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is considered worthwhile along comparable
lines to those sponsored for a similar pur-
pose in the United States. In that better
populated country a full-scale government
research project on the huge shrimp in-
dustry proved to be more than justified. A
fact not generally known is that the so-
called American shrimps are closely re-
lated to the Australian prawns since both
belong to the same family of the (rus-
tacea (Penaeidae). As this is the case it
is natural to expect that their habits would
he similiar. Before any research work on
migratory behaviour in the Australian re-
gion had been published, it had been
shown by research to oceur with several
American species of shrimp. As in Aust-
-alia the initial American fishery had been
carried on for generations in shallow inlets
comparable to our coastal lakes and in
estuaries along the coasts of Florida and
Louisiana, in the Gulf of Mexico.

The initial results of shrimp investiga-
tion in America led to the development
of a fishery in offshore waters. Hence the
vear 1938 was a busy one for the Bureau
of Fisheries (now the Fish and Wildlife
Survey) observers, who explored 1,200
miles of the sea floor of the Gulf of Mexico
with trawl nets.

The great concentrations of shrimp they
discovered soon. enabled a new industry
worth millions of dollars to be established,
with profitable employment for several
hundred men. In addition, the country’s
annual shrimp production was soon in-
creased by about 50,000,000 Ib. This fieure
is only about one-fifth of the total Ameri-
can production which extends offshore to
the Atlantic Ocean, around the tip of the
Florida peninsula, and to Pacific waters in
the Gulf of California.

The American offshore fishery vields
generally much larger shrimps than the
ones previously netted inshore—so large
that they have come to be known as “‘ jum-
bos.”” To some degree, the success of their
offshore fishery has been matched on the
limited number of Australian grounds so
far exploited, but it is doubtful whether
the local prawns are so consistently large.
Despite the ceneral assumption by New
South Wales fishermen that ecommercial

LY

prawn stocks are confined generally to
known grounds adjacent to their home
ports, it is an established faect that, in so
far as New South Wales is concerned, a
constant larger run of individuals (jum-
bos) is obtainable in deeper water farther
out to sea. The first evidence of this fact
came from occasional small catches of
giant King Prawns in the large mesh otter
board nets of the steam fish trawlers. Only
gquite recently the whole question of the
future development of offshore prawning
in New South Wales waters has been in-
vestigated on a scientific level. 1t is the
first exhaustive study yet undertaken in
Australia and all eredit is due to the State
Fisheries administration and its staff bio-
logist, Dr. A. A. Racek. The results of
this investigation are now published and
hence available for the help and guidance
of prawn fishermen in this State.

It is easy to understand why fishermen
find the present offshore grounds, close to
the coast, to be the most convenient. They
need, however, to be encouraged and assist-
ed to explore and exploit new grounds
along all convenient and promising see-
tions of our seaboard, and particularly to
extend their activities into wider and deep-
er waters. Any work in greater depths will
undoubtedly be harder, the equipment more
costly and the time factor involved, greater.
However, without such expansion of effort,
combined with exploratory initiative, much
of the present offshore prawn fishery will
remain inefficient and extremely unre
liable. Several of the offshore grounds
along the New South Wales coast have al-
ready, from time to time, heen overfished,
with periods of a yvear or more elapsing
before the prawn stocks were
established. At the moment it seems as if
unbalanced fishing intensity of this sort
will continue to have resulting harmful
effects.

By comparision with the work done in
New South Wales, other officially
sored prawn fisheries surveys made in Aus-
tralian waters can be classed only as pre
liminary.  The fisheries authority in
Queensland has organised test hauls along
the coastline as far north as Townsville,
but mainlv in inshore) waters;
only in a few cases have nets been cast from
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Notes on Prawns Illustrated Opposite

Fig. 1. KING PRAWN (Penacus plebejus).
Light-brown body, yellow legs, blue tail with
reddish fringe; side of abdomen often with short
vertical blue bands. Grows to 114 in, One of the
principal N.S.W. and Quesnsland commercial
species, ranging north to about Bowen. Mainly a
night swimmer, inhabiting estuaries and lakes
during growing stages and migrating to the sea
before tully mature. he other very similar
species with grooved head region (West Austra-
lian King Prawn, P. fm‘f.mfra!us) grows lo 9 in.
It is fished commercially both in the estuaries
and in offshore waters along the west coast, and
has lately Leen located in marketable quantities
in South Australian offshore waters; only rare
examples have been netted along the eastern coast-
line.

Fig. 2. SCHOOL PRAWN (Metapenacus
macleayi). Body translucent, with olive-green or

brownish-red spots; tip of tail purplisk-blue. No
upper teeth towards slightly upturned tip of head

spine.  Grows to 6 in. One of the principal
N.S.W. and Queensland commercial species.
Mainly active during daylight hours.  Occurs

only over a limited range frem ecastern Victoria,
where it 1s sometimes abundant, to southern
Queensland. Life-history similar to King Prawn.

Fig. 3. GREEN TAIL or Greasy-back Prawn
(Metapenaeus maslersii). Body semi-transparent,
speckled with dark-brown; tip of tail greenish.
Irregular minutely hairy patches present, giving a
“greasy”’ effect. Grows to 5 in.; average com-
mercial size 3 in. Common in many estuaries and
coastal lakes of N.S.W. and Queensland. Active
mostly during dawn and dusk. Distributed along
the eastern Australian coast from temperate to
tropical regions. Normally matures and spawns
without recourse to migration seawards. A closely
related and similar sized inshore species is the

West Australian Green Tail (M. dalli), fished

commercially in the Swan, Murray and other
west coast rivers. Yet another, stouter bodied
commercial relative, the Offshore Greasy Back
(M. incisipes), carries irregular hairy patches, and
grows to over 6 in. It is, however, very distinctly
coloured, and rarely leaves the sea even to enter
the mouths of estuaries. It is at times fished
commercially in northern N.S.W. and Queensland
waters and ranges along the tropical north coast
to North-west Australia.

Fi.g. 4. BANANA or White Prawn (Pcnm‘us
merguiensis). Body a semi-transparent cream,
minutely speckled with blue; tail yellow, tipped
with greenish blue. Sometimes the body takes
on a pink to reddisk hue. Grows to 9 in. A
commercial species fished abundantly in southern
Queensland and West Australian offshore waters.
Spends some of its young stages in river
estuaries (inshore).  Apparently plentiful off-
shore along the coast of the northern half of
A.ustralia; rarely in northern N.S.W. waters.

Fig. 5. COMMON TIGER PRAWN (Pen-
acus esculentus). Abdomen carries light-brown
and mid-brown bands, with the spaces between a
buff to yellow colour; head spine with red ana
brown bands; tail red, tipped wi'h yellow, and with
fringes of dark red. Grows to 9 in. Often fished

commercially in offshore waters of southern
Queensland. Ranges around the coast from
N.EW. to North-west Australia. The other

related banded Australian species 1s the Black
or Giant Tiger (P. monodon) which grows
to over 12 in. Colour of body ranges from buff
to vivid blue, with grey crossbands on abdomen;
tail and bases of abdominal appendages blue.
Though of rare occurrence in northern N.S.W.
and Queensland offshore waters, it is of
commercial importance in Indian and Indonesian
seas: very likely to be later found plentiful in
north Australian tropical waters.

protected sea beaches behind the Great,
sarrier Reef. The results provided little
more information than to enable the
identification and particulars of the oceur-
rence of species. A very recent (1957)
and more ambitious long-term investioa-
tion of the same State’s prawn resources
has been commenced by the Commonwealth
Government Division of Fisheries (Depart-
ment of Primary Industry). The c¢rew of
its chartered vessel, M. V. Challenge, has
already had a measure of success in not
only being the first to locate the night-
swimming Humpback Prawn in possible
commercial quantities around the coral
isles of the Capricorn Group, east of Glad-
stone, but also by collecting the first known
specimens in Australian seas. This species,

Penaeopsis (Metapenacopsis) lamellatus,
was originally described from .Japanese
waters. Further to the south, in Tin Can
Bay at the end of Great Sandy Strait, the
('hallenge had earlier investigated the ex-
tent of concentrations of large King and
Tiger Prawns which had only recently been
discovered by a Moreton Bay fishermen.

In West Australia the Government Fish-
eries authority has also become interested
in the State’s potential prawn resources.
The M. V. Lancelin has been overating
there during recent years, exploring both
inshore and offshore waters, with useful
results.  Some technical assistance in the
project was given to the State authorities
by the local branch of the Commonwealth
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Scientific and Industrial Research Organi-
sation’s Division of Fisheries and Oceano-
oraphy. The same body also co-operated in
making available for a short term the
specialist services of Mr. W, Dall, from the
Division’s headquarters in Sydney, who
prepared a report on the identity and re-
lative abundance of species netted.

Although there are promising early signs
of a considerable Australian offshore prawn
fishery, it needs to be remembered that pro-
duction—a mere 7,000,000 Ib.—is so far
meagre compared with that of the United
States and that approximately five-sevenths
of it comes from New South Wales waters.
Nevertheless, the production is already
sufficient on the east coast alone to pro-
vide for the beginnings of a potential
lucrative export trade to the U.S.A. One
particular large species which has been
abundantly netted offshore has proved
most attractive to American buyers., who
are anxious to supplement the great though
imadequate supply which is available from
their own waters.

The comparatively small Australian pro-
duction fieures might fail to impress an
economist, but to a zoologist the future of
our prawn industry is extremely encourag-
ing. This is because the latter 1s aware that
about thirty species of the commercial
prawn family are known to occur in Aust-
ralian coastal waters, excluding New
Guinea, and that at least six of these are
of present commereial importance. Further-
more a few more of the balance may well
prove of value in the future and in this
part of the world there is a concentration
of prawn populations in the great faunal
region of which Australian waters form
an integral part. This region extends to
the seas of India and to southern Japanese
waters throueh the erowded islands of the
Jast Indies. It far exceeds the scope of
the Central American shrimp faunal area
and alone the North Australian coast at
least 1t is commercially unexplored. Avail-

able reports and the evidence of actual
specimens  sugeest  that  great  offshore

stocks abound along the whole of the tropi-
cal coastline.  One particular species of
persistent  occurrence  from the warmer
north-eastern waters rieght across to the
woest coast, is the laree Banana Prawn. and

there are hopeful signs that one day this
will be the prineipal commercial species
of northern parts. One need only consider
the potential prawn resources of the wide.
shallow and sandy-floored waters of the
Gult of Carpentaria to obtain some idea of
the hopeful picture for the future. How-
ever, it will depend on facilities, including
the use of modern cold storage., that can
only eventuate as a result of a larger and
hetter distributed population, to unlock any
untouched riches of our northern waters.

In considering the future of Austra-
lia’s prawn industry, it has to be accepted
that much exploratory investigation, in-
cluding a study of the behaviour of local
prawns is still needed.  Only by these
means can enough facts be established on
which regulations can be based so that the
industry ean be certain of producing abun-
dant and reeular supplies. As already
mentioned earlier the behaviour of those
species which form the mainstay of the
New South Wales fishery has already been
closely studied and the information obtain-
ed made available in printed reports.
Similar work has yet to be done on the
prawn stocks of other Australian waters.
Now that knowledge of prawn behaviour is
available for the comparatively highly pro-
ductive New South Wales waters, it is
highly desirable that stricter controls be
enforced. At present the custom of netting
prawns in the river estuaries and the coast-
al lakes continues; even set purse nets
are used across the outlet channels con-
necting lakes with the sea. It is obvious
that the industry must eventually cease to
be profitable if it is exploited at both ends.
The offshore prawn stocks of New South
Wales  are  predominantly King and
School Prawns, both of which are ocean
spawners:; the inshore waters arve merely
nurturineg erounds. It is to be reeretted
that both of these species are now being
netted at sea (offshore) in close proximity
to the inshore waters they have left. It
is certain that many of those thus captured
will have barely matured and have had
little opportunity to spawn. After reach-
ing maturity these seagoers live for a year
or more and spawn several times as they
erow larger and move farther out from
the coast.
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HisTORICAL [NTRODUCTION
OSSIBLY few Australian birds can
lay as wide a claim to the interest
of Australian readers as the Tas-

manian Mutton-bird, Puffinus tenirostris

(Temminek), known to ornitholoeists

under the book-names of Short-tailed or

Slemlvr-l'ailled Shearwater, to the Tasman-

lan Aborigines as ‘‘ Yolla’” and to the white

seafarers of Bass Strait as the *‘ Yowler’

Historically it enters the vecord ecarlier
tha.u white settlement of this country:
sociologically it has importance as the

only example of commercial wildfowling
successfully surviving in Australia and in
being the mdmsf‘]\' of 111(11 inferesting com-
munity, the Cape Barrven [slanders ;
«tlvntlhulll\ it amazes naturalists throueh
the rl\lillll‘-\]l]ll"' regularity of its breeding
timetable, its widespread migration and its

hcannily acceurate homing each year to
s exaet nesting site.  And it oceurs in
\lli'!l abundance that it could quite well

Australia’s most numerous bird.

Thoueh

_ did not receive a valid scienti-
fic name

{ until the Duteh ornithologist.
Oenraad Jacob Temminek. desceribed it in

AUSTR \l I L\ \lUHI*l \l \11\(;;\71\[‘
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1835, 1t had been referred to, deseribed
and illustrated by many voyagers and
naturalists very much earvlier. Possibly

the first reference to it is an obscure Rus-
sian  publication by the geographer
Krashaninnikev who recorded a seabivd
which might have been this in the Kuriles
in 1755. It must have come under the
notice of all of the navigators in the
Aleutians area for we now know that it is
one of the commonest petrels of those seas
in the northern summer. The first scienti-
fic record of it was made during (aptain
(Cook’s Third Expedition, when William
Ellis, an artist on the Discovery, meluded
a study of the bird in a series of paintings
of matural history subjects made during
the voyage. Unfortunately it never
published but the folio is preserved at the
British Musewm (Natural History) and
when I was in London in 1955 T fook a
kodachrome photoegraph of it, which is re-
produced here, the first portrait of our
Mutton-bird. Ellis painted his picture in
August, 1778, in Lat. T0°N., **in the Aretie
Ocean, between Asia and America’. the
hirds beine found amone ice

Was

“[ll',\'.
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The migratory path of
the Tasmanian Mutton-
bird in the Pacific
Ocean. The white, open
arrows represent  the
general course of the
hirds' flight and the

black arrows the prevail-
ing wind directions at the
particular time and place.

Del, . M. Ston

Another early relic of the mutton-bird
which I was able to examine abroad was
the earliest surviving skin of a scientifi-
cally taken specimen. This was in the
University  Zoological  Museum, Berlin,
where Professor Erwin Stresemann showed
me a speceimen  collected by the German
naturalist, Carl Ilemmrich Merck, who ac-
companied Captain Joseph Billings’ ex-
pedition between Okhotsk and Alaska be-
tween 1787 and 1791, Dr. Merck collected

several specimens which passed throueh
the hands of Peter Paul Pallas, distin-

euished for his early zoological surveys of
the Russian Empire, but unfortunately
they were incorrectly referred to other
species such as Procellaria acquinoetialis.

All these records refer to birds encount-
ered during their exodus migration from
Australia.  No really important observa-
tions were made in their ““home orounds’’
until after the coming of the First Fleet in
1788.

It was Matthew Flinders who first

put
the mutton-bird on the Australian

ey,

Ile deseribed the abundance of *‘sooty
shear-waters’™ and his report on the sealing
potentialities of the Bass Strait islands
drew the first white visitors to them. Many
intermarried with the native Tasmanians.
their descendants arve there today, and the
“‘sooly shearwater’™ from the beginning
played an important part in their economy.
When and why the bird acquired its name
of ““mutton-bird”’, which it sharves with
other petrels in Australia and New Zeal-
and, is not certainly known. The earliest
use of the name “‘mutton-bird™ which I
can trace is on a plate in the **Watling
Drawines’™  at the British Museum. O
one of them, of the Norfolk Island Petrel.
there is an annotation, *‘Norfolk Island
Petrel or the Mutton Bird in full feather .
This note was probably written by Sur-
aeon-General John White who was in New
South Wales between 1788 and 1794,
FARLIER INVESTIGATIONS

The exploitation of the mutton-bird 1
the Tasmanian region from the late 18th
century until the present day naturally
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led to great interest
the bird and a considerable literature has
accumulated. So compelling is the interest
i many phases of the bird’s nesting evele
that visitors to the islands, laymen as well
as naturalists, have unable to resist
all uree ““to write a paper on the mlh,it‘t'f *
Dutstanding amongest these was Dr. H. II.
Montgomery, a former Bishop of Tasmania.
and I';ler of the distinguished Field-Mar-
shal of the late war, Monteomery visited
the lmnv:m\ Group in the course of his
episcopal duties, and like ever vone else soon
tell under the spell of the mutton-bird.
He delved into the study more energeti-
cally than most visitors and

bheen

his papers in

Ibis (1898) and the Papers and Proceed-
”’”j‘ of the Royal Nociety of Tasmania
(1891, 1896) will he always valuable refer-
‘nees.  He maintained his interest in the
sfoup long after he returned to England
Tt]:"?l |I!H last  published contribution (in
720) is of interest in that he held to his
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i the life history of

old belief, even at that late date, that the
birds migrated south to Antarctic waters.
The writings of journalists and other anth-
ors on the birds, in newspapers and maga-
zines, are legion.

So when in 1947 the (".S.I.R.0O. and the
Tasmanian Fauna Protection Board beean
an investigation into the mutton-bird there
was already much published information
available on the subject, but it was difficult
to evaluate its reliability. Accordingly a
comprehensive study on a small ““manage-
able’” population was begun. A small is-
land off Lady Barron (the well-known

Tasmanian Mutton-

The earliest portrait made of the
bird. Reproduction of a coloured painting by William

Ellis, made during Captain Cook’s Third Expedition,

August 1778,

Reproduced by courtesy of the Trustees of the British

Museum  (N.HL).

mutton-birding c¢entre on the southerm
shore of Flinders Island) was ¢hosen as the
base for investigations. This was Fisher
Island, named after Police Sereecant Georoe
A. Fisher, who, whilst he was the district
police officer, behaved according to pattern
and, falling under the fascination of the
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bird, began investigations by using the
marking technique on the fledglings.
Fisher, however, did not remain long
enough at his station to reap any harvest
from his well-planned efforts. The follow-
ing facts on the life history of this bird
have emerged from the field and laboratory
work we have carried out.

Laxprann 1o EGerAaving

Puffinus tenuwirostris is a very long-lived
creature and for a bird of its size has an
unusually lengthy period of sexual 1m-
maturity. Female birds begin to breed
at 5 to 7 years of age and males at 7 to
8 years. Immature birds do not make a
landfall, once they leave their natal islands
as fledglings, until they are 3 to 4 yvears
of age. This has been a pitfall not only to
the earlier investicators of the bird but
also to workers on petrel species overseas
who have depended on conventional alu-
mininm leg-rings for marking individual
birds. Alumininm rines have a short life
in sea-water owing to the combined effects
of corrosion and abrasion. We soon realis-
ed that some more durable metal was essen-
tial and 1t was only after the use of monel
metal rines was adopted that results began
o appear.

The sexually mature. breedine birds
return from their migration to the nest-
g islands in the last week of September,
and by then gametogenesis, or develop-
ment of the gametes (or reproduc-
tive cells), 1s well advanced. In the
male bunched spermatozoa have already
developed in  the seminiferous tubules,
while in the female the oocytes, thoueh
small, have begun their steep seasonal in-
crease in  size.  Burrows are actively
serateched out and vocal performances en-
liven the rookeries at night. Though ege-
laying does not begin until the third week
in November a striking behavioural change
oceurs at the beginning of November. The
birds vacate the islands entirely and do
not return again until the onset of eco-
laying.

This exodus is correlated with the attain-
ment of the peak of gametogenesis in the
male. and the shedding of sperms. [t
seems that the exodus follows immediately
on fertilisation and the birds leave for the

THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM MAGAZINE

JUNE 15, 1958

open sea whilst the single very large ego
matures (it weighs about 85 em. and is
about 16 per cent. of the female body
weight ). Though this pre-egelaying exodus
was known in the Tasmanian mutton-hird
from very early times it was not deteeted
in other petrels until comparatively lately.
Recent studies on the European Fulmar
(Fulmarus glacialis) and  other petrels
sugeest that it may be a general pheno-
menon in petrels, with some modifications
imposed by local environmental
That it was more readily pereeived in our
bird is due, undoubtedly, to its short tele-
seoped  ege-laying season, thus ensuring

STIresses,

that most individnals are in phase with
each other. In species like the Fulmar
and the Manx Shearwater  (Puffinus

puffinus), whieh are the ones that have
been most studied abroad. the eeo-lavine
is protracted in time and in consequence
individuals in a colony are strung out in
various phases of the gonad (reproductive
orean) evele, thus blurring the hehaviour
pattern when the species is observed in
the mass and not studied as individuals,

Ege-laying with our bird starts about
November 20,22 and ends about November
30 to December 2. The calendar is invari-
able from year to year and tfrom rookery to
rookery. though these are spread through

eleven degrees of  latitudefrom near
(‘eduna, i South Anstralia to southern
Tasmania—adjacent to seas whieh differ
widely in  temperature, chemistry  and

currents.  Year to year variations in the
local sea conditions. or the weather. have
no influence on the breeding calendar.
which is the same now as when the earliest
observers wrote their accounts over a hun-
dred years ago. Naturally this exciting
constancy has challenged biologists for an
explanation, but its full solution has vet
to be found. A\ preliminary experiment
in Perth in 1957 has demonstrated the
existence of a 12 months internal eyele.
However this must be geared to the
annual calendar by some external recula-
tor. Such a constancy as we know exists
cai only be produced by some astronomical
factor and the one which immediately sug-
gests itself is the seasonal change in the
hours of daylight. IHow it funetions in

the ease of the mutton-bird i1s not known
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at present, but we are reasonably sure that
the stimulus which sparked off the coming
preeding cyele must have activated the
birds before they reached Australia.

[NCUBATION AND FLEDGING

When the birds return to their nesting
islands for the egg-layving the male conad
is in a remarkable condition. It has
dwindled drastically in size and the semini-
ferous tubules in which the sperms are
pmdm-vtl are in a state of fatty metamor-
phosis (i.e., contain break-down produuik
of a fatty nature). No other avian species
shows a more rapid testis collapse, though
this may be echaracteristic of the petrel
group. Further fertilizations are impos-
sible in the same season and hence it is
physically out of the question for a see-
ond egg to be produced if the first is lost.
When the ege is laid the female departs to
sea to recuperate from her ordeal. The
male remains to take the first incubation
shift.  This lasts usually between 12 and
14 days, during which time he remains
continuously in the burrow, without re-
ceiving any food. The female takes the
second shift, of 10 to 13 days., and the
regime of alternating duty continues until
hatching.  This usually oceurs during the
female’s second shift, between January 10
and 23, The total incubation period is
between 52 and 55 days.

The newly hatched chick is tended con-
tinuously by the parents for rarely longer
than two days and is then left alone h\
day. Both parents share in the feeding.
which takes place at intervals and the
voung bird may have to undergo lengthy
fasts of several days between Gargantuan
banquets of krill (mostly the Euphausid
‘rustacean, Nyetiphanes australis). The
wrowth rate is rapid and the fledgling may
come to exceed the weight of large adults
in little more than a month after hatching,
though this weight is not usnally attained
wtil early March., As the voung bird be-
tomes fully fledged the meals are smaller
d when the fledelings receive their last
neal, some time during April, the parents
‘tase their visits to the island. This is
1[”"“"~"il||t'tl “desertion period’ or ““star-
Yation period’” and may last about a fort-
Nght.  The youngsters emerge from the

burrows at night, vigorously exercise their
wings and at length make their own de-
parture from the natal islands. This
exodus of the fledglings usually occurs
from the third week in April to the first
week in May. The islands and neighbour-
ing seas will see them and their parents,
no more until the following sprine.

MiagrarioN

The nature of this migration has long
been a matter of spec Ill‘itlmi We lmw_
seen that Montgomery retained a belief
in an Antarctic wandering. Some ornitho-
logists were loath to believe that the birds
in the northern Pacific could be of the
same breeding stoek as the Australian
birds, and typical of this sehool of thought
were the late Gregory Mathews and Tom
Iredale. The first crnithologist to suggest
that the north Pacific birds were Austra-
lian birds on migration was A. J. Camp-
bell.  Though a mass of circumstantial
evidence was built up in support of the
idea (ef. Serventy, 1953), it was only
in 1955 that the first positive proof was
obtained by a banding record. Sinee then
three additional banded birds from Aus-
tralia have been recovered in the Aleutians
and the Bering Sea.

The route followed on migration appears
to be largely conditioned by the direction
and strength of the prevailing winds. In
the map on page 328 the generalised
course of the migratory cireuit (based on
reliable sight observations and specimens
collected by expeditions) is shown by the
open arrows. The black arrows represent
the direction of the prevailing winds af
the time the birds are traversing the parti-
cular sector. 1t will be seen that by flying
a round-about ‘‘figure of eight’ course
over the Pacific the birds are wind-
assisted. The only place where they meet
with any strong wind resistance is on the
southward leg of the route when returning
to Australia in the spring. IHere they
have to battle against the strong South-
cast Trades which blow all the vear round
across the Pacific,  Wherever they cross
this belt the birds must encounter strong
winds.

the exhaustion which
suffer  in breaking

Probably it s
some  of  them
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through this wind barrier ,that may
be a contributing factor in the mortali-

ties that oceur in some years along
the east Australian coast during the

spring migration. If the surface food of
small fish and plankton should be tempo-
rarvily absent, just when they most need
it, then the hard-pressed birds may be in
severe straits. The weaker ones will perish
from hunger. It has been established, from
the recoveries of ringed birds and the tim-
ing of the mortalities (usually during late
October through to early January) that
the vietims are principally first-year birds,
inexperienced youngsters which are less
able than their elders to avoid the various
hazards of oceanie life. It is the first-
year, and some second-year birds too,
which are the ones that become enmeshed
in fishing nets in the north Pacific and so

provide us with most of the recoveries
there of our ringed birds.
These youthful first and second-year

birds share in the general migration of the
more mature birds, though some individ-
uals among them may continue to spend
the southern summer in the north. Such
behaviour is not unusual with other trans-
ecquatorial migrants, such as the waders.
[lowever even though they may migrate
south with the breeding birds the first
and second-vear individuals do not c¢ome
ashore but remain at sea. It is only when
they reach three years of age that they
effect a landfall, and then only compara-
tively briefly, between hatehing time in
Janmary and the third week in March.
The fourth-year birds show a similar be-
haviour but more appear to come ashore
at this age than at three vears, and some
mdividuals even put in an appearance
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carlier in the season, namely from mid-
December onwards.  When they are five
vears and older the birds appear to come
ashore with the breeding adults, though*
many remain unmated.

Young birds return to the islands on
which they were raised, and will attempt
to nest there themselves. Several bivds hateh-
ed on Kisher Island are now established
breeders there, but we have not yet deter-
mined to what degree inter-island dispersal
exists.  Onee a bird begins to breed on a
particular site it tends to return to the
same spot each season with remarkable
fidelity. Often it remains mated with the
same partner. On Fisher Island there are
several examples of birds which have bred
together each year since observations first
began in 1947.

Several  Australian  ornithologists, in-
cluding members of the staff of the Austra-
lian Musenm, have participated in the
field work at Kisher Island and assisted
in the gathering of the facts which made
up the foregoing account. Other readers
of this MAGAZINE may assist in this pro-
ject in the future by observations, as the
opportunity offers, of the migratory move-
ments of these birds around the coastline
of south-eastern Australia, and by the in-
spection for leg-rings on birds washed up
ashore. It possible exact counts should
be kept of the number of all such birds en-
countered so that when ringed individuals
are evenfually found among them statisti-
cal computations may be attempted on
various population problems. The author
wonld be glad to enter into correspondence
with any reader who may wish to carry out
local observations on the species.

Marine Crayfish

For most of the year, the waters of the New
South Wales central coast can he correctly termed
temperate. There is, however, a period during the
warmest season, between January and  Marel,
when the temperature of the ocean lapping our
Beaches high as 76°F. The ecause is
found in cddies from the warm tropical current
whiclh swings elose inshore, bringing with it o
vagrant fauna from northern seas,  I'n this coun-

rises  as

neetion there are many
and erustacean species,
niged is a  colourful
Panulivus ornatus.

notable records of fish
The latest to be reeog:
tropieal marine erayfish
: An example of the species.
not previously recognised from New South Wales,
wias captured in a prawn trawl in Port Jackson
i February this year, and presented to the Aus
tralian Museum by Dr. A. Racek, biologist to the
State Risheries.,
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emitting jets of fluid through its dorsal pores.

=1

A 4 ft. long worm responding to an unpleasant stimulus (a few drops of methylated spirit) by

It contracted and writhed violently while squirting.

Photo. kG

Pope.

Giant Earthworms

By ELIZABETH C. POPE

NTIL 1939 the presence of giant
earthworms in northern New South
Wales was unknown; only Gipps-
land, Victoria, could boast of quantities
of the world’s largest land worms. In
that year, however, in State Forests near
Kyogle, some giant worms were noticed by
forestry workers who were making new
roadways. When bulldozers were brought

mto the rain forest to push over ftrees
and stumps, many broken pieces about
6 s, long and 1 in. diameter. of what

lvoked like huge earthworms, were seen in
the moist red soil beneath the roots.

These notes on the first discovery of the
ciant Kyogle worms have kindly been sup-
plied to the anthor by Mr. W. T. Jones, who
at that time was working for the State
Forestry Commission but who is now with
C.S.1L.R.O. in Brisbane. He recounted how,
as work progressed at (‘ox’s Road in the
Foonumbar State Forest and the roadway
penetrated deeper and the

deeper into

rain forest, the worms found were larger
and more plentiful. **As with most things
of this nature,”” he said, “‘they became
so common that their novelty soon wore
oft and they were temporarily forgotten.™

Some vears later, in the late 1940°s. a
fragmented worm reached the Australian
Museum by a roundabout route as a re-
sult of a radio quiz session and caused
a great deal of interest on account of ifs
size,  However, nothing could be done at
that time to arrange an expedition to col-
leet and preserve complete giant worms or
to observe their oceurrence in the field. An
opportunity to do so came in May, 1957,
and with the help of local State Forestry
Messrs. . Dalton, G. Ruttley and
R. Ellis—and especially through the kind
offices of Mr. R. Titmarsh, Manager of the
timber mill at Grevillea which was carry-
ing on logging operations in the area, a
most successful trip was made.

officers:
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Five Kixps

In all, five distinetly different kinds of
worm were taken of which only one re-
sembled the common or garden. introduced
species in size and appearance. Of the
remaining four (all suspected of being
native species) one was of the giant kind
(the reason for the expedition) and forty-
four whole specimens of these were suecess-
fully pickled for the Museum's collection.
A second, salmon-pink, species was dubbed
“*the spaghetti worm’ on account of its
long, attenuated body, no thicker than that
of a normal ecarthworm but over 1 ft. in
length.  Another species was striped al-
ternately in cream and black c¢ross bands
(like a football jersey) and only one speci
men of this sort was seen in spite of tons
of soil being overturned. Finally, there
was a second very large species which
differed from the f_l'i:lltt!-; 11 .]mHm-H_»;i”:_‘r :
better  developed  elitellum
breeding ring) and in
shorter in length.

(thickened
being somewhat

A haul as rich as this in the extremely
difficnlt terrain could only have been ac-
complished with the aid of bulldozers
which were able to turn over large quanti-
ties of soil and knock down many trees in
a few hours. Weeks of digging with spades
could mot have accomplished mnearly as
much, for many worms burrow in and out
between tree roots and when disturbed can

MUSEUM
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By using a bulldozer
(left) to push over
shallow rooted trees giant
carthworms are collected
much more readily than
by digging with a spade
and following the bur-

rows.

Once a tree 1s down
(below) earthworms are
almost sure to be found
in the tangled mass of
roots and red soil. They
relreat very sm;:rll}' into
the ground and must be
seized quit'k[}',

move away  quickly  enough to
evade capture.

dig and

In 1952 Dayid Fleay ' deseribed what
are obviously the same kind of large worms
at West Burleigh in Queensland and men
tioned that they also ocenr in the Laming
ton National Park, Gympie, and Drisbane
areas. In his notes to us Mr. Jones men
tioned that giant worms also ocenrred in
the basalt soils of the Atherton Tablelands
and his statements have been confirmed by
other forestry workers, It is thus apparent

that the morthern giant worms have a

L Talking ol Jacarandi I’riess

Brishane, p. 1

\nimals 1056
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wider distribution than the giant Megasco-
lides australis worms of Gippsland, which
according to Miss Hope Macepherson of th.L:
National Museum of Viectoria, “‘are often
reported as oceurring in the Bass River
Valley but more correctly come from the
hillsides of the watershed of the DBass
River and the southern slopes of the
Strzelecki ranges’’.

ANATOMY

ven in the largest specimens of the
Kyogle worms the body has the charac-
teristic, somewhat iridescent ‘‘skin’’ of the
regular earthworm, marked at intervals by
clearly defined grooves into segments. The
segments are more easily seen when the
worm 1s opened up and it is then also
clear that secondary ringing occeurs on the
skin that has nothing to do with internal
arrangement of the organs. When the live
worm is ‘‘stroked the wrong way’'’, i.c.,
from behind forwards, tiny bristles or
setae are tfelt. These are arranged in eight
longitudinal rows two pairs on either side
(Ilf the midline, in the lower half of the
ody.

Some of the internal structures of the
glant worms are interesting. There are,
for instance, two large, distinet gizzards
which lie in segments 6 and 7 and this
feature at once distinguishes these worms
trom Megascolides australis which, accord-
ng to Baldwin Spencer, has only one. In
many other features, however, there is a
close resemblance between the two kinds
of worm. The girth of the body gradually
mereases behind the front four seements
of the body to reach its maximum in seg-
ment 10 or 11 and from this point it de-
ereases again gradually till just in front
of the darkened eclitellum. Here it reaches
a size which remains uniform throughout
the remainder of the long body, except for
the final few segments where it again in-
creases slightly in girth. The dividing in-
ternal walls (septa) between one segment
of the body and the next in the wider sec-
tons of the worm are greatly reinforced
by strong tissues and obviously act like
bulkheads to strengthen and keep rigid
these parts of the worm during anchoring
or burrowine operations.
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A cylindrical worm cast and portion of the burrow
in which it was found.

Photao.,—I1.

Hughes,

LiocomorioN

The method of locomotion is interesting
since the setae are used but little during
progress through the soil. First the tail
end is seen to swell up and anchor itself
in the burrow by means of the thickened,
reinforced seements. Then the front end
relaxes its grip on the burrow and extends
forward as far as possible. The girth of
the front ‘“‘swollen’ area of the body is
increased till it is plugged firmly in the
burrow and erips well. Then the tail end
is relaxed and the body drawn towards
the front end—to take a new hold on the
burrow walls and allow the operation to
be repeated. Progress by this method is
surprisingly fast and so long as one end
of the worm remains buried in the ground
the animal can retreat very quickly from a
would-be capturer. Once removed from its
burrow its movements become very slug-
eish.

When the bulldozer eut a section along

a bank of soil, inch-wide worm burrows
could be seen extending vertically from 3



THE AUSTRALIAN

336

to o ft. down. This was in May. just
atter the close of the wel season.  Aceord-
ing to Mr. Jones and to other foresters. the
worms emerge from their burrows during
very wet periods and move around among
the surface litter and it is at this time that
they are pounced upon by their predators
Fleay has reported similar behaviour in
the Queensland worms.

H ABITAT

The worms of the Kyogle distriet arve
found not in valleys but up on high ridges

that are densely clothed with broadleat

cain forest which., north of the Richmondg
River, grows extremely thickly. Flooded
Gums., Red and Yellow Carrabeens, Booy
ongs, IHoop Pines, figs of several species
and Pigeonberry Ash frees were some of
the species we learned to recognise in the
thick tangle; every now and then a magni-

ficent giant DBlue Gum would stand ont.
Lawyer vines and hooked ereepers trailed
from the trees which were covered swith
arowths of stachorns, mosses, ferns and

orchids; amidst this tangle of erowth it
was difficult to move except on cut tracks
or logeing roads.

The soil was a rich-lookine red basaltie
type which even in this dry season. seemed
very moist to the touch. The atmosphere
was dank and cold m the
of the forest and the forest Hoor had a
thick carpet of leaf would—an environ
ment well-suited to earthworms and ani-
mals with similar habitat veauirements, 1t
is therefore, not surprising to find worms
of such size, variety and abundance in these
surroundings.  For every one of the forty
or so elant worms we took whole and alive.
at least ten must have been rejected bheequg:
of injury due to bulldozing or some other
mischance, not to mention those that
“turned on a sprayinge mateh™ and dis-
appeared mto the soil before we could seize
them.

intense shade

of

number

A oreat WOPINS  Were  seen
when shallow-rooted trees like the Red
Carrabeens  (Geissors  benthami) were

knocked over by the “dozer—their burrows
tunnelling in and out among the taneled
mat of [ such situations worms
could escape more often than not. for if
was impossible to chop through roots fast

Iroots.
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enough to keep up with their PIOUPesy
and even if a worm were grabbed and hel(
by one end it would break in two rather
than release its underground hold. and
their strength was remarkable.  As a final
resort when disturbed they would S
out numerous fine jets of fluid from a liye
of pores all along the centres of their hacks
and it was most difficult to maintain a arip
on their slippery bodies.  Their ability to
squirt was however, not as great as that of
the Squirter Worms from the brush forests
round Sydney that have already been des
cribed in an earlier article” Whereas the
Squirter can produce a spray at ereater
pressure and up to 4 ft. in the
air, the giant worms can squirt fluid for

“shoot ™

Australinn Museum  Magazine
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A typical habitat of the gianl worms, Toonumbar
State Ferest, near Kyogle, N.S.W. A variety of
trees, epiphytic ferns and creepers, palms and a
Strangler Fig with a clump of small Carrabeen
trees, to the right, are seen on the edge of a clearing.

&

Photao K L Irap
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only a foot or two. Such squirting be-
haviour may prove a defence against
Kookaburras which, according to foresters,
prey on them during their perambulations
above ground in wet weather. Ilowever,
it seems more probable that the true func-
tion of the fluid is the lubrication of bur-
rows during locomotion. The fluid seems
harmless in its effeets on human skin.,

ODOUR

There is a peeculiar, somewhat sickly
aromatic smell assoeciated with the giant
worms which remains even after they have
been preserved in alcohol for several
months. Gippsland worms are reputed to
have a smell somewhat akin to ereosote
and, according to Professor MeCoy, who
first wrote about them, this made them un-
palatable to chickens. The evidence of pre-
dation by Kookaburras on the northern
species, however, would seem to point to
the fact that whatever causes their pecu-
liar smell it does not ruin their palatabil-
itv. A great deal of fibrous, woody
material which had not been greatly broken
down by digestive processes or the grind-
ing of the two very muscular gizzards was
found among the ““soil”” in the hinder part
of the giant worm’s gut. It, therefore, is
possible that the peculiar smell may result
from the quantity of essential oils passed
through the body in consequence of the
imtake of roots and of leaves (if. indeed.,
leaves do form part of the diet).

No signs of castings were seen in May
although a special search was made for
them, but Mr. Jones informed us that at
certain  times cone-shaped casts can be
seenn on the forest floor. If aceident causes
a4 break in the walls, cast material is also
used to plug burrows or to reduce water
loss in the ““dry”’. One such cast and a
portion of the burrow in which it was
Found are illustrated.

CoLoor

The colour of the live worms is partly
determined by the red earth contained in
the digestive canal. The outer wall of the
body is a rich olive green, but when the
redd earth shows through the effeet is for
the worm to appear grey except for seg-
ments 14 to 18 which form the elitellum
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and are a dark purply brown on the dor-
sal surface. The clitellar region does not
normally differ in girth from the general
body size but it may do so in the breeding
season. No egg cocoons were seen at
Kyogle and no information has yet been
obtained as to breeding times or habits.
David Fleay mentions that the worms from
West Burleigh produce egg cocoons simi-
lar to those of the Gippsland worm.

So1L AERATION !

When a few damaged worms were left
for a time in a dish the body-fluid that
oozed from the tissues was red (the colour
typical of haemoglobin). Unfortunately,
chemical tests have not been carried out
on the fluid but, since the sub-soils of our
northern rain-forests are generally hadly
aerated (owing to the high humus content
of the surface soil and the consequent con-
sumption of oxygen by the humus). the
supposition that the red colour is due
to a red respiratory pigment is a plausi-
ble one. W. D. Francis® who has given
an excellent general account of Australian
jungle and its environment, attributes the

development in the frees of buttressed
stems and shallow root systems (which
were characteristic in areas where the

worms flourished) to the lack of oxyeen in
the sub-soil, The numerous, winding and
interlacing worm-tunnels may thus play an
important part in aerating the sub-soil in
the rain-torests of Kvogle and instead of
being a mere curiosity the worms may well
prove to play an important role in the
ecology of the rain-forests.

Whatever may be the environmental con-
ditions limiting their distribution, the giant
worms seem to be found only in association
with rain-forests, for even the area in
Gippsland, Vietoria, where the largest ones
now live, was formerly clothed by a wet
or high forest, Blue Gum-Mountain Ash
association. The known distribution of the
large worms is discontinuous and is associ-
ated with certain of the rain-forests. These
are characterised by dense vegetation, a
great diversity of plant speecies, high rain-
fall (60 in. per annum in most
and soils of a basaltic or granitic origin.

[liill'l'.‘i"’

*Australinn Rain-Forest
I'rinter, Brishane,

Frees,'” 1929,

Queensland, pp. 190,

Giovernment
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Kven in May, in the dense shade of the
forest of northern New South Wales the
coolness of the humid atmosphere was sur-
prising.

SURVIVAL

At the present time the worms arve flouri-
shing and plentiful in the primitive un-
touched rain-forest, but the effect of the
opening up of the jungle for timber cuti-
img may prove unfavourable for them.
HHowever, it is possible that under present
forestry management, the jungle habitaf,
will remain sufficiently stable to permit
their survival. It is true that worms lack
the appeal of Koalas and the scientific
interest of the Platypus and marsupials,
but if people will travel to see the so-
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called tame eels of New Zealand then they
might be induced to take an interest i,
carthworms as big as snakes—especially jf
exhibited amid the sceenie grandeurs of
Mount Lindsay and the Macpherson
Ranges.

It will be noted that a scientific name
has not been ascribed to the giant worm
from Kyogle. This is because it does nof
conform to the detailed deseriptions of any
of the known genera of the Australian
carthworms. Fleay placed the giant worms
in the genus Digaster. Bven though the
Kyogle worms are not exactly like authen-
tic specimens of Digaster housed in the
Australian  Museum collections, for the
time being they may be considered as be-
longing to this genus.

Retirement of M

The Curator of Mammals and Skeletons at the
Australian Museum. Mr. Ellis le Geyt Troughton,
F.R.Z.8,, CMZS, retived on 29th April, after
more than fifty vears serviece at the Museum,

Mr. Troughton joined the Musenm staff as a
scientifie cadet in January, 1908, at the age of 15.
He studied zoology at Sydney Teehnical College
and at the University, and was trained in musenm
work by curators in the ethnological and zoologi-
cal  departments of the Muoseum.

In World War I he saw active serviee with
the A.TLF. as a stretecher-bearer with the 4th Field
Ambulanee in France, During leave from the
Arimy he studied collections at the British Museum
and on returning to Sydney he was given the
task of organising a Department of Mammals and
Skeletons,  thus  becoming the  first  full-time
Curator of Mammals in any Australian museunm,
position which he held for 38 years,

Me. Troughton organised, or accompanicd, a
number of field expeditions and has colleeted in
pvery State of the Commonwealth Noew
Giuinen and the Santa Cruz Group.

Investigations whiceh he has undertaken of ccono-
mie significance have ineluded a study of cane-
field mammals aeting  as  reservoirs of Weil's
IFisease in Queensland and of the mammal-reser-
voirs of the mite-borne seruly typhus.

During the last World War, My, Troughton
was  seconded to the Scientific Liaison Bureau,
with commissioned rank, for field serviee with
the Tropieal Seientific Seetion of the ALF. in
the Territories of Papua and New Guinea and
Duteh New Guinea, including the islands of Biak
and Morotai.

r. Ellis Troughton
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In the course of three tours abroad, on long
scrvice leave, he visited the major museums of
the United Kingdom, the Continent and the
United States to study c}fl'ul'ut-um methods and
their collections of Australian mammals.

1is well-known book Furred Animals of Aust-
ralia, published by :Allglls :mfi Robertson, Sydney,
in 1941, which provided the first complete populas
guide to these mammals, has run to several edi-
tions, ineluding an Ameriean one. It is used
for university instruction in the United States
and the Commonwealth Government has distributed
1,000 copies in Colombo Plan countries.

Other seientifie and popular writings comprise
114 titles in the Records and Memoirs of the
Australian Museum, and other State museums, the
Proceedings of the Zoological Soeiety of London,
the Journal of the American Society of Mammalo-
gists and in the Proceedings of various Australian
seientific societies. He has written no less than
30 articles for the Australian Museum Magazine,

At the Auckland meeting of the Australian and
New Zealand Association for the Advancement of
Seience (19371, Mr. Troughton was eleeted IHon.
Seeretary of the Biological Survey of Australia
Committee of ANZ.AAS. and at the Perth
meeting in 1947 this Committee sponsored the
Recommendation to the Commonwenlth Govern-
ment which paved the way for the establishment
of the Wildlife Survey Section of the C.S.I1.R.O.
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Mr. Troughton took part in the initial seienti-
fic reconnaissance of the Mount Koseiusko
National Park and submitted a veport on the
mammal fauna of the Park to the State Park
Trust. As part of his numerous and varied acti-
vities he has served terms as DPresident of the
Linnean Society of N.S.W. and of the Royal
Zoologieal Society, and as representative of loeal
seientifie societies has served on the N.S.W, State
Fauna Protection Panel continuously sinee its
ineeption in 1949,

*Troughtie”, as he is affeetionately known to
his many friends, is a good mixer and his
recitations at parties and smokos will long he
remembered. He has performed in repertory
theatre plays with distinetion. A keen theatre and
ballet **fan™, his memories of the stage cover the
times from H, B, Trving and Adeline Genee fo
the present day.

He has ever been a champion of the underdog
and in the past agitated for better salaries for
the younger members of the staff. At the time
when he joined the Museum his salary was 10/
a week!

We wish him a long and enjoyable vetirement.

G.P.W,

Book Reviews

ZC0GEOGRAPHY : THE (GEOGRAPIIICAL DISTRIBUTION
OF ANIMALS. 3y Philip J. Darlington Jr. pp.
1, 675, 80 figures, John Wiley & Sons, Ine. New
Ylli'k.
Price 15 dollars.
In the preface this bhook is deseribed as * an
dttempt to amass faets, put the faects together,
ind discover or rediscover the prineiples of geo-
graphieal distribution of animals over the world.”
It is concerned solely with land and fresh-water
vertebrates and  secks  in particular to answer
the following four questions:  What is the main
pattern of animal distribution? [Tow has the
pattern been formed?  Why has the pattern been
tormed and what does animal distribution tell
ahout ancient landg and elimates!

The greater part of the book consists of the
Presentation of information relating to the
ribution of terrestrial vertebrates and in assemb-
ling thege the author has undoubtedly performed
[ t:xl}::nh];- service to biologienl seienee; it is quite
Certain that his book will have wide use as a
ouree of reference.  As well as chapters on the
iilﬁtl'!'lllti[}li of the various Lrounns of vertebrates
here are others on Faunal Regions, Island Pat-
Evolution of Geographieal Patterns, the

(|i.~i-

"":I.].\'.

Past in the light of Zoogcography and the Prinei-

ples of Zoogeography. All these are elearly and
simply written and stimulate interest, though some
will possibly provoke eontroversy.

In the reviewer’s opinion, the anthor, when cou-
sidering the significance of animal distribution,
has sometimes placed too much weight on the
absence of groups from a region and not always
enough on the faets of their presence. Although
he suggests that the story of animal distribution
as told by vertebrates is different from those of
plants and inseets he nevertheless provides evis
denee which suggests that they arve in fact in
many ways identical.  Dr. Darlington is eleariy
of the opinion that the hypothesis of Continental
Drift is unnecessary in order to explain animal
distribution, but he acknowledges that there may
have been a conneetion between southern South
Ameriea and Australin before the Tertiary: yet
having done this he then proceeds to give possible
reasons for the distribution of inseets in the
southern continents which completely ignore the
Illl.\.‘iiili”l_\‘ of Drift!

This eriticism is however of little moment, sinee
the hook is not concerned with inseets and makes
mention of them only in passing. In the preface
Dy, Darlineton acknowledges that he has been
lucky in many ways. Readers of Zoogeography
will agree that they too ave Inecky in having the
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benefit of the author's wide interests and pro-
longed and deep thought made available to them
in a readable form, on a subject of such great
interest,

J. W E:

A RECLASSIFICATICN OF THE
By F. €. Fraser. Svdney  (Royal Zoological
Society of New South Wales. November, 1957),
pp. 133, figs. 62, 1 pl. frontispiece. Price 12/6d.

This work on a new classification of the dragon-
flics represents a revision of an earlier series of
papers® which appeared in three parts in the
Australian Zoologist, Vol, 9, Nos, 2, 3, 4, 1938-
1940,

In the preface to the present work the author
points out: “During the nineteen years which
have elapsed sinee the first part of the Tillyard
and  Freaser Classification appearved. considerable
advances have been made in the study and inter-
pretation of the venation of the Odonate wing;
the result has been to modify some of the views
which we held on the taxonomy of the Order.”

In this revision the dragonflics are dealt with
on a world basis, the author traecing the develop-
ment of the venation of their wings from fossil
records to the forms of the present day. The
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relationships of dragonflies to allied Opde
discussed before he deals with the (1
which, as the title suggests, is the m
the work.
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In dealing with the aectual elassification of the
Order, the author defines the various subdivisions
(viz. suborders, families, subfamilies, and genepy
both fossil and recent) in dichotomous keys. many
of these division headings being proposed as new.

The work is primarily for the advanced student

in entomology; the amateur entomologist who
wishes to identify his specimens specifieally wi
find that the Classifieation stops at the generic
headings, and therefore would to him he gf
limited use. The author, and the Royal Zoologi.
cal Society of New South Wales, are to bhe cop.
gratulated upon the production of a work of
considerable merit; one which should prove to be
of inestimable value to entomologists in Australia
and abroad. The publication itself has bheen
printed by E. J. Miller & Co., Erskineville, Sydney,
for the Society, and refleets eredit upon printers
and  publishers alike,
- It is hoped that in the mnear future Colonel
Fraser will be able to prepare for the Royal
Zoological Society of New South Wales a similar
work dealing exclusively with the Australian
species of Odonata, for this eontinent is rich in
interesting and beantiful forms of dragonflies.

AM.

Notes and News

Death of Professor Shellshear

Professor J. L. Shellshear, Honorary Archaco-
logist to the Australinn Museum, died in Mareh,

Professor  Shellshear came to  Sydney many
vears ago upon his retirement from the Chair of
Anatomy, University of Hong Kong. His
aithusiasm had been stimulated by the wonderful
discoveries of ancient man in Peking, and by
the intensely interesting results, particularly from
Australia’s point of view, of exeavations earried
out by the Freneh in Indo-China, the British in
Malaya, and the Duteh in Indonesia, partieularly
in Sumatra.  Because of his interest in archaco-
logical matters, on arrival in Sydney he associnted
himself  with the Australinn Museum, and for
some vears earrvied ont reconnaissances with me to
locate and  examine prehistoric deposits in the
Hawkesbury avea.  He tried, also, to bring about
a greater awareness of the value of Aboriginal
relies and prehistorie sites, and the need for their
investigation by frained people.

[ am personally extremely grateful to the latoe
Professor Shellshear for the encouragement he
gave me in my archaeological studies here, and
for making it possible for me to visit Indonesia
and Malaya, and to attend the thivd Congress of

the Prehistorians of the Far East, an experience
of inestimable value to me in all my subsequent
work.

Professor Shellshear’s main research was on the
development of the brain, One of his major
contributions to knowledge is a monograph on
the brain of the Chinese and the Australian Aborl-
gines, published by the Royal Society of [ondon.
He was a Research Professor of the Anatond
Department of the University of Sydney _:mnl had
resumed work on the bhrain just prior to his death.

F. D. MeCarthy.

Curator of Mammals Appointed

Mr. B. J. Marlow has been
Carator of Mammals at the .-\usIl':lli:u}‘ .\lusvuu:.
following the retirement of Mr, Ellis 1,-‘.11}_{1@1:;
Mr, Marlow was edueated in England :u.ul :h“;“f-
the War was o wireless operator in R.;\.l'._lvl‘lll__“ﬂ’:
Command.  Afterwards he g':';]:l:l:tlt_’ll 3.5, “.]. 4
honours, at University College, London, :||u.i \.\.l-in-
to Northern Rhodesin ns biologist to the '{“m;]w
ment's Game Department,  In 1954 he ,]‘Ul‘lll]'i]{“
Wild Life Survey Section of the €55 ok
15 1 rvesenreh officer, and while there vn]uplt"l‘:tl]l-h
survey of the status of marsupials in New il
Wales.

appointed



