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of itH' fHH'. L:ttt' t', they fr <lnkly hi bel·­
ua1cd. by bllt'l'<lW ing i nto t he sill whicb 
h<lS :H·nmntl:tiC?d <11 111<' bot to m of t he 
ppn<l. ' r' l lis cha nge or habit. L nssnme, is 
dm' to 11H· lo wt'r t <'mp<'r<11m·es 011 t he 
�h�c�i�g �h �l�~ �.� Wht'l 't' :-:it'\'(' 1':\ l degr <'C:s o f frost are 
rommon i11 w inter. often Cor periods 
l'on•r·i ng- d:tys . 

..:\::; the pond is ' 'Hiill " water , and t hey 
<He �t �'�~�s�t�' �t�t�!� i::1 11:'t' l orer·s o f tndn1lent 
mouni;tiu bnrns, I introduced <-1 unmbe1· 
of tail'Jy tw t l u n " sp ecimen s iuto a pel'­
Ill<ltJE'llt treck adjacent to my home. I n 
this str eam 1 hey ha ,-e in<:reased enor­
mously in t lw spnce of a few years, nnd 
no\\· nmnhet· ll le:H 1Y h nnd1·eds . Owing to 
the pCt"sis1<.' li<'Y w i th w hi c h chihhen 
h:unsl-' tlwm. they are excessi n"Jy t imid, 
aml tl:1t·i fot· t·o,·e r· i mme<l ia i e ly a hnman 
being nppea t s . 'l'h i:-:;, of <.:o1n·se, in terfe1·e · 
with ohsen·nti o11 i o a DJ<Hked extent. 
ll owew•r, their �p�r �e�~�e �n �c�e� �h �a�~� eU<l bled me 
to tonlinll pre\'i011s fin di ngs, which m l'ly 
l>e enumeraied ns foll o,,· : 

_\..-In �) �l �e�~�n �1 �o�n�g� C1·eek t here �~�u �·�e� two 
main �b�a�t�(�'�h �(�' �~� oC fty e<1 t'lt ye:n: one iu 

eptember. one in �~�o �, �· �e�r�u �b �e �1�· �.� Heproduc­
tion is not enti1·ely restl'i cte<l i o these 
�m�o�n�t �h �~�;� hnt t he mnjot hatches occm· 
then. F ry, which ol),·ious1y lul\·e been 
tecently hatehe<l. ar e nlway:-; tu be fonnd 
f1·om September to .J anmuy inclusive, 
but, apad from i lte hYo majo1· bl'eeding 
�m�o�n�t�h�~�.� in !'mwll nmnheJ·R. 

B.- A wan n �!�-�<�p �l�'�i�l�l �~� �w�i �i �n �e�~�f�'�e�s� a simil ar 
con.·i steney in breeding �h �a�b �i �t�~� on t h e high 
levell-'. hoth iu my pond an cl in the arti ­
fic ially peopled <.Teek. Hnt should t11e 
:pr-ing l>e m1duly ('old, ihe Septembe1· 
hatch is m i Hf.;ed. Each ye<n , t o elate, tJ1e 
Xovemher ha ich ltas i c1ken place, whe1·eas 
the eptem ber h at eh iR frequently c,lbseut . 

C.-'rhe neqnhcd habit of hibernat ion 
oc:c1n : d nl'i ng the f onr �t�o �l�d �e�~�t� monthR of 
the ye:n as <-1 gener al n1le; lmt its inci­
dence nu·ie.· in Rympnthy �~�w�i�t �h� the mild­
ne.·fi or se,'e r iiy of ihe win ter. It r on­
it·atts or �e�x �p�a�n �~�]�:�-�;� a t eit he1· etHl , ::t <·<·ol'(ling 
1o weai h (l t' t 01Hl i1 �i �o �u �~�.� H tHl may emhvace 
any fout·-mout h period, m· l ess, from M ay 
to OclobeJ·, in<'lm;;i ve. A p ar1k 111Al'ly mild 
winier nwy w ih l('HS the pe1·iod t·ed.nted to 
�I�I�H �·�C�' �<�~�,� o 1· e \'(' 11 1 wo mmtih l-1 . H 1s mof't 

variable, evidently being dil-ectly depen­
dent on t he thermometer , and no univel'sal 
t·nle can be stated. However , the sali ent 
fact is t he annual occurrence of the 
winte1· t ot·po1·. 

.J nst a fter I had established the fore­
going fa<:ts to my satisfaction, I struck 
a patch of luck ! I discovered G. cox'ii on 
Katoomba's water conservation area, in 
Whipcord Creek. With an int imate 
knowledge of K atoomba and its environs, 
I think I may say confi dently that Whip­
cor d C1·eek is the only stream on tl1e 
higher levels in which this fi sh is 
indigenous . It makes me wonder whether 
it has not come there adventitiously. 
P1·obably the point will never be cleared 
np ; in any case, it is purely of academic 
inte1·est. The important fact is the 
rnese:nce in lts waters of G. coxili . 

By the conrtesy of Katoomba Municipal 
Council , in response to a request by the 
Secretary of t he Australian Museum, I was 
gTanted permission to enter the catchment 
a rea at will , in orde1· to prosecute my 
studies of the fi sh. Their conduct in 
Whipcor d Creek accords exactly with that 
wit nessed iu the ar t ific ially peopled creek 
and in my pond. They hibernate by 
bnnowing into the soft sil t in the creek 
bed. Patches of sand are a \'Oided and 
p1·efe1·ence shown for muddy areas. The 
1·ea ·on of t his, I imagine, is obvious. Not 
only is the mud softer and smoother in 
texture, but it does not consolidate in 
wate1·, as sand does. The density of pre­
cipitated silt is lit t le greater than that 
of water. 

Thus we disco\'er a fish, which normally 
doe!'i not bibernate, acqui ring the habit 
"-hen tl'ansfen ed to a colder climate, and 
spending t he winter months buried in 
mnd. I t i :s a remarkable instance of the 
adaptabilit y of au o1·ganism to a changed 
environment. :Kor is it the sole instance 
of t hi!'i hardy fi sh's adjustment to its 
�~ �1�u �· �r�o�m�1�d �i �n�g �s �.� During the current 
summer th.e1·e has been a water famine at 
K atoomba. Om· normal rainfall of fifty ­
e ight inches has l';hrunk to negligible pro­
port ions. 'l 'his has meant permitt ing the 
contents of my pond to fall to a few inches 
in depth. D uring early Novembel' a leak 
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de,·eloped and the water van i ~ ll etl , le<1 vin p; 
n mass of "soupy'' mnd in t he hot1ow, 
C'OVel·ed With 'Nilted marin e g r owi lJ fo;. 1 ( OW 

nu t ny hour~ tl1 i. <'on clitio ll h;1 d prevc-1 i l e<l. 
I cauuot sny: lrnt t he nm<l wa:::; hot n tHl 

steaming. Hastily I canie<l water in 
bucket:-: fl-om an ad,iac·en1 neek, :nHl 
immediately t he fish emerg-ed from the 
silt, none the wo1·se for t he ir exper ien ce. 
The sole casualty was one which had 
becom e entangled in t h e weedfl, and W<ts 
unable to lnu .. t·ow fot· shelter. 

I lune repeatedly noticed two pecnlhn 
phenomen a . J mmediRtely 1·a in begin s to 
fall t he fish :seek t he seclusion of 1·ock!=l 
and weeds . A lso, lightning a ppe<u-s to 
send t he fry into a p c-lni ('. B oth hn bits 
may be clne to itlhe l'ited ancestral 
rnemot·y, to whith w e h:we applied the 
bles.' ecl woi'cl "instinct". R ain inevit ably 
mean s t1uhidity on the Blue I\f ouu tn i 11 !=; . 

and t his fish evinces a marked d i sta ~te for 
watel' t hat is not e1·ystal clea1·. 

In the la~t J·egat·d, a notnble differf'nce 
between t hei1· bell aYiour at hi gh <:1n cl low 
leYels is worth I·ecol'Cling . Tn )I(-"galong 
C1·eek, fright <·aw;;es them to dart swiftlv 
up 0 1· down stream. I n th ei1· three 
habitats on t he higl1 l eYelR, they seek 
security by burying them!=~elveR in the silt. 
Possibly their winte1· I'eti·eat ha s tan gh t 
them that safety lies that way. 'rhe 
habit i s the more pecnlia1·, in view of the ir 
inna t e hatred of t urbid wa te1·. 

With G. ooa:ii breeding in m y pond, T 
ha ,·e h ad excellent opportunities fo •· 
obser ving the development of the fry . 
V\lJlen :fi1·st seen , t hey a1·e tr-an~pare~1t 
o1·ganisms abou t 1\- in ch in l ength . 'l'h e 
sole specks of p igmentation are th e eve5; 
which a r e jet bla ck They grow qnicidy 
and at six 'veek~ a 1·e a bout m1 inch long, 
with a bh1 ck notochm·cl running from 
h ead to tail, and eyes p roport ionately 
la1·ger than at any othet f-41 a ge of their 
existence. 'l'he stomac·h ( p1·oba bly <111 e to 
iugested foocl ) is a dm·k pon ch , wit h a 
thin black line on the yentt·a] side, con­
necting it with th e C'loaC'<l. When ~wim ­
ming, t he whole body w01·kl" f1·om t h e head 
ha ck, mu eh <l!'; a ciliated C'Cll d oe~, a l'<F;i f:i ted 
by noi·nHll fin movemenb. 'l'hey hn ve the 
capacity of moving nnd <hnting w it h 

aH i on is hing <:e l0ri fy- n ueeclful artom­
pli~hmf'nt , <l H the Jarger fi .·h ha n y them 
J·emot·selessly. Tn the la !'lt <·onneC"1ion I 
have no U<:eu a pecnlinr f<l<'t. l t iR only 
8 trauyC' f ry which ;ue wonied. Onc-e the 
older fi sh lHwe betom e tH·c·nst omed to their 
J>resen te 1 hey ign or e them. 'L' hi~ !'ieemf-1 to 
obtain with all a lien O.t'gHni ~ms intro­
<l m ·ed in (o t h eit· Ht J·eHm~ <l tHl pools. For 
in st::m ce, if \Vh il·li g;ig Beetlek ( Maoro­
,qy1'1P; nlJ/OIIrJII ·-;) Ht'e pl n<'e<l where none 
fot·m e1·ly ex i ~h'<l, t he 1ish make t hei•· lire. 
m i 8et·c-t bl t' f ot· some hon n;. 'rh en t hey 
ae<:ep1 tllem wit h <·on1pie te infliffet·ence. 

At eigh t week!-;- 1o re,·eJ·t to the growth 
of the f1·y-1 he ho<l y h<1 14 thirke11ed 
t·e n~<trkahl.v. bnt 11w tn il remnin ~ slender. 
rl' hi s gin;~s t hPm H f:-1int l'esemhlance to ::\ 
s hu·,·ecl ta dpole . T he i ,. l e11 ~th now i 
}1bon t 1± inel1es . At t hi ::-; Htage t heit swim­
ming powe1·s, w hile still r emm·k::1ble, . eem 
le!'!s poten t t ha1 1 a t a n.r period of their 
live~. 

\\' he n t l11·ee months old t he f •·y present 
n peC' nli .-n. psendoal'th-nlnted appe;nance, 
being diYided into fo111· fni l'ly defined 
"segmen t~.. wh i<-h m<l~' be eo 1~ reniently 
tl esC" r· ibed ~ls h en d. t hotax, stomach and 
t a il. A m on t h lHtet· the poin ts of con~tric­
t ion n1nish . and the fi sh assume t he true 
adnlt fon11. ...~t thi~ Fl t age its pectoral fiu 
a ppear 1o h t> t·at he r (li spt·oportionately 
cl eYelope tl. 

T nm nna ble to :-:ay at what a()'e t he fi lt 
begin~ to ln·eed: u'ut thei·e a~e factor~ 
wh i<'h <'au~e m e to s11 s pett tha t it is corn· 
p :-n ath ·e ly ea1·ly. 

G. C?.f'ii. is lou g-li,·etl. I haYe hnd speci· 
mens 111 my pond :si n <·e 19~7. 1Vith some 
kn o wledge of 1heir g1·owth stnges, I hould 
~ay t hnt th e;v wet·e fonr year~ old w·hen 
mh-od\H:ed. C'ouseqncntl~r , 1lwy <H e now 
~e,·entee n yen l'Jo\ of age, nnd ~till a dive 
:l tHl Yi go•·ou~. clespite 1he '' i<'i se;itude~ 
m sepm·able hom ]if<> in snth nn <1rt ificial 
e1w it·ot1meut . 

On('e. hy way of exptlt· iment. I intro· 
dn(·ed i n to m y po•ul ,, few c·ommon 
g-ud~eo n ( Gobiom nrph u.<.; ro.i' ii ) fr ·om the 
f• ·<>Hll\nli e t· t·eH('he~ of Pnn;1m:1ttn Rh·er. 
1' h<:>y we n" in pt·O('C'l'~ of <1 i g~:-:ti on beforr 
n i~hHHll ! . 
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3ly l i t llt• 1l:lughlt>•· ha ~ a ~mall pou<l of 
hN' own, wh<'J'('i u slw keeps tndr1ole~, 
wa ter nymphs :t JHl k i n<l t·~d ·•wogR'', ns she 
~t.rh'~ tlwm. I f o 11 nd it nlmost litet·a lly 
\\Tig-gl i11g wit h m oscpJi to lan·a e, nnd t1·an ·­
fened two nf my li s la to it. Next ch1y n ot 
a In n ·a rpm a i JH'<l. 'l'wpn ty-fonr h our.· 
later 1 l'ou ncl thnt ihe 1ndpol es hnd 
ran bdle<1 :1 lso, a <·n t Hst •·ophe which placed 
me in my d :lllgh ~C'r ' s hntl books . 

Heten t ly \\'(' ll PaJ·<l mn<'h of nn imp01·ted 
ti~h wh k l1 d<:'H t •·oy:o:: mosqn ii o l;nvae. Why 
bt' ing ih<:\se exot i<·:-; into ihe c·ountry, wh en 
in U. ('o.ri i we possess o11e of the most 
\'O I' tltiOII S <' cl((' l 'S of lllOsqnito lHl'Y<le 
known'? Tt i :-; ha•·tly. <Hlnpta bl e, long-
lin><l. ;1 pn>l i fi<· hree<l e r. <1 nd unusually 
<lt't in.• nn<l l'e•·o('i ons. " Toe betide any 
''\\Tigglet·" wh i<-h <1m·ed to inn1de its 
deme:-:ne. 

Fot· t h <' in f m·nw t ion of aspir ing 
aqmnists. this fish wi llno1 Jiy~ in a bowl. 
Twenty-fom· hou r·~ wi ll witnes~ the death 
of fry, a111l a <·o11~ide r ·ahl~· 5\ho r ter period 
tha t of la•·g-r•· ~~H~tinwns. J'o~~ibly fn nlty 
nen1iion is th e t•·onhle. I t will not eat 
f<~t: hnt any kind of n1w. lean meat, well 
min<'e<l, i ~ h tkPn ~··eC'<l il~' · At tir~t, I was 
iu i he ha bit of "<·hoppin p;' earth worm~ 
a~ food f OJ' (hem. f HOOJI (] iHCOVel·ed t hat 
they ex )wt· ien <"<' no di rti<·nlty in disposing 
of who](' wm·m~. 11 al~o i interesting to 

:\f 1·. )1. \Y. F'. '!'weed ie. B.S<'., C'ut·at01· 
of the Hnme!o; )Jn~enm, Hingapore, F .ni.S. , 
i: in .Au!o;tralia on fnl'lou gh. Though a 
zoo l ogi~t ~pedal izi ng in Cnu~ta<'ea , he i s 
neved lwl eHs ildensely inte•·este(l in pre­
hi "to•·y, and wh il ~1 i 11 th("' Commonwealth 
hoth 111C!o;(' ~ ub.i<.)<·1~ will l'e<"eiYe hh; atten-

-----------------------------
wat<.:h t he t ug!:;-Of-war which ensue when 
worm~ ;ue tos!:;ed into the pond. As many 
as s ix ot· eight fish will seize one and 
wrestle de perately for possession. Unless 
a pool is ove1·-crowded, once per week i s 
suffi (·ien t artificial feeding. The novice 
will soou learn to gauge the quant ity 
required . As with domestic fowls, the 
idenl is not to have any sct·aps lying 
n bo111" nf.ter t he meal. If a concrete pond 
lw used, 1l.et it " mature" fot• six or eight 
weeks befo1·e introducing the fish. A 
fairly ~a fe indication is the development 
of ·limes; wait un t il the walls of the pond 
a re ln·own with vegetable growth. The 
a<' i<l~ from new cement are fatal. 

In eon clnsiou, t here is one extra­
ordinm·y aRpect, about which I can only 
theol'ize. Ol'dinarily the stagnant water 
or a pond gt·ows " thick 1

' and cloudy . Thi s 
phenomenon does not occur in pool. 
whet·e U. co.rii i s kept in adequate 
numbel'~. Can the explana tion be that 
it en ts m it1·oscopic Yegeta ble growths as 
well a~ the (presumably ) animal life 
whi ch it ~o assiduously ingorges from t he 
wan~ of the pond? For periods ranging 
f1·om a few minu tes to fifteen or twenty, 
thi s fi~h w ill work along a wall at snail 's 
pace, almost literally ricking it ! It~ 
mout h open~ and closes steadily as it is 
s<'ooped n long the wa 11. This 11ractice is 
only indulged nt ~urfare level. 

tion . Ile ~pent some time he1·e examining 
ont· tolledions. 

1\It·. ~T. H. B. Stewart, an a1·chaeologist 
fl'om C'ypt·us, visited the Australian 
1\In:-;emn t·eeently. He is particularly 
inte1·er-;ted in al't design s, and is engaged 
in a comp;uison of those of the Middle 
Be~Ht nml the Pacific. 
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Put to the Swordfish 
By G. P. WHITLEY 

It is a swordfish that bath wrought us this, 
Nigh ruining our venture. Yea! a fish 
Six cubits long that hath for nose a beak 
Bony, shaped like a sword, sha1·p like a sword 
And hard as tempered steel; strong fins and tail 
That in its times of anger and attack 
Drive it like arrow through the waves. It hates 
The Whale; mistook us for its enemy; 
And dealt us deadly thrust. The blade had gone 
Through half a cubit of fir plank and oak­
Loosening a beam end-where the sea poured in. 
The fish had brolren off; his sword stood out 
A span clear in the hold. 

-EowiN AnNOLD, The 1loyage ot lthobal. 

T ilE Austl·alian :Mnsenm recentl~y 
1•eceived, tlno11gh Mr. S. G. Green of 
Bu1·ns, Philp & Oo. Ltd., Sydney, the 

swo1·cl of a mal'lin swotclfisb taken from t he 
hnll of a ship at Apaiang, Ta1·awa, Gilbert 
Islands. This sw01·d (or rather tbe fl-ac­
tured portions of it) is no,.v ou publi c 
exhibition in t he Fish Galle1·y. It wa~ 
accompanied by the followjug infm·mation 
from ~11·. J. R . llandley of Tarawa, dated 
May 12, 1939. 

r 

Our native diver went down to examine and 
found about eight in ches of splintered sword 
projecting out from the third stral{e up from 
the keel. That was cut away and cleft closed 
up. Now we have finally broken up the 
"Mauno". We were able to see with what 
terrific force the fish had struck the vessel. I 
am forwarding you by parcel post the part­
length of sword. It bad penetrated the sheath­
ing, a two and a half inch plank, clean through 
at an angle of an eight inch timber and into an 
adjoining timber about five inches. It got brol\.e 
into three pieces getting it out, but we joined 
them together though not too strongly .... We 
must have appeared as a whale, and to pierce 
14 inches of solid timber it must have come 
with terrific force. I lmew of a similar accident 
about 50 years ago, a Canadian vessel came 
into Vah)araiso leaking. She too bad been 
pierced by a sword fish. 

K110wing th .. lt my fl'iend Dt·. E. W. 
Gudget·, of the .A.meri<:an ::\In ·eum of 
~atural IU~tm·y was intet·ested in ta es 
~nch a!-; the abon:>, I sent him the pal'tkn· 
larr-; J01· a mouograph be was wl'itino· on 
:-;wordfish pugn<wity. But the illfotma

0
tion 

ani,·ed too late fm· inelmdon h1 his 

'l'he b roken :swol'd of a murliu, tn~e•.• il'OJn the hull .of n shitl in t h (> G ilbert lslnucls. 
nn1l no' v o n ' ' ' e " in th e A ustrnlann l'Uttl"e nna. 

Here is a fish story, but a most extraordinary 
and authentic one. It may interest you , so I 
send it along. Late 1927, "Mauno" was at 
anchor S.W. Point Apaiang, outside. During 
the evening we felt a sharp vibration of the 
vessel. At first I thought we bad touched a 
borsehead, but no. Then we concluded it had 
been a marine earth tremor, and so it passed 
off at that. But the following day we were 
making water. A close search was madE' and 
found one of tbe after limbers was welling up. 

G. C. C'lutton photo. 

acconut, which has j u, i been published* 
by the Roy<ll Asia1 ic ot'iPty of Bengal. 
Calent1'~1, !'\O now. at hi s sngge. tion, I 
reco1·d 1 t he1·e. 1 ogC'i lt t?r with some refer· 
en('e~ to , word fi ~h attatks; on Y<'!-iSels in 

• Cudget·, E. W.: "The Alleged Pugnacity of the 
Sworc1flsh and the Spea t·rtRhes as sh own bY their 
J)Lta;l<s on Vessels", Mcnt. R. 1 Lsiat. Soc. Bcll{la/, 
.Cixll, "'• 1940. PP. 21G-315, pi~. iil-ix. nnd !!2 text-

sut·es. 
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AnstJ·;lli;ln wate~·s. Dr. G ndge1·'F> paper i::; 
a classiC' of i ts kin d, for it details eve1·y 
ca.·e know n ove1· 2,000 yea1·s, f1·orn the 
G1·eek his10J·ia Jl P olyl>ins to modern news­
papel·f'i. 

AthH·ks hy s\\·m·d fisheR on boats :ne 
deliYeJ·Nl w i th Hnch force that a peneha-
1ion of :.W in<.:he~ is recorded, of which at 
lea~t 14i wet·e i ln·ough solid oak; some­
times 1heHe at1H<'k~ O<'Cllr at night, but 
geneJ·;llJ_y it is when a swordfish is beinp; 
angled. 

Perh<l ps I he most speetacula r incident 
oc<:nnccl when Enol F lynn ( 'Robin 
Iloocl'' ) , the Ans1nl l ian movie actor. was 
fi .·hing in ) l exi<'<l ll water.· recently. and a 
9-foot Jll<U' I in W<~ R Rhot by a spori sman on 
lloa1·d us i n~ a bow ::t n <l arrow. Two men 
then wcn1 ou t i n u d iu ~hy to r etri eve the 
ti~h hy a li tl<' n t1HdlNl to t he a n ow. T lw 
m~u·l i n c· h ~11·~ed tl l(• bon1 and drove its 
he~Hl nn<l l1a lf il !-i ho<ly thtongh one Ai<lE' 
and i ts ~; pea 1 · p1·ojeded ahont a foot 
bryond tlw o tl w a· sid• .. of 1h e cli ng-hy. ThiR 

S ·w o rcHlsb es t rue and fnl se. 

S 11e adis h (Xiphias). 

B l n c k 1\lurli n (lstio mpax). 

S trh le cl ;\Inrlin (l\la Tlin n ). 

Sullfis h ( l stiop h o rus) . 

~run~h ing blow was made possible by the 
fact that the planking of t he boat was 
made of !:;oft l'eclwood only half an inch 
t hick, a lld l>y t he considerable weight 
(est imated at 240 l bs.) and the h igh 
veloci iy (probably about 20 miles per 
l1ou1·) of 1 he charging fish. 

ome of our older readers may remem­
ber a famous court case which arose oYei· 
t he c.1llegecl p iercing of a ship by a 
sword fish (Xiphias glculius). Dr. Gudger 
di!';cusse!'; it a follows: 

In the London Daily N ews for December 11, 
1868, is an account of the trial in the Admiralty 
Court of a suit for damages resulting from the 
presumed attack in the western Indian Oc0an 
of a swot·dfisb on a ship. I have not seen the 
original but it was copied and published in hll 
by R. A. Proctor (the probable author) in 1871, 
and its confidently referred to by Gray (1871), 
by Day ( 188 0) and by Go ode ( 1883). Here is 
what Proctot· wrote: 

'Last Wednesday the court of common pleas 
. . . was engaged for several hours in trying 
to detet·mine under what circumstances a Sword­
fish might be able to escape scot-free after 
thrusting his snout into the side of a ship. The 
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gallant ship "Dreadnought", tborough ly 
repaired, and classed Al at Lloyd's, had bP('n 
insured fot· .£3,000 against all lhe risks of the 
seas. She sa iled on i\Iarch lOth, 1 64, front 
Colombo, for London. Three days later the 
crew, while fishing, hooked a Sword-fish. 
Xiphias, howevet·, broke the line . . . the attack 
was made, a nd at four o'clock the next morning 
the captain was awakened with the unwelcom<' 
intelligence that the ship had sprung a leak. 
She was taken back to Colombo, and thenc<.' to 
Cochin, where she was ho,·e do,vn. ~ear tiH• 
keel was found a round hole, an inch in 
diameter, running completely through th<.' 
copper sheathing and planldng. 

'As attacks by Sword-fish a re included among 
sea risks, the insu t·ance company was willing to 
pay the damages claimed by the owners of the 
ship if only it could be proved that the hole 
had really been made by a Sword-fish. No 
instance had ever been recorded in which a 
Sword-fish had been able to withdraw his sword 
after attacking a ship. A defence was 
founded on the possibili ty that the hole had 
been made in some other way. Professor Owen 
and Mr. Ft·ank Buckland gave their evidence, 
but neither of them could state quite positively 
whether a Swot·d-fisb which had passed its beal< 
through three inches of stout planldng could 
withdraw without the loss of its sword. l\Jr. 
Buckland said that fish have no l)Owe r of 
"backing", a nd expressed his belief that he 
could hold a Sword-fish by the beak; but then 
he admitted that the fish had considerable 
lateral power, and might so "wriggle its sword 
out of a hole". And so the insurance company 
will have to pay nearly six hundred pounds 
because an ill-tempered fish objected to be 
hooked, and took its revenge by 1·unning full 
tilt against copper sheathing a nd oak planl{ing.' 

AL'STHALI.lX OCCl'HHEXf'ES . 

1~he em·liest account from Anstn1 l i<1 
comes f1·om 1'he 177 ustratecl Syduey X em.'i 
of 2 September, 1854, whe1·ein the follow­
ing article, illusti·ated by a wood -<'ut. 
appears: 

Natural History 
Ichthyologica l 

(Portion of the Sword or Horn of the Sword 
Fish taken from the bottom of the S. and 
M.S.P. Company's Steamship Governor-General.) 

Amongst tbe numerous additions during the 
present month to the Australian Museum is a 
remarkable specimen (fo rwarded as a donation 
by the Sydney and Melbourne Steam Packet 
Company), being a portion of the solid plunk­
ing of the bottom of their Steamship Govemor­
General, pie rced through by the sword of that 
formidable monster of the deep, the Australian 
Sword Fish ( Tc>traptunts A1tsl ralis), of which 
we gave a drawing and description in a fot·me t· 

T h e tlrst <·ust• nf l l :OCl'' <)rfllish nftac>k in~ 11 v exst-1 
in Aus f rnlia: f h tc• JIOl'ti <HI ut' swnrd i n Oa e t irnbt:r 

o f S.!'l. • •(; ., ,·~·rn or-(: t•tat•rn l ... 1' asJn a n ilt. 1!itr,4, 
Fr·orn the "JllustJ·ntPd Sydney New:-l", 
Se ptember· 2, 1854, hy ,courtesy of the 

1\1 itch ell Lib1·ary, Sydney. 

numbet· of the Jllustratc•ri .. 'ydney Setcs. Sub­
joined is an extract from a letter to l\lr. Korff 
who superintended the repairs of the vessel. 
'It was obtained from the bottom of the steam­
ship Govemor-General during her repairs at 
George '!'own, Van Diemen's, on 3th June, 1854, 
at noon, being low water. Examining the 
copper on the bottom noticed a small hole with 
a deep graze in the coppel' lead ing aft f1·om 
it in the starboard run, about 20 feet from aft, 
and about 4 feet up from the keel (like the 
marl< from the fluke of an ancho r ); on remov· 
ing a small quantity of marine vegetation, dis­
covered a hat·d bony substance in the plank 
(American whi te oak, 3i inch thick), ordered 
a small piece to be cut out, which proved to 
contain part of the horn of a Sword Fish. It 
was exactly on one of the ship's timbers, which 
the horn or sword had a lso entered at an angle 
of 32°, in consequence of which the whole length 
was not obtained.' 

rnfo t·hlll<lt~ly, tlH• n hcn·e . pe(·imen i~ no 
lon:,!el' pt·esel'\·ed in rrhe .. \n~tn1lian 
1\fnsenm. to wh i ('h it wn R pl'e~ented in 
Angust, 18:54. bu t 1hiH is doubtl e!o;!o; the 
Ra s~ Slt·ait J'e<'ord lll t>lllioned in 1>. 0. 
Steacl'x Uiauts and Pi_qmif' . ., of the Deep. 

Next iu chronolog-i<'n 1 ol'<ler <·onws the 
Ren~ r·e 11cl .T. g. '1'e n i:-.ou-\Yood:-.' r·rnulJ·ks 
(Fi8ll aufl F' i Nl/ ('de.., of .\'(' ll' South lrales, 
188:.?., p. ;)()) : 

Mr. Oliver states thnt on two occasions boats 
lying on the outet· grounds were impaled by 
s word-fishes and thP crE>ws onlv saved theit' 
lives with the utmost difficulty.· 
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ltet·e is a ''' estern Australi an 
caHe of which Gnclger ancl I 
weJ·e una wat·e. I quote ftom 
Th e l F est A 'nstnt ticvn news­
papet· of 22 July, 1937. 

Carnarvon, July 16. - Mr. 
G. H. S. Baston, of Quobba 
station, reported on Sunday last 
tha t about 10 days previously a 
swordfish a bout 12 feet long was 
caugh t off Cape Cuvier Bay, 
Quobba, by Mr. Eric Goodman, 
skipper, of the Gerald ton fishing 
boat, In tombi. . . . The fish 
was eventually lauded after a 
battle lasting half an hour, in 
which it was finally dispatched 
by three r ifle bullets, but not 
before it had charged the boat, 
leaving about six inches of its 
sword embedded in the Intombi's 
planking, causing a slight leak. 
A block and tackle was used to 
hau 1 it aboard. As they had no 
way of keeping the fish on board 
the Intombi, the fishermen were 
obliged to throw its carcass back 
into the sea, retaining only the 
short section of the sword 
embedded in the boat as evidence 
of their catch. It is probably the 
fi rst instance of a swordfish 
(which must not be confused 
with the sawfish) being captured 
along this part of the coast. 

Finally, we 1·ead in ThP. 

Lan·at :uul ju~·enih· Nta~cN of SnilfiNhcN (lstioJ•horuN) f-.:o nl 
the Atlnntic . F r o m to1• tc, bottona their leng ths nrc ~ in., 
i ill., a in., nncl 2 H ins. Note SJ)in es on he:ul, long vcutrnl 

flu-rn :nc. :and high dorsal fin. 

Syrlney llfm·ning H e'rald of 
J anu~n·y 12, 1938, that "four 
men had a na1·1·ow escape 
when an 18-ft. motor launch, 
in which they were fishing 
about 3 miles from Woody 
Head, Cla1·ence River, was 
attacked by a lat·ge marlin 
o1· sw01·dfish ··which pierced 
a hole about 4 in. long in the 
boat, causing the wate1· to 

(Top figu r e afle t· C hr. Lti t l{en. othe r s a ft e r A . G unth er.) 

Then C. A. \ 'V. :Moncld on, i11 hi s enter ­
tainiug E x pert ('upes of a N ew Ouin ea 
.Ma.gistratr witneH~ed fl'om N.E. of A uR­
t ralia "th~ HWOl'd faRt in t he so1id keel 
of a hi g Hailing c·:-1 noe · and native~", he 
sa id, "have told me inHtances of the 
sword being flJ·iven throngh a ('anoe's 
planking .... ' 

• £l\' f't·a1 f'a"'e~ of attack are to hand 
horn the famou R Hwonl fi sh i11g gronnds of 
the No1·t h l Hinncl of New Zea lan d, bnt 

flow in 1·apidly. The launch was kept 
afloat by stuffing a bag into the hole." 

GI VEN ENOUGH ROPE. 

On August 20, 1937, at Laurieton, 
northern New South '\iVa.les, a marlin was 
stated to have "committed suicide" in the 
Rame manne1· as another of its kind at 
P 01·t Macquar·ie, a few months earlier. 
"'l'he cr ew of the 'Sea Hawk' wer·e pulling 
lobster pots", says Angl·ing a.nd G~m 
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l'k tJ 1 1t · In this 1 ~ lnt•lt Ni-IOnJ: Brunei bill Jlnb y ,.. ,, • .,rcllis ht•s are not ''~· r;.· tnuda. 1 · c at• :;• u ~ "'· 1 t uuC ht•d th e hmh· has r o u g h 
Sw••rtlflsh fr(nn t h <' At l :anttc. h o th Jtl'\' S nrc un~ 11 " 1 • • i 

1 
i· 

t ulwrt•l t•s, t h <' dorsa I fin is cxit•nsh·c, n ntl t ht• rt• ar t• nu ' e t~ n~r ~·;~. Ltitke n. 

Sport ror· A ug u:s1, l!J:W, "wheu a marlin, 
seeinp; l he mo,·emeJJt of OJJe of t he 1·opes, 
charg(l(l. with i he r·esult that t he rope 
be<'<lllle lwlf-hitc-hed on his swo1·cl nud­
h j!-{ pt·em<thu·e demi se followed. The fish 
memml'e<l 10 f t. () ins. in leugth ... <llHl 
was eonl'igned to the )lunicipal Fi!-ih 
l\Iarke1 of ydt1ey." 

Swol'dfiRhe~ have often been tli.·ablea 
a a 1·e::::ult of entnngl iug themselve iu 
anchor t·ope~ and, whilst many of them 
ficrhi d!.!orou~ly when hooked, othel' ha,·e 
~ 4; '- • • • 

been hauled in b)~ angl e1·~ w1th snrpr1~mg 
ea Re, e\·en w hen t·ods ha re been bt·oken 
<l JH1, in one en~e, when the t·eel had to be 
wound by ih nmb. 

\Yhile fishing in Ne\\· Zealand, 7-ane 
Gr ey repol'te<l 1h<1t he had seen a madin 
charge a ud t·am <mothet· and t hen follo"· 
t he fleeing fi~-; h . In t he :o;ume water~ he 
ce:1ug;l1t n fin <-' mm·lin whose "beauty was 
maned by the absence of a bill. ... " 

wotdfi!'ihes nppm·ently do not a tta<'k 
whale·, n~ Peron t·e<·or·cled many yeat·s ago 
horn " ' e!'ite1·n AnRtntlia. and othe1·s lnwe 
. uggested sinc-e ft·om wide and fat. Yrt 
a ' ·Bottle-110secl 'Vhnle'' (D clp l!inu . .;; bol'yi) 
wa s figm·ed in .J. G. H ay'R 'ometlziu_q 
.1 bout Fishes fr·om " Testern Au!';tra l i<1. 
wi t h the <'Hption: "Captut·ecl at Ge1·aldton, 
20th .June, l 909, by i\Ir. "r· DaYis;. afte1· 
bein~ m01·1al ly wonnded in the region of 
the hear·t , proh<thly by Swordfish . Length , 
18 feei: gil·il1, 1 ~ feet ; snout, 15 in<'heR." 
Rowevet·, th e1·e a t·e seve1·al J•ecorcls of 
X ipl1ia :r,; plu nging ii R f.lwonl into the sen 
bottom, app~nently when Cl'azed by fem· 
m· attac·k, ev(ln i he:> g ill l'i becom ing fill ed 
w ith mnd. 

Dt·. On<l ger ha s go11e to grent t r onble to 
il'y a1Hl deter·mine ihe f01· re of the sword­
fi~h 's ;tssanlt when i i penehntes a !'ihip. 

'l ' lli :-; p1·oblem in dynami c·~ was resolved 
jn t o ~tnggel'ing figm·es: a stt·iking fotce 
or f t·om 500 to ovet· 1,500 lbs. bei 11g con­
~;c J·vai ive c~timaie~. 

rrhe sk eleton is Rtt·ikillgly modified to 
ia l.; e the shocks nnd str a ins, the :knll 
being <·ompactly sutured and t he ,·erteiH'ae 
ha\'iug inierloeking Yil!Ws en ·11l'ing bodily 
1·i~ idi ty; 1-.;omet imes. howe,·e,-, the ti!-;h i. 
kil led by the impact. 

'Yhy d o !-iWOt·<ltishes •·attack" !'\hips'? :\'o 
better expbm ni ion haH been ptoponncled 
than that of F. D. Bennett. who wa. au 
exped en<·e<l ob~e t·n• t· on whaling ,·oyage!' 
u,·er n cen t ury ngo : 

. .. the albacore around the ship afforded us 
an extraordinary spectacle: they were collected 
closE' to the keel of the vessel in one dense mass 
of extraordinary deplh and breadth, and swam 
with an c.l))l>Ntrance of trepidation and watch­
fuln ess. The cause of this unusual commotion 
was visible in a swordfish, lurking astern, 
awaiting a favourable opportunity to rush upon 
his pr('y when they should be unconscious of 
danger 01· away from the protection of the ship. 
The assembled a lbaco1·e continued, in the mean 
time, to pass under the keel of the n'ssel from 
one side to the other, often turning simul· 
taneously on thei 1· sides to look for the enemy; 
their abdomens g littering in the sun as a wide 
expanse or dazzling silver. It was evident that 
the sword-fish dE-sired but a clear field for his 
exertions: and in the course of the dar we 
observed him make severa l clashes amongst the 
shoal, with a velocity wh ich produced a loud 
rushing sound in the sea: his body, which 
when tranquil was of a dull brown colour, 
assuming, at these times, an azure hue. It is, 
p robably, as a precaution against the attaclts 
of this monste•·. that albacore and some other 
tropical shoal-fi sh, attach the~sel ves to ships 
and large whales: thf' close vicinity of a large 
body, being sufficient to deter the sword-fish 
f1·om making his usual impetuous thrusts 
am ids t the shoal : the which, when rashly 
attempted, lHtve g iven rise to the appearance 
or thE' b1·oken rostra of these fish impactE'd in 
lhe plan l{s of sh ips ... as is not unfrequently 
noticNl. 
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Jivaro Head Trophies* 
By ELSI E BRAM ELL , M.A. 

T O tht• . r i,·~no lndi:111 ~. who dwell on 
t ht• ~lopt·~ o f the Andes in Ecuador, 
Houlh .\nwt·i<-t~, the most itupot·hlut 

thin~ in lift• i:s W<IJ·f:ne. 'l'hi !-> holds tnte 
11ot only of tlw pn~t bni of t he present <~ s 
well, :111<1 don ht lt•~-;:s is largely 1·espomdble 
fO t' tlll' ('OII (illll l'd pro<ludiOH of Shruukeu 
lte;td I t·oplt it's <'H'll 1 hough i he JH·n ctite 
is now f<n·hiddl'tl. Henown as a fighter, 
indit':l1in• of whi<:h is the 11nmbet· of h eads 
taken, lt:ts ht>l'tl the ehief ineentive for 
thl.' rolJp('( ing or human hends. but fot· 
the past 7:> ."l'H t·s ot· more the practice 
hax het>n t·om·t•t·te<l into n profitable 
~ax~d~·t·mi<· hobby by un!i'crupulous 
mchn<lnnls, not nl ways .J h·at·o . who ha \'e 
found <l t·endy JUHrket for their handiwo1·k 
in the out :side world: the craftmanship, 
in this <'asc. h;; frequently :superior to th:.1t 
of the genuim• pt·odn('t. 

:\lt·. ' Y. <:. l't·eston has recently pre­
sentt>d to the ~~u~wmn n good example of 
thi: gt·isly <'rnfl. Ftllike one specimen 
al1·e:Hly ill OUt· poss{'ssiou pt·esented by l\Ir. 
J. A:-;hlnu·y, wit id1 has been distol'ted to the 
semblan C'c of n monke'' it bear an extra-

·'' Ol'di nnt·i ly lil'l' l ike expression of repose. 
An exn min nii on or ii. at once t·ouses our 
Cnl'iORity a:s to how 1 he 1·ednction in size, 
let alone 1 he pet· feet :state of preservation, 
eonld h<l\'e htlen ln·onght about. Tbe pl·o­
ce~~ i!; <lctnnl ly qni1 r simple, and \Ye have 
it ftom an eve-witntlss l 't[1 de Gt·aff who . . , ' 
lll 1 !)9 <H·compa niecl a Jivaro war party 
and WHt<-hecl the proceedinus on its 
h iumphnn t 1·eturn. !'receded ;nd accom­
panied hy titlwl lH·e<·antions t he opera­
tion was ('Ommenc-Pcl by ~evering the head 
aud lH1l't of the ned.: fl·om the body. The 
fie~h WH}o) Hlit np the h<:lCk of the head, 
and the bonef{ <:a r c>fn1ly removed, leaving 
the fl esh fltHl hni t· only. The slit was 
then H<'wn up, the Jips Hkewered together, 
the eye I idH <ha wn <lowu, the eyebrows 
held in phH'e with Hmall pe~s, and the 
no!{e a nd ear:s plu~~e(l with cotton. The 
~m wa~ to preHer ve the normal propor-

• Sec I•'RONTuwucCM. 

1 ions of the head when it was filled out 
with hot ~:-111d. Next, each head was 
placed in a pot filled with fresh .c?ld 
water and brought slowly to bo1hng 
point. .JnRt at thiR point, so that the 
fl eRh migh t not be softened, the head was 
withdrawn and was found to have shrunk 
to on~-thh·d of its original size. Hot sand 
W<IS t hen poured into the head to tougl~en 
nncl shrink i t even further, t he sand betng 
renewed aR it cooled ; the oute1· surface 
was ir·oned OYer with hot flat stones. The 
trentmrnt was carried on over a period of 
-18 honrR to draw the oil and fat from 
t he f<lee. which by this time was con· 
sidet·Nl " cured". 

AC'C'or·di ng to other accounts, a strong 
a. tJ'ingent Yep;etable juice was added to 
the wntet·, and the application of heat 
W<"lR followed by ~making over a slow fire. 
On the old heads the facial skin surface 
was s ing·ed, but on the newer ones the 
down remains a noti ceable feature. Much 
of the nntnrnl likeneRs was carefully pre­
served ap~n·t f1·om the mouth which might 
be st1·etch ed when sewn up. Frequently 
long COJ'dR werr drawn through the lipR 
nnd 1·nn through the top of the head to 
RURpend it. 

'Vhen tl1e f ull number of heads taken in 
the raid had been prepared. a warlike 
relebt·ation was held. The dangling heads 
wet·e t he <·entre of interest: around them 
were performed a dance and a dramatiza­
tion of the killing of the victims. C'are 
was taken that a relative was not killed, 
for his ~pil·it would seek swift ,·engeance. 
In the old days ample scope was afforded 
warrio1·s who desired to add to their 
militnry reputation, for the Jivaro lived 
in small independent groups that were 
<'Onstantly at war with one another. Head 
hunting wa s on<'e a widespread custom in 
the north ern Andes, and the Jivaros are 
the last tribe in this area to retain the 
practice, though in their case it has taken 
:1 !-;pecia lized form-the reduction of the 
hend to about the size of a large orange. 
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Vampire Bats 
In Fact and Legend 

By ELLIS TROUGHTON, C.M.Z.S., F.R.Z.S. 

• Trou g hton-"Furre d Aeronnuts of Night", 
AUSTRALIAN M USEUM MAOAZ1 Nfl. vol. VII, no. • G, 
September-November, 1940, p. 206. 

whic·h in sp ired el<1boration of the V<lmpire 
t nulit ion r egarding flyin~ mammals. 

The wol'Cl is <l pparen Hy of ~la vonic 
o1·i o·in fi1·~t appl ied in en stern gurope to 
~ liJ~Jo~edly bloo<l-dl'in kin g Sllpel'natm·a 1 
beings which rep1·esented the souls o[ 
dep<ntecl people. Of all 1 he s~<lpes .the.n 
s~1id to he asf'iumed by vampn·e~, 1t 1s 
notable tlut t bats were not mentioned in 
1 he earl i <.>r account!=; . Th e more usual 
fol'ln8 in dndecl t h e do~. cat, Hud even 
l10J'8es, l>i t·d. of var i on~ kinds , ~11<1ke~, and 
1hat h:vbrid h orror the we t·ewolf. <Hld enn 
inm1i1;1<1t!l things , n ch <1. , haw nnd ·white 
flame. 
Super~1 it io n n bout blood-sucking crea­

t tnes was widespread. 1 hough of unknown 
origin. Ancie nt legeud s about them ar·e 
11otable amongst Ow!-;e of the New V\'m·ld 
peopl e::-; ( 1\Iayam;) . be fo1·e the Spani~h 
iunu:;ion bron~ht eontnet with Old \Yorlcl 
~nperst it ion · enl'ly in th e sixteenth ceu· 
tury. ln the hopical ~ew World fables 
of vampirism, h owe,·e1·, there wa~ a ba i 
of fact in the n<'tual ocennence of bloofl­
feedin~ bats, H!'; indicHted by eal'ly native 
reve1·ence for f'i u ch a hat -god. 

Upon the return of the fir. t explo1·er. 
from t lw Ame1·iran t r·opics, a nm1pi1·e 
'epidem i(·'' reached its pe~1k about 

l 7HO ( l iJ n c yol o pa.ed ia 8 rita n n ica, 1910), 
e~pecin lly in ~l<wonic <'Onntries. )lany 
~emi-scietltifi c and phil osophicHl work!'! 
J·N·onnted allep;ed instances of nnfor·-
1mHlte people becomin~ afflitted with 
\'ampirism, due no doubt to the infltH'JH'e 
or honi fyinp; tnle~ upon nnbalc1Jl('ed 
milHl l-4. J>revionRly, np<ll't from snper· 
ltnim·nl belie f~. bat had not been linked 
with \ ' <l mpu1Rm, bn1 a ba1 's form 
g-r·a<lnnlly be<·nm<.> part of ihe tradition. 
F'idion bC'gnn I o JH'OYi<.lr these vi~iomHY 
Y<llHpil·l's wi1h hat -lik C' win~s <llHl mo\'e· 
mrn1 s, <·ulminn ti ug io that t e •·rifyin~ 
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' l ' ht• fno•t•, uf r t•n l ' tllltlllrt• hnfs nr.- unt n t>nr l , · us fnntastic ns thost> of 1111111,. u seful insect­
o•n fln~ 'llt' t'h.•s. Onl, fht' ~rot"'<•d ,.,,,.,•r-1111. and rt>utarkab l , · wic1t> rnzor-t>tl~ed fron t 

(hu·l,..,r) Ct•t•i h l11tlic·ntt' nciiiJitnfitllls fnr tht' bl ootl-hiJIIIin~ hnhit. 
AfL ~ •· 8l'itish .i\lu"eum (N.H .) Catalo~nte of Chiropter a. 

tl'nn:-;ilioll f'J"om lllllll to ,·,tmpiJ·e-L>nt g iven 
in Bn1111 ~tokt't·'s non'l /)r((('Uia. an 
illn.'nlion of the ho l'l'ihlt.' wllith tould not 
f;til to in<·1·ease th<' 1-!t'll<'l'<tl nnre;lsoning 
fea 1· of the mos1ly ht>lpful littl e flying 
lll<lllllll ;ll s. 

.\ dnnlly. th r (l;lJ•ly Hntlll'<llist!'; a1·riyed 
in ('l' 111J·;ll a11<1 ~onth .\nw•·kn with fo1·e· 
knowl<'<ll!t' of some k i n<l or hni which fed 
upon t lH' bloo<l o f' o1 hP•· l'n l'l'<:'d anima ls. 
'J.1hi ~ l<.' <l to int'<.>r(:' ll<'l's 1lw1 ~ome of th e 
l;n·~r~ t nn<l ngliesi of hnts were the J'eal 
n1111 p iJ·ps, w h i1 e n 11 em p t ~ <1 t fl C't n e:1l 
oh~e•·,·ations were ol11w(li~hcd by the 
explOl'(' l '~· ;H't'C}lt<lllC(' of' fHI11a~ti<: tale!', 
and 1h <? mh:JcadiJtg clPclud ions nHHle from 
p•·e~e • · ,·ed ~pedmens. ll en<·e, ol d t·e<.'ords 
('Olltn in \\'<?ird ~HTOlmt~ of' \' ilmph·e-bai~ 
ho,·<'l'ing over sl eep in~ v i dim~. fanning 
ih~m wilh their wing~ to indu C't' profonnd 
sleep, o•· n~u-c.:otizing the p l;H'e of attack 
hY s<llh·m·y ac·tion. 
· ~ome id.ea of 1h<' g<' ll e J·a I C'Onfu. ion i::; 

fl<tined ft·om t he fact 1 hat the genet·ic 
~ame rampyru:s wa~ npplied in l822 to 
0 1w of the largest of 1 he . pee:u-uosed 
familv of belt!-;, wlli<"ll <ll'e main1y ft-nit ­
eate•·~. althou~h th e:> <1<'tnnl ~peries h<ld 
neith e•· the <l eutition not• diges1ive system 
aHso('iatecl with the blood-feedi.11g hnbit. 
Rnlmeqm•ntly , Frnii)J.If1'll8 was described as 
<l hig hat·mlesf'\ bat in uatm·e books, hut 
sonte jmlt i fi<'at ion for the name ca~e 
to light with the dis<.'ovet·y of 1ts 
c·::umi lHlli.·t i<· ha hits, thongh its ' 1vamp­
ing'' is ('0n <:e1·ned with the d(lvouring of 
xllla ll<' t· hat ~, ot her ~rnnll mnmmals, and 
,,i J·cl~. 

'!'Ill': ltliiA) J VA l\J I'll()~. 

r 11 ad tHll appeat·n n('(\, t lw 1 J'ne vampire­
batH do not d i fft' r m~u·ked ly from an 

<1\'enl~C lm·ge i1JI';ec1ivol'ou s bat, bavin~ a 

bocl;v measn1·ement of fl-om thtee to font 
i n<"he~ <1nd a wing-spread of about 
t hi l'teeu inche!'. The face has only a 
medi um amount of fold ing or ornamenta­
l ion and i.· not 1mdn ly repulshe if dis­
!'\Oc·h1 1ed hom t he owner's habits, of 
whi<'h tlle only onl ward sign is a deep 
gTooving of the 1ower lip. Apart from 
t he ~pedal fot·m of the stomach, the lm·ge 
fl·ont or inciso1· teeth show the most 
definite adaptation fot the blood-feeding 
h:-1 hit in being g1·eatly widened to fol'm 
t·mTed I·Hzor-eclged blades. The teeth cue 
s;tid to enable the bat painlessly to slic·e 
<lway the !';kin to cause <.'apilla1·y bleeding, 
hn1 examination of bites show s a crater­
like wound conforming with the blood­
lappin ~ 1·ather than blood-sucking method 
of feeding. 

1t is int·ei·esting to note tl1at the great 
natnrali ·t Charles Da1·win provided t he 
fit·!=it <lnthentl<: obsenations of a feedinO' 

• . b 
,·arupn·e-bat, but it was not until 1932 
1hat Dr. L. H. Dunn, while inYestigatinO' 
the infection of the bats with tb~ 
p <:11'<1site. of serious animal diseases was 

' <1 ble to prove that a lapping action 
was actually employed. Subsequently 
ohR<:'I·vation of his c·aptives by Ditmars at 
tl1e New York Zoo, which I personally 
in Rpected during a d sit in 1939, with a 
1·eYnlsion pardonable eYen in a mam­
malogist, confirmed a statement published 
in 1869 that vampire-bats can walk with 
a quadrupedal action instead of the 
shuffling movement common to bats. 

Describing the stalking movements of 
1he weird creatures, such as when 
manoeuvring to attack t he leO's of poultry 
Ditmars states .that the ;ings are s~ 
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" compactly held that they lool\: like 
slendet· forelimbs of a 4-footed animal" . 
He stated t hat t he pad at t he base of th e 
long hooked thumb, whi ch is a t·elic of 
the palm of other mammals, fun ction· as 
a "sole'' pad at the end of t he forearm 
providing a most interesting obser vation 
as applied to the movements of other 
kinds of ~ bats. It '\vas noted that the 
vampire's movements were more agile 
t han those of m any quadrupeds, the ba t 
resembling a spider when moving s lo\\'ly 
on "tip-toe", but scuttling rapidly for­
ward, side·ways, and even barkw::l r•d 0 11 

the ground, or on the back of a m oving 
victim. 

The ability to land lightly upon "a 1l 
fours", spring into flight, or hop toad-like 
fi·om one spot to another, combined with 
the t ip-toeing movements and painless 
surgery of the practised vampire's bite, 
undoubtedly a ll contribute t o the 
capability of attacking wakeful a nima ls 
and sleeping humans without distu rbance. 
vVith his usual sense of t he dramatiC', 
William B eebe in the Ed,qe of the J~un,glr, 
recounting his own experiences of snch 
stealthy surgica l activities, refers to th e 
strangely specialized little flying m ammal 
a~ t his "vesper tilial anaesthetist". 

T here is, of course, no suggestion of 
local anaesthesia, although loss of hah 
around the wounds of animals indicates 
some form of interference with t he 
tissues, while laboratory t ests have 
proved the presence of anti-coagulating 
properties in the vampire-bats' sa liva 
which must facilitate their secretive 
feeding habits. 

Strangely enough, in spite of super ­
stitions and t he obvious da nger to health 
re~nlti ng from t he feeding habits, the 

A en Jith.· (• "vnntJl l r c". u nder 
obs(' r vll tio n ne Ch e Ne'v YorJ.: 
Zoo, zt JJJironchc,. lh• ntenl of 
l'< JJecin ll , . t1'entec1 b l nocl . 'l' h e 
" t i JJ- toeing " fl llt111ruyJednl 
nct l on of th(• flyi n g m n mmn l 
il'l II.MNCH' i ll t e d " ' i t h I he Ntenlth y 
n(tnt·k Ufl011 l"rlng ' ' iCtlm !!, 

F l ashlight ohoto-arter 
Ditmars a nd G 1·eenhall. 

famous n atura l ist Bates is qnoted as 
!';aying t hat 'The vampir<', ho\\'eve l' , is 
the most barmles. of all hat~, and its 
inoffensive cha t•act er i s well known to 
resident::: on the bank~ of t he Amazo11." 
Actnnll,'· , th~ ~erions natul'e of attacks on 
dome~ticated anima1R wa::: Rhown by the 
a ha ndontuen t of settlem ent at t imes, and 
J·ecent sci entifi c proof t hat the bats were 
c·a ITie t·s of n tt·ypan osome blood-para ite 
proving futn l to hor~e!S t hough cattle 
were resiRtant. The di covery of 
r emedic-1l measure.· i s of great importance 
si nee t he bats atta ck the stock 
inrliRcrimina tely. 

S n c·h c:1ttacks h::ue g t eatly hampered 
scienti fie expedition!-i, weakening the 
horses and ca using sorene s which 
p1·e,·eutx t he use of xaddles ot· pa eks. The 
t·nbbin g-in of gHl'l ic· along t he back and 
·withers is a fol'm of treatment providing 
some relief fo1· the a nimal , t hough prob­
a bly too sevet•e fot· the average ~dentist. 
~iy m arnmalogis t friend Colin Sanborn, 
of t he Field Musenm Chica go, collecting 
in M:atto Gl'osso, Brazil, had hjs hor ~es 
g1·eatly w eakened by vampire bats. The 
only ~uggesti on of the native auide waR 
to r11b in j aguar fat, a nd a rh~ese cloth 
CO\'e1·in g was n o ptotertion sinc·e eight 
bats wm·e f ound on one hOJ·se by eleven 
o'clock. It was then disro,·~red by 
~anborn that t he bt·illiant light of a gaso­
lm e lnntet·n, hanging above 1 he tethered 
horses till dawn, kep t the bats nway 
dnl'iug the month in cn mp, although they 
<'Onstautly flew nbout the edge of the 
lighted area. 

Recent l'esea t'<'hes have n l ~o !';how n t h<l t 
h uman d.rea (l of th(• V<clmp irC'-hats ha~ H 

gt'e c-11 d en l more t hnn ~upet·~titiou <1 ~ its 
fonndnt ion. R(:)Yf• t·n l R(' t· iou)>\ outhrenk :;; of 
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A u st rnlian l <':d st• \'n•ua•i rc. o n ce t•nll t•d t h t• "(; rent 
Bl oc.•l -su <>kin"' B nt" h t•t•n n s t• u f its rt•lntiYe l v 
muc• h Inu rE• tt•rrif:dn"' li iiJie n r:lnt•t•. H cn,·c , ·e r, it 
Jn <• k s t h e S JWt'iall~· :ullltl t£•d UJIJtt• r fro n t teetlt, 
u nci I~ at·tua ll~· :1 <'lllln i h u l bu t , feeding UJI O II its 
s mnllt· r fe lln " s , other >'111 11 11 11ta111 111 n l s. 111111 a•r o b ­
:lhl ~ u n hi rt l s. f rugs, : 11111 (' \ ' e u lls h ('s, :as " 'e ll n s 

t h t • I 11 r~rt• r i llS(' t•t s. 

Photo.-A. 1\lu!';l-.n·a.ve. 

"<u·utl' ~·qH·ending myeliti~·· in the \ Yest 
In <liPs ha ,.e heen 1 I'HC'<'d to t he i nfettion 
of 1 he , ·irm: of ra hie~ c·mTiecl h:r the hHt~. 
In rrl'inicla<l np to l!):~n. 2,000 H;limals and 
.>:~ h ll lll:l ll being-s h<Hl died of t he <l isease 
fr·om whic-h t he1·e hn cl hee11 110 1·e<·overy. 
It W<1S ('Oil<"lndNl that t he clogs Of 
Tl'i u i(lnd \H' J·e <>i1hC?I' immune to the 
jl<lJ·t iC'u lar ~ ~ 1'~1 ill o f 1'<-l bieR viJ· n R, 0 1' t hat 
the hats did n ot at tack dog·s sinc·e 110n e 
\YP I'(' Htfede<l l';l)tHr('Rtil1!? <1 }JOHRibil ity . ~~ ,~ ~ 

t l tHt the hat s h;-1\'P been infeete<l for 
cen1 H•· ies. Jn 1et·eA1ing fi1 ·~t hnud informa· 
1 ion of tlw ep idem i <"s waH •·ecei,e<l fl'om 
tile 'r r·inidnclinn nt h lete. ,John Ashmead, 
dH 1·in g ilw 1 :>Oth A rmiv<'J'I"<HY Emp ire 
UanH·~ in l H:~H. wh o deHr r·ihed t he dntHtic 
llJPasn r·c•~ c~nfo r·c·ed 1'01· the p r·oteetio11 of 
htllua n~ a nd stod" ;~gainst 1'4Jil'et:Hl of t he 
<liN£•mw bv bn t ~-; . . 

(' 

T i ll<: AUS'l'HJ\t , JAN l •' Al.S IG YA1\lP1RE. 

FOt·tnll <ltel~· . there <H<' 11 0 tt-ne vamp ii·e­
l>ni!" inhabiti11~ t he .AtlHtralian region , 
;-Ji t hongh, aR jts popnl;n· name s ngges ts, 
one lar·ge ~peciC's was fnlsely <l<"c·nsed of 
simihu nctivitieH. Fnlil<e thoHC' "fal~e'' 
nunpir·es of c·inema tr·ndition , however , 
the gr·ote14que fadal <lppearan('e of the 
£\m;hnl iHn bn1 was; rnaildy to blame fot· 
itH siniHtt>t· 1·epntntion. l1 bas also been 
<·n lled the .. (h<'<ll Blood-snc·king Bat'' 
hec·mt~e a 11 In<lh1n memhrr of ih~ family 
was snpposed to he :-;n('kiug t he blood of 
a !';ID<lller b<11 which it wa~ a <:tun lJy 
<"<lrrying' away io de,·om·. The ~1bsen(.'e 
of upp<>r· inciKot· teeth wa::; nl~o once 
snppo~e<l to ht> an ach1ptation for ~uc-h 
habitH, where<1s the p1·esence of enla1·~ed 
r·azo1·-edg·en inc·isOI·F; i~ nn es:en1ial tHn·t 
of the t r·ne vampil'e'~ equipment. 

T he Austr-alian Fa lse Yampire Bat is 
11ot only the l<lt·gest of a 11 the local leaf. 
no~ed speeies, bnt :tl~o of all the 
i nsecti YOI·ons gToup, c:ts shown bv the 
I'OJ·eai·m ~1th1ining a length of four 'and <-1 
q mnter inf'hes. It is a I so distin cruished 
by having the C'<ll's uni ted in the r. middle 
1 ine for· more 1 han half their length. :1!'; 

well n~ h~· the renuukably bleached 
appeanuH·e owing to the nshy-greynesf' of 
i he b;H:k, wh itelless below, a nd whitish 
me m hn1 nes. 

Tbe F'<ll!';e \? nmpires at·e te<lllT can­
llibalistic or hHt -eatino- hats as sh~wn hv 
I 

~ ' < 

1 te remains of !:-ana1le1· hats in all tl1eir 
<·aYe-haunt!';, and also by the stomach 
('On tents of the cave·mum~ies wh icb con­
sist e11i it·ely of masses of bats' fm·. They 
<ll'e a l~o !';aid io feed upon otl1er small 
mammals. aud insect while foreiO"n mem· 

I ~ 

hers of the fami ly are said to cc-1pture 
Hmall bird~ and even fishes. 

The Austl'alian species, howeve1·. seems 
to be almost exclusively bat-eatino- and 

• 1::1' 
a pp;nently occupied caves tlnoughont 
South An .·halia for lono· acres accordinO' 

• 1:' 0 ' "" to the mnmm1tied remain~, and depo it. 
of gmmo whi<"h hHve at times been 
exploited eom mel'dally in the Cnnieton 
<lnd Flinden; Range areas. 
.'r~e <·omz.l<nat},·ely recent disappear·ance 

of T' a 1!-ie \ nmp u·eH from parts of South 
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A ustral ia indi<:ates t h e d ec:Jining f eJ·1 i1ity 
of t he <.:ounhy to sttppod an a<l eqn;-tte 
s upply of insect food. 'l'h iH :·mpply ir-:; 
needed to sn st<1 ill t he t <t ve-cmmxmnitiex of 
Rmall imsecti vol"ous hats npon whid1 the 
c~t unib:-11 hats lived. 

1' he J1~alse Vnm]dre l tas a wide I'a11ge 
• O\'el' the mot·e 1I·opic·::.l 1JOl'thet•n hal f of 
Au~tra l ia. H Juts been 1·econled fl-om 

Window 

M 
A NY people con~ide1· t ha t a child ­

hood YlsH to t he l\ln ~enm :.;hould 
RUffice, t hinki ng t hat exhibits 

I'a l·eJy , jf eYeJ· change. To ton·ett t hh.; 
etl'Ol', attemp1s m·e being mHtle to bring 
the aeth·ities of t he Mu~enm to t he noiite 
of the public. One method of ~tehievi11~ 
t hi ::; Object iR by sp ec· ia 1 fl ikph1ys at 
val"iou~ points i n the city. Tbe Ooret·n ­
ment P1·inte1· and the Directm· of the 
Goven 1ment Tmu·ist Bm·ean h;ne phH:ed 
windows at the di~posa l of th e Institu­
tion. The 1vinclow at t he Gove1·mnent 
Pl'int ing Office ha!-; been made a va.ilable 
on tlu·ee occasions rep1·eseu t ing ::t pe1·iod 
of four months, while t he Govenunent 
Toul'i~t Hm·eau ha 1::; twice giYen u s the 
use of one of t heil· windows in :Ma1·tin 
Place, thus enabling exhibits to be :-;hown 
i11 t he heart of the city fo1· a pedoa o~ 

l\Jomd l\1:-u·g·a t·c>t 011 tl tc ' VilHOtt Hiver. 
:-;on I h -wc>ste t·tt t!neC!n s la ml , the Pi lhana 
(li ~i t·i d in norl h vVes1e rn Au~tn1 li a, mtd 
... \ 1 i <·e Hpri 11 ~s in lit €' " ( 'e nhe' '. i\Ty 
('()] l eag-ue. M 1'. A. n l tl Hg' I 'H ve, I 0 wltom I 
am ind c>ht<;><l l'o1· I he ex(·e1l e11t il lm;hation 
<HTOntp<l ll )'i llg t hi :-; a r·tkle, obsened t~l\'e 
C'olonie~ in i hc Hoc· khHmpt on cli. trict 

' Qneensland. 

Displays 
i we I ,·e " ·eek!-:. l n <Hlcl i t ion , n wilHlow at 
St .. r nme~' l ~ tHle t·~J ·omHl ~t ation h<1~ been 
mad e ::tY<tilal>le fot· 1wo moni hx :o that the 
tnn·ell i11g· lHl l>li<- mrtY l e<tl'll xomethin()' of ' . ~ 

1he .\nstt·<\lic\11 )Jn :-;enHL 

'l'wo bad~gt·omHls hm·e l>een p1·epc-ned 
to m a ke the witHlows mm·e athadi,·e­
<me <lep ids t he Kaug;.noo Ch·oup M the 
Jl m.:enm H nd ihe oth e1· <l d ew of the 
)1olm1 I~<t Jl ines, X m·t h-en:-;t Qneenshwd. 
The displ.nJs h H,·e in t ln<le<l select ions of 
om· binl, mHmmnl , <'O J·al, ethnologieal. 
an<l mine t·n l C'o ll edion s. 'Yi1 h these,' ~uit­
Hule l nbe]s h<lYe been pl<lcecl expla i11ing 
what i :;.; to be seen i u t he ge11le1·ies of t he 
1\Iusenm. ' 

'l' h eRe ex hi bi ts ha Ye p t·ored H s ncees:::, 
for mmty enqniti e~; h<n·e ol'i g incttetl fl'Olll 
them. ' 
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Australian Insects . . XI 
Orthoptera, 6. - The Crickets 

By KEITH C. McKEOWN 

E \' E HY< )~ 1 ·~ . wlwt ht:'l' in the lt:'n:-;t 
inll' l't.':-;f<.>d in in!';e<·t:-; 01· not, is in 
:-;o nw \\'<1)' l'nmilint with cri('kets, 

pe1·h;1 ps h,Y l'<'<l<l ing C hn L'l e:-; l)i('kem;'s 
cllaJ·ming- sto1·y, " 'l' l1 e Cl'it'ket on t h e 
ll('ot l'l IJ", 01' 1'1 '0 111 thP popnJc11· ueljet ill 
('l'i('kt•ts ns b1·i llg'(;>J·s of l tH'k ; the Jatte1· , 
it m ig·ld hp i hongld by some, <l matte1· 
of 110 l i111P impo1·t <l n te in H ~nperstiti<Hl!-\ 
age ! 1' ltt' I i \'(' s o f' the <Titketl-\ cue fill eel 
wi t h nn inh•1·est <tn d fcts<·inaiiou not l e~s 
th<lll th e l';lJH· il'nl ;1ffl·ibn1 t:'s with w hi ch 
JH>P ts <llld s101·y- telle1·~ hctYe ell(l owetl 
thPlll. 

The tTit'ke1 s <ll'C m emb€'1·:-; of the onle1· 
Ot·t hoptl' l'<l, aud m·e <·omnH>n ly ph1('e<l in 
<l single !';nnily. 1h<' Ot·yllich1e, but some 
wol'l.;e1·s d h· ide them i n1 o t"·o g1·onps, the 
(hyll i<lae o 1· t 1'11(.' f'1·icket~. and the 
(hyllotn lpiclae o 1· ) Jole Cl'i('ket:-;. Som<> 
fiftJ' spe('ies of the find fa mily , aud RiX 

of 1 hr s<•<·ond an• kn own f l'om A nsttalin. 
So mut'h l'o1· <11·y bonE's, fo1· thet·e ;,ne oth <>1· 
a111l nw1·c i11t<'1·e~t iug; con~ide1·at ionl'; 
whi<-11 in\'i1<' om· c-lltention. 

In1e1·csi i11 <'l'iC'kets is mmally fi1·st 
a1·ouse<l by 1heil· ).;o ng, that ~ln·ill cbiq>­
ing wl li ('h b l·iltgl-; back to our minds 
I1H!mo1·i es o f m il<l s11mmer e,·enings, 
ganlens, <:1·rek-l><l n ks, a nd the wide lm sh. 
Thil'l song, " ·hei hel' i t IJe t he shrill "f'1·i , 
ni , ni-<·J·i -i-i-i-i'' of the C'ommon Field 
C1·iC'kE'i. o 1· 1 he C' tu·ioul-; nwllow, 1·olling 
note of the )lole-CJ·icket, a note mo1·e 
f1·og;- ih c-111 insE'd-likE', is produced by the 
same m e<lll s, t he 1·uhl>ing togethe1· o f t h e 
wing-<:O\'(' J·s 0 1· tegmina. The wing-co,·e1·s, 
when a t l'<.'!·d , n1·e folcled down flat over 
the body, hnt h<'n1 down s ba1·ply O\rer 
t he si del-;; tll t' 1·igh 1 n sm1 lly o\·el'lies the 
lefi. E<l('h of 1h{' tegmin a be;us a tile­
like p1·o <·t·s~ nn <l a ha1·clenecl <llHl pt·om­
inen1 v<•ill wh ieh ads ns n sen1p e1· ag<1inst 
whic·h ilw fil <• o f 111 e o pposite wing 1·a~ps. 
Ea<'l1 "c·ove1·" llm; c-l <'O ll!·li<le J·al>le a1·e~1 o f 
tlti11, t igh ly -:-·d •·c•1 <'he<l m emlJn1ne which 

<1<.:1 s as <-111 <1mplifie1· for the sounds pro­
dn<'e<l. Jn the act of p 1·odncing itr-; music, 
t he nic·kel rn i~-;e~ i ti-i w ing-covers to a n 
<lngl e of <1 hont fm·ty-five deg1·ees to the 
phute of t he l>ody, ancl mo\'eS them back­
W<11·cls H)l(l fonnu·cls so as to b1·ing about 
f1·i<'i ion bet wcen the file and the snape1·. 
'l'he C'l' ic·ket i)o; an inst1·nmentalist, not a 
singel'. A:.; iu most souml-p1·od ucing 
insE'd:.i, the mn~ic i.· in the natm·e of a 
lo,·e ~ong. As a C'Omplement the1·e a1·e 
pet iJ·e<l he<ning ot·gnns situated in each 
fo1·el eg. The " song.. of the Cl'icket is 
~timuhlt i ng, not only to the females, but 
<11so 1o l'h·al nwl es; this has been p1·o,·ed 
by phl<'ing a thirping n icket befo1·e a 
m icrophone. an<l amplifying the ~onnds in 
another 1·oom in the 1n·esen('e of other 
mc-1les; these bun;t at once into fl-enzied 
~ 111 ·illi11g. 'J'h e ~ame otcUI·I·ence m ay be 
obsenrecl in t he field whe1·e, when one 
mn le com nlen<'es to chil·p , othe1·~ in the 
vidu ity w ill be stilTed to emulate his 
e l'l'ol'i s , JOimng , one by one, into t he 
<:horns. It i)o; not known whether the 
fem<ll e exeiTi ses any 1neference in her 
ch oice of a mate on account of his 
p1·owes)o; a:-; ~l sel'enade1·. 

The mo:-;1 fclmili;u- of all om· cl'ickets is 
t he Ji'ielcl Cl'iC'ket ( Gryllus sen:illei), ~ 
thitk -~E't in sect measm·ing about a11 inch 
in lengt h, tlothe<l in glos y black; the 
he<Hl is laq.~·e, broad, and snl'mounted by 
<1 pail' of long tlu·ead-like antennae. The 
fenu1 le m a y l'E'~Hl il y be di~tinguished horn 
the male by he1· posses!';ion of a slender 
ovipo~i1cn· p1·ojecting horn the exhemity 
of 1he abdomen. nu access01·y of com·se 
lacking in hE'l' mate. Both sexes have 
powe1·fnl lli11cl legs con stJ·nctecl fot jump­
ing. 'l"'hese leg~. in the cTiC'ket5;, m·e vety 
ea~ily <l eta('he<l nnd, no doubt, t his ea sy 
mnpu ta1 ion i:--; hn-alnable to an insect 
when seize<l by a bird, liza1·d, or othe1· 
enemy, a ncl ma11Y mn~t owe their lives to 
1E'<Wing a l<'g in the j aws of an attacker 
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'J'h t• C'HIIII IHHI h l ll t.' l~ 
cri e k e C o f bu s h a u cl 
g ardc•u ( G r :-· ll n s s e r­
v illei). w ld l'l• 111 a k t• s 
it.s II I IIS i (• CHI " ' l l rlll 

s untnt c· •· t• ,· c· n i n ~:-< . 
( N. B. Ada11 1s, d e l. ) 

i n i lt is man ne1·. I i i !-4 het1P•· to l>e lt ;\JHl i· 
capped by 1 he l oss of n I imh t han be 
com·e..te<l ini o t he f oo<l of a not he•· 
er e at m·e ~ 

T he F'iel tl C1·i eket is a <lwell e1· i u hush 
a nd g;u-den. a nd sometimes IH<1Y <·•·e;t te a 
sti r in don1esi k ciJ·cl es OJ' eni f:' l'ing honsel-\, 
possibly atinwtetl hy 1he bt·ight lights at 
night . Indoo t·s the ptesenc·e or 1 hese 
insert s freq ueutly h t·ings i 11qni t·i.es ns t o 
whet he1· t hey will <hl ma g<" t cll'pei s an<l 
f Ul'lll khjngl'\ ; 110 <hlln :tge of any :S n <:h 
natm·e is to be fe:ue<l. In t he open 1lwi 1· 
food con f'\is t s of a mi xed cli et of Yegetc1hle 
and an imal nw.ttet·, mtd it is well known 
that if sevet·a 1 cl'i cket~ ;H·e im1n·i ~o11e<l in 
a hox 'vithout foo<l , the weaket· iu se<·1 !-l 
will soon be killed mHl (l eYom·etl by thei r 
st1·onge1' kin , on ly a few s<·:l itel·e<l 1 i mb~ 
lJeiug left to bea1· witnes~ to the i t·Hgedy . 
T he ~ong of t h i s cri c·k et hns <l h·eady been 
mentioned; i t i s a !-4ei·ies of ~hor1 <Tisp 
uoteH u tte1·ecl :iln qui ck sm·<·esHion a n<l ter· 
minnting in a ~ustai necl s bl'i ll note, i •·emu­
l ous but <:le<ll'. D111·i ng the dc-1y tht"' <·t· i tket~ 
1·emain h id den i.n bmTows in t he soil , o1· 
n n d et· stoneK, emerging at d nsk to ellp:<tge 
jn a dive li I'E>. 

By m eans of her s1on1 <llld elongate 
ov iposito1·, 1 he fem e-l ie cl'i c·k et phH·<"'H her 
eu·trR in t lw so il, 1 helieYe Hingly. ' l'hesc 
eg~s hat<'h ont in t o mi nut e _wi11 g-less, l~u t 
ot he rwise pt•d ectly l'o1·me<l, J ll H(:'~·1:-., wht <:h 
g 1·o w by a Hel'i es of m oul iH. 'l' lu s pt ·o<'e~k 

or (' tl s1 i l l ~ llH· skin lt t~ s I H'( ' Il d(•H<Ti hPil 
i n ('Ol l ll(' ('(ioll Wi f ll o( IH•t· rami l i<'K of (ltp 

Ot·l hopl e t·:l. :--o rw<>d no t l ~t• d i:·wtl ssrd IH•t·P. 
\ Yi t h t 11<' htsi mo11l t t hP i tll-'f'<· t is mnttll'('; 
it llM.; c-H·q Hi t·<•d \\'ingx. and wit h them, 
Pi·'j><'<'illl ly i n Ill <• (• ;tst• o f llt<' m;tlt•, H Wt·y 
pl'fi<"i<' nt llltl l-'i<·a l i ll l-'i t·llnl(' tll with whi c·h 
(o St'l'(' ll<llh' :lilY pt·osiH'<·t in• 11\a lC'. 
!\ I :tt m·ii y i s n:-. u:llly :tt 1:-li n <'d in llw 
Hllllll lWI', :tlld i I i s 1 hl ' ll t h<lt I he W<ll'D1 

t'\'Ptli ngs t·c>snnllcl wi t h till' sl11·illing of 
( hp l'l\'HI lllllSida ll S. I>UI'ill g tl tP S(' I'C' IHttl (', 
( h<' f E' III<t l (' is l lSII<tll y HOI\ 1(' \\'h Ct't' c·l osP hy. 
t• i ilt et· <tt l i lt> t> ttl n tllc·<• to lw r hunow. ot· 
h iddE' 11 <l iiWHg t hP lw t'int gt>. ;llld srrms torn 
hy <1 des i •·c• i o <1 pp t·oadt t hP si ngt•t· antl hy 
ct n equnlly s tt ·oll ~ itt<·l i 11 :tl ion to tnrn and 
fl y fl·om the sc·<> tH'. _\ t h•n g t h Hn <·<~l'ta J HLY 
is m·pt·c·onte, and pn i t·i ng 1 <1 k t•s phH·t'. 
l •~ i ghts 1-lO lll e li n tt'~-' 1akc· pl n('t' be tween 
lll<t l es l-'(' C'king to w ill thl' [anHII's of 1ltE' 
s:1111e mate, hut little dama g<· nsmtl ly 
('ns n el-\, Ill(~ cl (' t'<>;tt ed <·:uHl idn tl' ustwlly 
t·n ~tning awny wlw n Ill' Ji nd s himl'lelf 
0111 mat <·lu •< l. 

1' 1w U hol-' t -( 'J·kk t> l s ( () ,.,.,lld7tlls l . 
l't ·;tg i l e-look iug, :-><'111 i -11·<tll sp ;tt·ell t inl'eds 
wi t h l'O II Ild ly I i PP<'d wi 11 gs l'oltlrtl upon 
1ht> h:t <·k , <1t'l' to h<' l'onnd among the 
foli agt> ol' sht·nhs. Th <>y do no t t ·~l~· upon 
th e d t<II'H\ of thPit· lll ll l-' i <· a lon r to wi u the 
hpad or <I m n1 t•. J t is (l ' li C th ;t( they <l l'l' 

m u sieiHll s wit h a t hin. t> t he1·ea l ~oug. n 
slow 'U t·i -i i -g-t·i· i - i -i" , lH'CHim·r cl wi th many 
J l<1 ll ~'es, c-t :-; i f 1 hP IWL'fot·ntPt· wet·(l some\rhnl 
nnced n in of h i~" t<1 l cml. "'hnt t he in ~ed 
hwks in :-;onntl JH'<HhH·1 ion i ~ t·o m pensa tr,l 
fot· hy \'t'l lhiloqnia l powet·s, . nnd the 
mnsi c ian is nsun ll :r d Wi<- nl t to tl i l"tO\'el', 
t he l-'Oll ll d seemini to t·om(' ft·om ercry 
d il·eC' ti o n othe t· 111<1 11 th at or i ts ll'lll' 
SOU l '('(:' , Bnt 1ht> nltost-( ' J'i ('kl' t does not 
pnt nil hi ::-; Pg;~s i11 CHll' basket; he IHlS 
o1het m ennl-' o f win lli tw thP frmal t•. 
Pl;"t·hap s 1 he ~ong- i:o; Jtl(• t·et :r to ;Hln' t·ti st> 
hi :-; pt·t'R<'II t·P a nd ~uid<• n m ntt• to wiH'I'l' 
h C' 1·e~ t s i11 t lw bn sl w !-4 . On t ht• t hot·ax. 
j nst Hi the hast• o f his wi ng-s, t ht>l'tl is <I 

<· tu ·iow~. sonw wlw t <· up· I ikP dl']>l'Pssioll 
<·on1a in iug a f hi11 hnii<'Y lik<' flu id . 'l' lt is 
Hweet Hp pe;Hs to h ;l~<' a t·<•m:u·knhh' 
Htt •·at'ticm l'o t· t ht• l'emHlt•. w ho appt·oarht·~ 
i n n~spo us(' t o thl' m :ll t• ' :-; nllu rillg' <·all . 
Hll<l g t·ppc l i ly l 'O II :-l llllH's lh<' fluid f t·olll lh<' 
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thcmH·ie t·avi ty. 1'ht' rt H•nl i~ i n the uatlne 
of <l wrdding- hrt•nkfast. 1'he egg!,; of the 
<lho~t -('t·i<-kt• t HI'<' depos i te1l in row:s in 
slit~ ('\lt f01· the JHII'))()X(' by the OYipo.·itor 
in twig-~ of ,. i lit's and huxht•x, 1 ho~e with 
<I ~oft. pithy eon• ht•ing uxua l ly ~elected. 

Thr .\lolt>-('l"il·k<'ts difiet· gteatly in 
llHlJl)' l 'l'~ Jll'd X rt·om t ht• 1 nle f'l'icketx, 
ancl for this n•;tson <ll 'C' plaeetl by :som e 
authOJ·itit's in <I s<'pn rnie Ja milv the 
Gryllot <1 I pid;w. 'l'ht>y n re eo m par;tively 
hu·ge l'l't'Ht ii i '(':S, g-en r t·n l ly or a bt·ownish 
c:olom·. T he t hot·nx is i n i he f01·m of a 
smooth t·o tmde<l shi(ll<l Rlopin g to the 
heall; i h(' nn t Pllll<H.' ;u·e shot·t, stout, <llHl 
tOlllposed ol' Jllilll} s h e))·(, t·ing-like joints ; 
tlle forr lf.'t!s <11'<.' t'X J>andel1 for dio·o·ino· 

" hh h' 
<tud the nhdomt' ll i(• J·minatex in a pair of 
feele t·- like ('t'rci. 'l'hen:~ j:-; no vixible 
extet·1wl OYipoxitot· in t he female. The 
wing-l·on:• t·s ;u·e :shod. and are usually 
prori(l e<l w ith a ti le nncl :o-;<Ta per in both 
sexes. )lt·. ~. B. 1' in<hlle, or the Soutll 
Australian )lnxt"' \1111. h a~ \n·itten : "I 1Hwe 
ob!o\ened, on 1 " ·o ol·t·nsions, female~ of 
0. oya k<'pt i 11 enpti\'ity in a gla~s­
con~l'ecl dnninm. ,·ibt·ct ting their elytl-a 
nnd em itti ng dnll p u l!o;ating souncls 
cleal'l;r nndiule six feet <t\\'~ly, aud ans"·el'­
ing the calls or a n w le con tinecl i n another 
chambet·. Ju :-;11'i <l nl n1ilq~ . t he elytra, iu 
IJoth :-;exe~. an' ~i mu ltn neously mm~ed 
la tet a lly iu opposi1e dil·edion~. Sta1·ting 
hom 1hc posi tion of t·e~i , t hey ~ne opened 
until i heil· po~tl}l'im· lll<ll·gin s be:uely 
o,·e l'lap, HIHl a1·e then t·etm·ne<l rapidly 
to theil· fotnH~ J · po:-;it ion." 

The e;nx <ne xit mt tecl in t he forelegs, 
but m·e tO\'et·ed w it h ~1 flnp of integnmf'nt, 
aud ~ne <:Onl4eqnently h<nd to see. 1'he 
call of t h<' (·ommou )Iole-Cl'icket 
(Oryllofulpo llll-'> f r,li.o,; ) is a l iquid a n d 
muskal hi ll ; t hat of <lnother species, 
U. uitidula) Ita~ et met;.l ll it, bell-like 
qual it y in it~ uo1<.>:-\. 'l' lw enlli ng i ~S usually 
pe1·fornwtl wit h in t he ~e<:nl'ity of the 
bmTow, o t· f 1·om 1 he s lw 11 et· of a ~tone. 
'I' he i u:-;e('{ ~ M'<.' m p <u ·t in 1 hn·ly sem;itive to 
~o;oi l v ibnlt ious, a JI(l ;m in tant iom; step 
will UH\lally sil t' ll <'<' 1ht• muxichtn--b ut not 
fOJ' JOJW' w i t llill a Jll iJllt iC O L' HO t he 1'\0llg t'>, • 

will be J·e:-; tiJIH.•d . J t i ~ f' J·equrn1ly possll.>le 
to t1·acc 11tt' ~out·t·<.• or th e song--and t he 

l) 
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li' tra n ge C l'ic:k c t s: .\ , 1\lole cri c k et (Gr y llo taltm 
nitiduln ) ; B, ' l'eA'mhw or f e uwle; C, c hirtlinA' 
a rcn o f tt'A'IIl i n ~t : 0 . S(•r:q1er ( A're atly e nln r ged ): 
E. 'l' t'A'IIlillll o f m n lc: ~~. c~·Jintlntchet:t {l S:tiiUilO­
llhiht ; G, 11 li ttl e S antl C ric:k et (Triflacn.· lul'l 

mutus) . 
(After N. B. Tindale.) 

sing-et- by wnlking sofily towa1·<l. the 
sonml, pausing whene,·er the ti·illing 
teasl}s, and quietly modng forwal'd ngail!. 
when it ix resumed. 

::.Hole-C'I'i('ke1s RJH:> tHl the daylight hom·s 
in clef.'p bunows. usually !o;itnate<l in <lnmp 
xi1uationl-i, the banks of neeks and watet­
holes being ~pe<"ially fanmred. Tile 
i nHects at·e onm iYo1·ous. feed ing npon 
in~ettH nn <l plants; they <He sometimeR 
<l estl-ueti ve i o seetll ings in ga1·clens, 
cut iing iJn·ongh i lle 1·oot~>< in t he com·~e 
of the il· t unnelling opel'a tion~. T he eggs 
are depo~itecl , to ihe numbe1· of some two 
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hnndl'ed. in a h<'<1p i11 a thn mbel' at I h<' 
eml of ihe hn tTO\\' . The moihrt·. unlike 
the mnjOt·ily or ill~eds. pos~esse:-; ('()ll ­

:-;i<lernhle m<ti r t·Hnl nttnthment in h(_) t· 
hl'ood: :-;he gunt·<l~ het· e~~s with thr 
~p·en.iest <lrvoi ion, and when the haby 
c·1·ickci ~ hni <'h out, wni <·he~ o\·e•· i hem 
with equa l ~oli('itmlc nnti t they ~n·c lcu·ge 
and stt·ong rnough io <:<11'(:' I'm· ihemsrhes. 

The f01·eleg oC n mole·c t·id .:et is well 
wOJ·i h tn n>fnl ('xnminnt ion, for the1·e <ll'C 
few ex<nnple::-; of Nudt pel'fect e:Hhl pi<1tion 
of an insect lin1l> to ii:-; allotted <llHl 
Rpetialize<l icu;;k. lt i~ a <li~~ing ~ns11-~1 -
men1. 'r hc lowe1· pm·t imt of the 1 tmb ts 
flnttene<l alHl expa ntl e<l to form a 01'<>H<l 
~-;ilo\'el: i t ~ lowet edge is ~en<1te<l into n 
nmnl>e1· (nnying i ll <litTe1·cni spe<:iel-;) or 
bn><Hl, tooth-li ke i)I'Ojet1ions, or whi ch 011<.> 

i1-; montble. a1Hl i ~ bel iere<l to act in 
oppo~it ion to one of the ot he1·l' as a pn i r 
of sheal'~ fol' tu1 tin~ l'oot~. The t·omHletl , 
shield-like thot·nx nl~o aid~ the in~e<:t ilt 
for<'ing it~ wH y 1ln·ough 1he soiL 'l' he 
muscuhn ~t1·en~1 h of the fm·elimul' il4 
I·elative]y (' l iOl'lllOll ~, Cl f;H·1 1h<l1 ll1<1Y ht• 
distO\'el·etl fOl· one~e) I' IJy ltol<ling one o[ 
these cJ·i<'ket~ fhm ly (but not l-;0 fi 1·ml~' as 
to cJ·n~ h ii ) w ith the fi ngP1·s; t hti' fm·elegl4 
will t h (.'n be felt push iug si 1·ongly out ­
wal·<l~. Hll(l su ch is i he sit-eugth ex<~dti'd 
that i he fingen; <ll'C gt·<~clnally fol'(·ed 
apari, em1bl ing i he im;ett io e~captl. llow 
effcdive is thei1· use of theHe tools i s 
eYi<lencetl by the e;H;e with wh ic-h tht' 
in~eds dl'i\'C theit· t u nnels tlnough h;.n·d 
ground. 

l 'e1·hnps 1 he commonest of the moJe­
CI·ickeis j~ Gryllotalpa a11sfrali.sJ a d~nk 
lJl·owuish-l>lack in~ec t w ith t he 1 hm·ax 
<len~ely coveJ·e<l with a ~hm·t velvety pile. 
The m ale is Hl>oui an inch long; i hc 
female somewhat lcn g;e1·. Tt t·ang;e~ on• t· 
Victol'ia , ou th An.·hnli<t, Xe\\· Sont h 
'Yale"', aml Queensland. lt is q nitr 
common in the vicinity of Syd ney, whc1·e 

j 1 i s t hP us11:tl sJ H'<' i<'~ l'ou nd in g;;u·cl eu~. 
U. uiticlulo i s <ll~o found nhont Hyclncy, 
hut i s so rrwwhal 1'<\1'<'; in this spedeH the 
thot·ax i s g lossy HJI(l wit hou t pi le. ~\ t hil'tl 
sJH'<·ips, (/. afriC'at~rt of a dinl(y yellow 
<·olon t·, o<·<·tll 'l4 qu t t<• <·om rnoitly on the 
;\PJW<111 Hin•t·. and has a wi<le n1nge O\'et 
~\ usi l'a l in. 

111 tilt' dt·y iul<tud disl l' ids. tin~· blatk 
et·id-:<•1:-; ('l ;ridodyltt.-;) li ve i n shallow 
l>ntT o\\·s i n t iH• dctmp :-;and o1· day of t he 
lH1n k s ol' t he· llllt k :-; 01· <1<111\s ex{';watetl h~' 
1 he ~ t·Hhi<'t ' fo1· t lw <·on st~ l ·,·ntion o[ wate1·. 
'l' lw ' i lls<.'<"t s <lt·<• <.';1si ly 1·o utetl ft·om thei1· 
1t id i ng pi<H·<.•s hy ~pi ash i ng wate1· m·c1· the 
h;tnk; wlwu d i sltn·ht•d, I lit• little neatme:-; 
1 Cl kt• t 0 t hP \\'Cl t l'l' , \\'lit' I'(' 1 hey HV J>C<ll' to 
hr Pq uctlly a 1 ho uu• <I s 011 lcw<l. swimming 
<l lJo111 1·a pid ly 0\' ('1' t lw l4tll·l'a<·e. ptopelled 
hv ki <·ks or tht• l011g hintl legs. o1· ereu 
p'tnnging lwlow t h<' l-; \ll·fate. ~othiug i~ 
known 1·<•g;11·ding the i1· life-histot·y or 
lllOd<• or I i 1'<'. wh i<:h shonl<l pt·o,·i<le ~ome 
<·onnt1·y l'(•s iclpnt with <lll inten·~t i ng 
pt·oh iPm 011 wh i<·h to dt•,·ote :-;ome of hi · 
:-; pa I'<' t i ntt•. 

~t'\'('1·al t1 ·nly t·<•ma1·kahl c 1·elati res 
of I h<• rno lt'·<Titkr1 ~ hn ,.e uecn placed 
in :t s<'P<II·ah• :-;nh-f<tmi ly. i he <'ylindra­
dtPI i ll <H': t h<•st• nt t• mhe t·:-; of t he genu!-i 
( 

1
.1f( i 11d ra(' /1 (' fa J·p~em b ) (:'l excessi \'ely 

~lt> ll <ll'l· ll 10IP·<· I·itkt•ts in wh i<:h the tho1·ax 
is IHII ' I 'O\\ <llld ('longa ted. They <ll'e wing· 
lt·~s, hut ~ntu t·t• has ovetTOllH' the 
nppctl '(' llt diffic-ulty o f sottiHl ·pt·odud ion by 
pla<'i n~ o1·~a11s fo t· t hi s pm·pose 011 the 
.i<~ \\'!4 and t h<>i 1· ;H·<·P:-;sot·y il ppe1Hlages ~ It 
is ~olllt'ti nwx stntt•tl that thel';e in~ects 
tnn l l<'l in t h<• strms o[ plants, an ope1·a· 
t ion uot <·o iHI ud\'t> I o the well-being of the 
n·~<·tation attadH•<I. hnt the two species 
or wh i<· h \\'(' know anyt h ing- of the habits 
HI'(' hUI' 1'0\\'('l':-< in sand. Little is knowu 
t·<.>~;ndiug t h<•il· lin•x. 'l'he .. .\ usfmli<ln 
spr<·ies Hl'l' found in ~o u th .\ u~t1·alin. tht' 
N01·t heJ·11 'l'<'l'l' it o1·.v. and "'t•~tet·n 
... \ \1 ~ t I 'H I i<~. 


