , C hina and Japan. 

4. Carassiops, kno wn o nly fro m Australia, may be related 
to fl ypseleotris, with all ies in Indo nesia, som e Pacific 
Islands, and Ningpo, China. 
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27 to 35 Short and slender 
I 

generally. and longer. slender ventral fins. 
[t grows to 4-! ins. The colour is golden 
yellow or olive-greenish, with a more or less 
defined dark lateral stripe and sometimes ( in 
the angustifrons form) some dark stripes be­
low the pectoral fins. T he latter have a dark 
basal stripe with a light yellow one above it. 
T he first dorsal fin has two horizontal black 
bands and an orange margin ; the second 
fin has four horizontal black bands, and its 
first ray is orange. T he tail fin has brown 
cross-bands ; other fins are translucent. The 
markings on the fins may be broken up into 
spots. The lips are sometimes orange or 
dark brownish (except in angustifrons, 
which is generally lighter and more varie­
gated in tone, with no dark tip to the front 
dorsal fin) . 

Purple-Spotted or Purple-Striped Gudgeon, 
Chequered or "Trout" Gudgeon; "die 
australische Tupfelgrundel" of German 
aquarists; Koerin or Kurrin of 
Victorian Aborigines; Mogurnda 
striata (Steindachner, 1866) 

T his fish is russet or yellowish-brown in 
general colour. and the upper surface is 
suffused with purple. There are several 
large purple spots along the middle of the 
side and three or four oblique purplish bars 
down the sides of the head. The vertica l 
fins are violet-grey with patches of dusky 
dots ; the pai red fins are spotless. 

This gudgeon grows to 5 ins. and is 
known from Cape York, Queensland, down 
to New South Wales. Victoria and South 
Aust ra lia. In 1908 it was recorded as 
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Two forms of the Big­
headed Gudgeon. Centre: 
The narrow-headed form 
(Philypnodon grandicevs 
angustifrons) from the 
Nepean River, N.S.W., and, 
below, the top of its head. 
Above: Top and side views 
of a typical grandiceps with 
broader head, long mouth 

and short ventral fins. 

having fallen in a thunderstorm in Victoria 
Park, Brisbane. The species has long been 
known as an efficient destroyer of mosquito 
larvae and as an aquarium fish, and was 
transported to the United States in 1918 by 
fish fanciers. 

The eggs are attached to flat rocks or the 
sides of an aquarium and hatch in nine days 
at 72° F. The male, which has larger fins 
than his spouse. fans the eggs with his fins 
to help in aerating them, but, in captivity, 
he is likely to eat the newly-hatched young. 
The earliest account of the breeding of this 
species (which is often called Mogurnda 
!ldspersa or pallida in literature) was given 
by Albert Gale in the "Australian Zoolo­
gist" in 1914, from which I condense:-

"The purple striped gudgeons in my aquarium 
are about five inches in length. They have become 
the pa rents of between one thousand and two 
thousand children during the breeding season of 
1913-1914. They first bred in 1912, and were then 
three years old ..... 

"Early in the breeding season (15th November, 
1913) the femal e deposited her first batch of eggs 
on the glass side of the aquarium, and others 
again on the 18th and 27th December. She 
spawned on the 7th , 17th and 30th January, 1914, 
and now in March she has her tenth lot of eggs. 
Since .last October the male has been tending the 
various batches of eggs for ninety days .. .. . 

"On the 15th and J 6th February, 1914, the 
male made prepa rations for the deposition of the 
ova by rem oving all confervoid growths and a ll 
foreign ma tter from the selected site ... . Mean­
while the female lurked in the weeds on tbe far 
side of the aquarium. At 9 a.m. on the 16th she 
visited and in!'lpected the site. Approving of it, she 
placed herself in a horizontal position by it, her 
abdomen lying at an angle of 45°, so the genital 
pa pilla had free play to eject the ova on to the 
glass. When his m ate had settled herself, the male 
drew near and took up a position about one inch 
a bove her. His head pointed in the opposite 
direction to hers, and his abdomen lay at 
right angles to the prepa red site: his genital papilla 
was immedia tely above that of the female. 
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"On the morning of F ebruary 17th the first 
ovum was emitted, and immediately afterwards 
two others followed. These were conjoined by a 
fine hair-like film, and were closely followed by 
a string of eight. She continued to eject strings of 
eggs until a circular patch of 2 by 2 inches was 
covered. All the chains of eggs were placed 
horizontally, no one crossing another . . . . . As 
the ova were being deposited the male hovered 
over the female , it being evident from the move­
ments of his genital papilla that the spermatic 
Ruid was being ejected, and fertilization taking 
place ..... . 

"On the morning of the 20th I noticed the first 
signs of eyes, and at 9 p.m. they were distinctly 
visible. On the 25th at 9 a m. the fry were 
emerging from the eggs, nine days after the ova 
had been deposited . 

"For a while they hung head downwards from 
the em pty egg capsules by means of their tails, 
which were bent like the curve of a fish-hook. 
T he motions of respiration and a tremulous move­
ment of the pectoral fins were the first indication 
of life. At 8 p.m. the following day they had all 
dispersed among the weeds, where they were 
further guarded by the male for another twenty­
four hours. T he temperature of the water at this 
time was about 80 degrees .. , 

C. F. Blewett ("South Austral ian Natura­
list". x, 1929, p . 21) gave further remarks 
on the habits of the purple-striped gudgeon, 
noting:-

"The love-making was very pretty. The colour 
of the male deepened to a rich sky-blue, and as 
he swam around his mate he erected every fi n to 
the fullest extent. and also expanded the gill­
covers, reminding me of a peacock .. . . the 
female spawned on the stone . . . . The male 
continuously fanned the eg~s ... occasionall y his 
fanning was so vigorous that I was a fraid that he 
might ca use the eggs to become detached from the 
stone . . ... the younP. took 14 days to ha tch 
and were weakl y and died. 

"It is significant and to me at least of great 
inte rest as exhibitin~ a na tural tenden.cy to protect 
the fry. that during the breeding season ... 
Mogurnda . .. refused to eat mosquito larvae, 
which to some extent supe rficiall y resemble the 
young fishes.' ' 
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Top: Male Purple-spotted Gudgeon (Mogum­
da striata) from Bundaberg Lagoon, Queens­
land. Bottom : Male Striped Gudgeon ( M og-

umda ausrralis) from N.S.W. 

Other accounts of the breeding of this 
species have been given by E. L. Hayes 
("Australian Naturalist", vii. 1927. p. 26) 
and H amlyn-Harris ("Australian Zoolo­
gist". vii. 1931. pp. 55-58) . 

Striped Gudgeon, M ogurnda australis 
(Krefft, 1863) 

This species is very like others from 
Australia and New Guinea. but is distin­
guished by havin~ nine rays in the second 
dorsal fin. a da rk-st riped body. and verte­
brae numberin~ 29 instead of more than 30. 
lt was first described as the " Australian 
Eleotris" in the "Sydney M orning Herald" 
of September 29, 1863. The male has a 
longer genita l papilla and longer fin-rays 
than the female. The colour is ol ivaceous 
with dark grey marks along the sides form­
ing stripes: some fin-rays are spotted, and 
there is some pink and bronze on the 
opercles. The eyes are blue. Rich brown. 
purple, green and gold tones are apparent 
in the nuptial dress. with chestnut spots on 
the fins. The anal fin is o range in the male. 
golden in the fe male with a broad lilac or 
grey margin . 

The Striped Gudgeon grows to 7 ins. and 
is fo und in easte rn rivers of Queensland and 
New South Wales. The Austra lian Museum 
has specimens which fell in rain at Mullum­
bimby, no rth-eastern N ew South Wales. 
(Whirlwinds sometimes lift small fishes from 
sha llow pools and carry them alive for short 
distances, after which the fishes drop to the 
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ground. often with rain). In the Sydney 
district these gudgeons deposit their spawn 
in April or May, after which they disappear. 
possibly hiding buried in mud or under 
stones or amongst snags. for the fish are not 
seen again until the first warm weather some 
months later. 

Cox's Gudgeon or Mulgoa Gudgeon, Gobio­
morphus coxii (Krefft, 1864) 

Known only from eastern New South 
Wales. particularly coastal streams near 
Sydney and in the Nepean River, Cox's 
Gudgeon is sometimes seen climbing out of 
water. by means of the pectoral fins , and up 
the steep slopes of weirs and river-banks. 
It grows to 7 t ins. in length and is brown 
above, yellow below, and marbled on back 
and sides with muddy, dark brown. Purple, 
blue and orange tones are sometimes present 
in both sexes. Fins are dotted or marbled, 
and the side of the head generally has two 
obl ique dark bars. 

Cox's Gudgeon is related to the Bully or 
Toitoi (Gobiomorphus gobioides and some 
allied species) in New Zealand, where D. 
H. Graham found them to be expert 
destroyers of mosquito-larvae and noted that 
the Maori would not eat them, regarding 
them as tapu. In New Zealand. Gohiomor­
phus is preyed upon by trout. In Australia. 
their remains have been found in the 
stomach of bittern. 

Empire Fish or Carp-Gudgeon, Carassiops 
eo m press us (Krefft, 1864) 

The red. white and blue bands on the 
dorsal and ana l fins of this pretty little fish 
are especia lly noticeable in the breeding 
season. when the red parts glow like live 
coals, and are responsible for the name 
Empire Fish. H owever. these fins are some­
times blue and black-banded in the male 
and yellow and violet in the female. or. in 
the young. pale terra cotta and white. The 
fish is va riable in form and colouring, but is 
usually greenish-yellow; the second dorsal 
fin has 9 or 10 rays (other species have 
11 to 14) . Length, 4~ ins. 

T his Carp-gudgeon is widely distributed 
in fresh water from north-western Australia . 
the Northern Territory and Queensland to 
New South Wales at least as far south as 
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Jervis Bay. It has been found in tap-water 
at Lismore, and examples are said to have 
fallen in rain in Queensland. The male 
often develops a swollen head, and is a 
glorious object in nuptial dress. The head 
may be red , the body green and the fins 
spotted. After a strong fresh in a Queens­
land river, a naturalist described the surface 
of the water as red with hundreds of these 
little fishes going upstream. They are 
unfortunately less resistant to cold and lack 
of oxygen than the introduced Gambusia, 
but they are good destroyers of mosquito­
larvae and can be bred in a well planted 
pond or large aquarium. They pick at algae 
and take prepared fish food in captivity. 

Top: Male Carp-gudgeon (Carassiops com­
pressus) from a lagoon at Jervis Bay, N.S.W. 
Bottom: Male Firetail Gudgeon ( Carassiops 
galii) from the Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney. 

Their manner of swimming rather resembles 
that of Tanichthys (the White Cloud Moun­
tain Fish of China): a series of short runs, 
spreading the unpaired fins to their full 
extent as the fish slows down. 

The remarkable Western Australian Blind 
Gudgeon, completely eyeless, may have 
evolved in underground waters from an 
ancestor like Carassiops, the Carp-gudgeon. 

Firet.ail Gudgeon or Gale's Carp-gudgeon, 
Carassiops galii (Ogilby, 1898) 

One of the early aquarists in Australia 
was Aibert Gale, whom we have already met 
in connection with M of?urnda striata above. 
The frontispiece of his "Aquarian Nature 
Studies" , published in 1915, shows him as 
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a dignified old gentleman with a full white 
beard and moustache. In his honour , 
Carassiops galii was named by the distin­
guished ichthyologist J. D. Ogilby. As 
"Aquarian Nature Studies" has long been 
out of print, let us reprint here what Gale 
had to say about his own species, which he 
was the first to breed in captivity:-

"Gale's Carp-Gudgeon is a very handsome 
species, and a great addition to an aquarium when 
contrasted with its congeners. It is very shy when 
first captured, and runs to cover as soon as any 
movement is made near home. It is a small fish 
being only about 2t inches in length, and sym: 
metncally deep . . . . . 

"The male selects the site for the deposition of 
the ova a lways on the shady side of the aquarium 
. .. . All algae, confervae, and deleterious matter 
a re carefully removed . While the site is in 
preparation the s pawner is watching every move­
ment as the work progresses, and coyly approaches 
the bridegroom elect, tremulously hovering to and 
fro until she settles herself, and receives further 
attentions from the milter. They are monogamous. 

"T here is method in the deposition of the ova, 
each egg being dropped singly and equidistant. 
T he ova are pla.ced on a perpendicular su rface , 
the s pawner reclining at a slight angle, and lying 
horizontally. The milter takes his place on the 
same site. He too lies horizontally, but in an 
opoosite direction to that of the spawoer. With 
slightl y quivering fins he places himself upon the 
prepared site, somewhat above her. In about six 
hours the first act of nidification is completed. In 
another thcree days the little prisoners' eyes can be 
seen within the ova. The eg~s are attached to the 
site by a gelatinous stem. After eyeing, the 
embryo fry matures rapidly; the baby inmate 
begins to oscillate; this vibration soon frees it 
from captivity. As the fry emerge from the ova 
they can be seen hanging on the capsules of the 
eggs, and soon they lead an independent life 
among the submerged foliage of the aquarium. 
On the site where they were cradled there is 
nothing to be seen but the empty capsules of the 
eggs.'' 

The Fireta il Gudgeon is pale olive-green, 
more or less clouded above with purplish­
brown ; the eyes are silvery. The fins are 
translucent , the dorsals and anal with broad 
coppery margins ; the pectoral and tail fins 
are lemon. becoming dull to fiery reddish in 
adults. The ova can sometimes be seen 
through the sides of inch-long females. 
There is a high, transparent crest on the 
adult male's head, giving it a somewhat 
square form. This soecies grows to only 2t 
ins. and its a nal fin is inserted slightly 
farther forward than in C. compressus. 

Its distribution is mysterious: it appears 
spo radically at!: long intervals in southern 
Queensland and in New South Wales. It 
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was discovered in 1898 in a pond in the 
Sydney Botanic Gardens, and for many 
years was known from no other place in the 
world. Messrs. E. R. Waite and Albert 
Gale bred it in their home aquaria. Eventu­
ally its real home was found to be in 
southern Queensland rivers. In 1951, 
" millions" of these fishes turned up in the 
Tamworth district. F ifty or more years ago 
some came down alive in a thunderstorm 
at Cooper's P lains, Queensland. Its absence 
over these years may be due to it burying in 
mud for long periods. The Firetail Gudgeon 
is an excellent destroyer of mosquito-larvae 
and feeds also on minute crustaceans, Vorti­
cella, and some water weeds. It tends to 
school in out-of-the-way potholes of water­
courses, in fairly deep and weedy water. 
The bio logists of the Fisheries Branch of the 
Chief Secretary's Department, Sydney, 
recently bred this species. A hundred or so 
eggs were laid in a patch about 6 ins. long 
and 2 ins. wide. The male watched over 
them, fanning them with his fins, standing 
either head-up o r head-down as be did so. 
The little fishes took 12 days to hatch at a 
water temperature of 74° F. 

Western Carp-Gudgeon; Loetj of the Yarra 
Aborigines, Victoria; Carassiops klun­
zingeri (Ogilby, 1898) 

This is a slender species which is very 
like the Firetail Gudgeon but has a series of 
curved dark ma rks along the sides, each 
corresponding to a scale. The mouth does 
not reach below the eye. The adult male 
has the nape and occiput swollen, the last 
dorsal and anal fin-rays lengthened, and the 
butt of his tail shorter than in the female. 
The colour is greenish-brown to yeJlowish, 
the scales having da rker margins. As 
already mentioned , the base of each scale 
along the middle of each side has a slightly 

A female Western Carp­
Gudgeon (Carassiops 
klunzingeri) from the 
Cudgegong River, Ryl-

stone, N.S.W. 
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curved, but almost vertical, dark bar. The 
dorsal and anal fins are dusky, with white 
margins in the male; in the female they are 
usually plain. The fish's length is 2t ins. 
Specimens have been reported as falling in 
rain at Gulargambone. The natural range is 
the Murray-Darling river-system (i.e., 
mostly west of the Great Dividing Range in 
New South Wales to South Australia) and 
some rivers of south Queensland and 
Victoria; the fish is quite common. The 
species is often eaten by cormorants which, 
as a result, get the blame for eating "young 
Murray cod" and other fishes by those who 
cannot properly identify these little 
gudgeons. 

C. F. Blewett, in the "South Australian 
Naturalist" (x, 1929, p. 28) gave 
particulars of the biology of the Western 
Carp-gudgeon, which, he said. "is almost 
always on the move. searching for food, 
while the males struggle for supremacy or 
skirmish for a secluded place, and 
endeavour to entice every passing female 
inside their selected nooks". In captivity 
the food consisted mainly of Daphnia, 
mosquito-larvae or small , chopped earth­
worms. The fishes vary in size, shape and 
colour, the mature males usually having pink 
dorsal and anal fins, which deepen to red 
towards the breeding season. Blewett 
observed the spawning in his aquarium, on 
its sides about 2 ins. from the water-surface. 
The eggs were like those of the Purple­
striped Gudgeon, but only about half the 
size, and the male guarded and aerated the 
eggs in the same way as Mogurnda. 

[Illustrations in this article are by the late 
Al/an R . McCul/och, if!xcept line-drawings 
of the Big-headed Gudgeon, which are by 

the author.] 



Many insects and other small, soft-bodied animals are now displayed at the Australian Museum 
in transparent plastic boxes filled with preservative, instead of in glass jars. This method of 
display can be used by amateur collectors, and several stages in the construction of a box are 
shown above. From left to right are pieces of plastic cut o ut, a piece being bent, a completed 

box ready to receive a specimen and two examples of boxes conta ining specimens. 
Pho to.-Howard Hughes. 

New Museum Technique for 
Displaying Soft-bodied Animals 

By ROY D . MACKA Y 

JNSECTS, soft larvae, spiders, small fishes 
and many other small , soft-bodied 

animals have always presented a problem in 
museum display. In a few instances the 
difficulty has been overcome to some extent 
with models and casts, but the great 
majority remained a problem until recently. 
To show these soft-bodied animals in glass 
specimen-jars is incompatible with modern 
ideas of display, so two new methods have 
been developed to exhibit them to advan­
tage. One is to embed the specimen in 
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transparent, cold-setting plastic. The other 
is to mount it in a box of transparent plastic 
filled with a suitable preservative. The 
latter method is being used frequently in this 
Museum's displays, and it is the making of 
these boxes which is described in this 
art icle. 

A few words about equipment and 
materials a re needed to give a clear picture 
of the p rocesses described:-

Perspex sheeting of -}in. and 3/ 16ins. 
thickness. 
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A genera l-purpose woodworking lathe 
about 2 ft. between centres, with range of 
attachments to a llow sawing, drilling, sand­
ing and buffing. 

A welding compound-to JOIO the 
sections of the prefabricated boxes. This 
compound is made from small chips of 
perspex mixed with ethylene dichloride. 
(Five gms. perspex to 1 OOmls. of ethylene 
dichloride produces a good consistency). A 
dispenser for this compound is made from 
!in. glass tubing abo ut 6ins. long, narrowed 
at one end to a diameter of about 1/ 16in. 
At the other end is attached a rubber bulb 
to suck up the glue and dispense it along 
the edges of the jo int. Bricks and half­
bricks do quite well as weights, provided 
they are wrapped in paper. 

A spirit lamp or bat's wing Bunsen flame 
-to bend the perspex. 

Where several boxes are to be made to 
critical measurements, bending the perspex 
into smooth wooden forms is found best. 
Red chalk is used to ma rk the edges of the 
perspex where a bend is to be made. 
Polystyrene rod of -1 in. diameter is used to 
make sealing plugs. 

How The Boxes Are Made 

So that the reader may see how we arrive 
at the finished product, as at the right of the 
illustration, a brief description of the 
process is as follows:-

The four sides. back and front of the box 
are drawn out roughly o n a piece of paper 
and the measurements of each piece are 
calculated, remembering that allowance is 
made for an inch o r so around the specimen 
and a little waste beyond the outline of the 
box to a llow grind ing back to the glued 
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edges. . The pieces are then cut out of the 
sheet perspex on a power saw. Where large 
areas are to be cut the thicker sheet is used. 

If any pieces need bending the protective 
paper is removed and the perspex washed in 
warm water and then heated over the flame. 
keeping away from direct contact with the 
flame, as this causes blistering. The corners 
of these bent pieces need grinding back to 
the level of the edge. 

T he pieces are glued together, except for 
the top or front. Small lugs are made with 
a small hole through them, and these are 
glued into predetermined positions where 
the specimen is to be sewn on with nylon 
line to hold it to the back of the box. With 
the specimen in position and a small hole 
}in. in diameter bored into the top of the 
box, the front or top is glued on. Weights 
are used on all glued parts for 20 minutes 
to an hour, depending on the area being 
glued. 

After the box is completed it is fill.ed with 
a weak formaljn solution and sealed with a 
plug made from the t in . diameter polysty­
rene rod. 

This method of displaying specimens has 
several advantages: The boxes can be made 
to fit into a great variety of positions. A 
box may be hidden behind the background 
with only the specimen showing through an 
opening in the background. Lighting may 
be from the front or back, depending on 
which position throws the specimen up to 
advantage. 

Even the rarest specimens may be shown 
in these boxes. as they can always be 
retrieved. The boxes are very strong, and so 
prove suitable for school demonstrations. 
They can be handled with safety, and drop­
ping them has so far caused no damage. 



THE WHITE-STEMMED GUM MOTH 

The White-stemmed Gum Moth (Chelepteryx collesi) i one of the largest moths 
commonly occurring in New South Wales. The female moth (top) has a wing-span of 
six inches or more. The colouring consists of soft browns and greys in the female, but the 
slightly smaller male has darker and more strongly contrasted markings. The larva or 
caterpillar (below) of the White-stemmed Gum Moth measures up to four and a half 
inches long and bears tufts of sharp bristles which can easily penetrate the human skin. 
The body colour is brownish-white with dark-brown bands. The larva feeds on the leaves 
of Scribbly or White-stemmed Gum trees. When the larva spins its cocoon, in which it 
pupates, the bristles are pushed through the cocoon walls from the inside. The projecting 
bristles thus protect the cocoon in the same way as they protect the larva. 
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