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Amber. 
BY EuGEN NEUMANN, M.D. 

FEW substances have been longer in 
use for ornamental purposes then amber. 
Ca1ved amber objects have been found 

amongst the relics of the earliest peoples, 
such as the Swiss lake-dwellers and the 
Ancient Egyptians. The Phoenicians are, 
credited with having brought it from the 
shores of the Baltic to the Mediterranean, 
and amber beads were found in the royal 
tombs of Mycene and in Etruscan ruins . 
That it was well known to the Greeks is 

Amber, with impression or mould of insect. From a 
specimen in the Australian Museum. 

[Photo.-G. C. Glutton. 

proved by their use of the 
word elektron, meaning 
amber, from which our word 
electricity is derived. It 
was one of the lures which 
led the Romans to invade 
the Galli c territory west and 
north of the Mediterranean, 
and the Roman writer Pliny 
says that " it had been so 
highly valued as an object 
of luxury that a very di­
minutive human effigy made 
of amber had been known 
to sell at a higher price 
than living men, even in 
stout and vigorous health." 

drive the chariot of his father, but he lost 
control of his steeds, and, approaching too 
near to the earth, set it on fire. Jupiter then 
struck down Phaethon with a thunderbolt 
and he fell dead into the Eridanus. His 
sisters, the Heli ades, who had harnessed the 
horses, were changed into poplars, and their 
tears into amber. 

In Homer's Odyssey Penelope received 
the gif t of an amber necklace fr om one of 
her admirers, and the li vely Roman poet 
Martial compares the fragrance of amber 
to the fragrance of a kiss. Of more modern 
poets both Milton and Shakespere make 
mention of amber. 

Considering the wonderful colour scheme 
which golden or yellow amber presents, the 
hues varying with the direction and intensity 
of the sun's rays, and that it is easily shaped 
into rounded or facetted beads for brooches, 
necklaces, bracelets, earrings, or pins, a 
combination of clear and cloudy amber, or 
of amber with sil ver and gold, proving very 
effective for t rinkets, one would imagine 
that it would have made a permanently 

An elaborate Grecian 
myth accounts for the origin 
of amber in this wise. 
Phaethon, son of Helios, 
the sun-god, attempted to 

The Kurische �N�e�h�r�u�n�~�.� with a �g�i�~�a �n�t�J �c� dune: in th e �f�o�r�e�~�f �0�0 �~ �~� 
" breaks " have been constructed to re-tar d the advance o t 
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en croaching sand. 
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strong appeal to t.he fair sex, and would not 
be so very subject to the moods of fashion. 
Besides, there was never the stigma of bad 
luck attached to it, as sometimes to pearls 
or opal till the " lucky black opal " came 
to the fore. Yet only in the manufacture 
of pipes, cigar and cigarette holders, often 
in combination \vith meerschaum, or as 
mouthpieces for chibouques or nargilehs, 
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to the pal aeon t.ologist as a conserving medium. 
Amber is readily inflammable and burns 

with a bright flame and balsamic smell ; 
t h e German name be·rnstein (from brennen, 
to burn), is derived from this quality. The 
specific gravity is a little higher than that of 
water, in which therefore it will sink. It is 
just too hard to be scratched by a finger nail, 
but it may be readily cut with a knife. It 

polishes well, and with 
wear it assumes a darker 
colour, which is rather 
prized, and, unlike the 
pearl, it does not lose its 
lustre. 

An old cemetery on the Kuriscb e Nehrung which has be.en overwhelmed 
by blown sand and again laid bare b y a storm. 

It is well known, of 
course, that when amber 
is r ubbed 'vith cloth it 
becomes charged with 
negative electricity and 
will attract paper , wood, 
and other material. Its 
chemical composition is 
variable, as is usual with 
amorphous substances ; 
it consists of succinic 
acid , a volatile oil, and 
several resins soluble in 
alcohol, t he insoluble resi­
due resembling bitumen. 

oriental tobacco pipes in which the smoke 
is passed through water , has amber always 
held its own. 

It derives its name from the Arabic ambar 
or anbar. The French call it ambre, an d the 
phrase, " fin comme l'ambre," means "as 
sharp as a needle," or a '' shrewd fellow. " 

ORIGIN AND PROPERTIES . 

Amber , an exudation from long extinct 
coniferous trees, is a brittle, resinous, amor­
phous substance, usually in the shape of 
drops or globular masses of yellow, brown, 
or reddish colour, transparent or cloudy, the 
latter sometimes more highly in favour. 
The biggest nugget ever fo-und weighs about 
twenty-one pounds, and is preserved in the 
Natural History Museum in Berlin. Amber 
betrays its origin as resin by the impressions 
or moulds of insects, leaves, and blossoms, 
which were enveloped by the exudation 
before it hardened. Thus we learn some­
thing regarding the primevalfauna and flora, 
and, like t.he Siberian ice, with its enclosed 
carcasses of mammoths, amber is important 

THE HOME OF AM.BER. 

The Balt ic seaboard, from Danzig to 
Memel , has always been the principal source 
of amber. H ere where now roll the waves, 
there stood in the older Tertiary period, 
namely t he Oligocene, big pine forests. The 
chief amber-producing trees seem to have 
been Pinus stroboides and Pinus succinifer, 
which were much more resinous than their 
modern relatives. Amber is also encount­
ered in the brown -coal strata and the Post 
T ertiary diluvium. After storms small 
pieces are frequently thrown ashore, en­
tangled in sea weed, and are sometimes found 
on the coasts of Norway, Sweden and Den­
mark, and even on the south coasts of Eng­
land. 

From the earliest historical times pieces 
of amber have been cast up on the north 
Prussian coastline, and their collection and 
sale is a very ancient industry. At the 
beginning of this century two bridges were 
excavated in swampy ground a li ttle east­
ward of the river Vistula, not far from the 
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coast. These are attributed to the Romans 
of the .first century A.D. and seem to indicate 
the former existence of an ancient amber 
t rade road. They are both very solidly 
constructed, the longer having a thickness 
of nearly thirty-nine inches in the cent re 
and consisting of six layers of oaken planks: 

The coast of Samland, a squarish peninsula 
with two lagoons, the " Frisches Haff " and 
" Kurisches Half," produces a material 
distinguished by its golden colour and trans­
lucency. The strips of land separating the 
lagoons from ~he sea are called " N ehrung " 
and the Kunsche Nehrung, adjoining t he 
republic of Lithuania, is of special ethno­
logical and ornithological interest. H ere, 
too, the elk, the same animal which in Amer ­
ica is called the moose, may occasionally 
be seen, and the strange phenomenon of 
'· Wanderduenen" (shifting sand dunes) may 
be observed. 

SHIFTING SANDS. 

These are formed by t he westerly winds, 
which destroy the weaker vegetation by t he 
constant impact of sand grains. The loose 
sand is then carried onwards, burying forests 
and villages in its path. These sand dunes 
accumulate up to heights of about 400 feet , 
and advance inland at a rate of t wenty feet 
per year . If not blocked in its progress the 
sand falls into the Haff, the steep, towering 
dunes sometimes leaving room for only a 
very small path on the edge of the lagoon. 
Buried villages are again uncovered as the 
dunes progress eastward, and old cemeter ies 
are laid bare, as at the " Pestkirchhof " 
Nidden, where plague raged in 1708 after the 
lapse of two centuries, and at Pillkoppen , 
where crosses now burierl were still visible 
in 1 97. To prevent fur ther lill'oads of t he 
dreaded sand a great and expensive afforesta­
tion scheme has been canied out close to 
the shores of the sea and lagoon, t he village 
of Pillkoppen having thus been saved from 
burial. 

The solitude, bleakness, and desolation 
of the lY anderduenen is awe-inspiring, and 
the colour effects are marvellous, Humboldt 
comparing them to those obser ved in the 
landscape of the Nile. 

It was the Kurische Nehrung that Queen 
Louise of Prussia had to cross, during the 
severe winter of J 806, on her Bight to Memel, 
after her country's defeat by Napoleon. 

WINNI NO 0 1•' AMBJ<~R. 

The righ t t o the ex ploitation of ambor · 
a monopoly of t h e Prussian Governments 
which used to lease it for a period of yea t, 
Sometime after the midd.Je of last centurs. 
a solicitor in a little town of E ast Prussia wry 

d b . as 
appr<?ache y ~ rather shabby mdividual 
who ~nformed htm t ha t he was applying f ' 
the license, and offer ed , if his applicati~r 
were successful , t o t ake him into partnershi~ 
for t he pay ment of a comparatively small 
amount. The professional man, however 
pr?mptly turned him ou t, but lived to regret 
this, for t he applicant, joined by a skippe 
(bought out by him lat er ) secured the Ieas~r 
?'nd be?ame. a ver y wealthy man, gradually 
mcreasmg his annual r ent t o t he Government 
from a few hundred poun ds to some hundreds 
of t housands. 
. Amber was ~st obtained almost exclus­
Ively by dredgmg, a whole flotilla of steam 
dredges working near the coast of Samland 
and in t he. K urisches H a ff, but the lessee 
later acqurred extensive territory close 
to ~he shor~, _and shafts were sunk as in 
ordinary mmmg operations the " bl 

th
, b . , ue 

~ar . emg particular! y r ich. The mine 
~s ~Itu~ted at Palmicken and in close prox­
u~nty IS K.raxtepellen , o~ce a poor fishing 
village, . wh1ch developed m to a considerable 
township accommodating some thousands 
of amber miners . 

In 1899 the Government redeemed the 
lease by payment of £500,000, acquiring 
all property and workings, and took the 
whole concern int o its own management. 
P.eople wer e now a llowed to gather small 
p1~c~s of a:m her cast ashore by storms, a 
pnvilege h1thcr to denied them but these 
had to be deliver ed t o t he auth~rities at the 
cun:ent market price. At K oenigsbcrg, the 
caJ;nt al . of t he province and the scat of a 
umvers1t y, the Govern ment established works 
where amber was assorted into nearly two 
hundred grades and p r·cparerl. for further 
treatmen~. Chips wer e fused under high 
pre~su,r,e mto compact pieces in the ,. am· 
br01d. or " Pressbernstein " factory, or 
used . m the p_roduction of a great variety of 
varniShes, wtth succinic acid and oil as 
b~-products . The Univet·sity Museum con· 
ta:ms abo~1t t wo ~housand specimens of amber 
wtth van ous a!u mal and vegetable remains 
~m bedd~d, best des a collection of models 
tllustratmg the occm·rcnoc of a,rnbcr ~tnd its 
contained fossils, and of resins rosrmbling 
amber. 
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One Hundred Years! 

THE year just closed marked the centenary 
of The Australian Museum, and to com­
memorate the event a bronze tablet was 

unveiled on December 19th by the Hon. 
T. R. Bavin, K.C., M.L.A., Premier, before a 

. Mr. Bavin., in his speech, referred to the 
Important part played by the Museum in the 
State's life and said that the obligation of the 
State towards the insti ~ution was not being 
adequately met. Thts responsibility was 

• ~--------··-· la:--

Bronze Tablet commemoratin~ T he Australian Museum's Centena ry. 
[Photo- Courtesy of Sydney Daily Telegraph Pictorial. 

gathering including representatives of 
scientific bodies and a number of prominent 
citizens. 

~Ir. Bavin was presented with a war 
boomerang, suitably inscribed, and Mrs. 
Bavin was given a basket of flowers. In 
making the presentation, Sir Charles Rosen­
thal, K .C.B., C.M.G., President of the Board 
of Trustees, deplored the lack of funds which 
prevented the Institution's expansion , and 
the consequent congestion, to which refer­
ence has been made so many times in this 
MAC:AZIN E. Preliminary plans have been 
prepared for extensions to t he William Street 
facade, and it was hoped that the Govern­
ment would make avail able a sum of £30,000, 
spread over a period of, say, three years. 

realised, and the Government would do its 
best in the new financial year, to meet that 
obligation. In the hundred years just passed, 
the State had made a wonderful progress, a 
development in which the Australian Museum 
had taken a prominent part. Perhaps the 
Museum was regarded as a haven of shelter 
to which they could send children on wet 
Saturdays and holidays, yet though it would 
afford them an excellent educational enter­
tainment, it did far more than that, for a 
Museum was a fortress of scientific and 
cult ura l knowledge. 

Associated with its history were the names 
of all men who had taken the lead in the 
scientific development of the State. Its 
trained and competent staff was always 
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ready to answer questions and make investi­
gations helpful to the economic life of the 
community, and performed an invaluable 
service in the combating of disease. I t 
served to inspire and encoUl'age those who 

Survey Trip with H.M.A.R. ' Oer·anium , ., 
The picture showed a phase of the nav· , 
work little known to the public. The offic~r~ 
and crew were shown at work along the cor 1 
reefs and amongst the aborigines of Melvil~e 

The"fResldence of Chief Justice Forbes, in which the Museum was housed 
' from t 836 to 1840. 

[After Bladen-Public Li?rary of NP-w South Wale.<?, Hutoricat ~Votes, 1906. 

were trying to raise the standard of scientific 
knowledge throughout the State. I t deserved 
the support of the Government, and of such 
members of the public as could afford to help. 
He would strongly urge upon the public that 
it should realise the benefit that this institu­
tion was conferring upon the State, and 
endeavour to meet its claims. In conclusion, 
Mr. Bavin conqratulated the trustees and 
staff on the v~ry competent and efficient 
service they were performing. 

A vote of thanks to the Premier was moved 
by Dr. Anderson (Director) and supported 
by a former President Dr. :T .Storie Dixson. 

In the evening a large audience witnessed 
the screening of the film taken by Commander 
H. T. Bennett, D.S.O., R.A.N .. , ~' On a 

Island in the Gulf of Carpentaria. Other 
things shown by the film were the bird-Jife 
on the various islands visited, the shooting 
of crocodiles in the rivers of North Aust.ra.Jia. 
Commander Beru1ett described the scenes 
and incidents in a racy and entertaining 
manner. 

Though 1827 has been accepted as the 
year of the Museum's birth, since Earl 
Bat.hurst in a despatch to Governor Darling 
approved the expenditure of not more t.han 
£200 annually to assist in the developmellt 
of a " Publick Museum," there is e\idencc 
that a Museum was in existence in ydney 
prior to 1825. The Australian Museum has 
had many homes, Hs collections having 
migrated from point to point till they "·ere 
domiciled where they now repose in 1 49. 
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The Late W. E. J. Paradice and The Australian 
Museum. 

BY G. P. W H ITLEY. 

]~or man a lso knoweth not his t ime: as t.h e fis hes t ha t a re ta ken in a n evil r.et;, n nd as t he birds t hat a re 
ra ught in the snat·e ; so a re t he sons o f me n f;na red in an evil t ime, when i t 

fa lleth s u dd 3nly u pon t.hem.- Ecclesiaste$. 

Al\IONG the victims of the terrible 
tmgedy which occurrerl in Sydney 
Harbour on No­

,·~ruber 3rd! 1927, 
' 'hen the steamer 
'l'ahiti struck and sank 
t h~ ferry Gre.lJcl-(ffe, 
·was Surgeon Lieuten­
.ant -Commander Vil. 
E. .J. Paradice, 2\i.B., 
ChJL, R.A.N., an 
Honorary Corres­
pondent of The Aus ­
t.ra.Jian Museum . This 
enthusiastic natur­
alist hn.d for several 
years been associated 
with lVJ use urn officers 
in their scient ific vmrk 
a nd had been regarded 
by them almost as 
<me of t he staff. His 
unassummg disposi­
t ion and steadfast 
friendship endeared 
hi m to them all, whils t 
his capability and wil ­
lingness to perform 
zoological work was 
widely recognised . 

\Vil]ja m tEdwar cl 

There he was able to indnlge to the full his 
ben t for natural history and made large 

collections of marine 
animals for The 
Aust ralian Museum . 
:Mos t of his collections 
yet r emain to be classi­
fied, and the research 
work thereby involved 
will probably take 
several years . Never­
theless, some grou ps 
of animals have al­
ready been dealt ·wi th 
in recen t publications 
of the Queensland and 
Australian i\'Iuseums 
a.nd the Royal Zoo­
logical Society of 
New South V\7ales, and 
a fin e sea snake was 
des cri bed m the 
Proceedings of the 
Zoolog1·cal ociety of 

.John Paradice was 
born in Sydney in 
1897. After a promi­
sing school career, 
during which h e dis-

London, 1926. Dr. 
Paradice, with cha r­
acteristic versatility, 
himself cont ributed 
several papers on 
medical and zoo­
logical subjects, a list 
of which appea.rs in 
the current number of 
t he A'l.tSfmlian Zoo-T he Lat e W. E. ,J . P a r a dice. 

1 Pliot.o-.~ . .ltttsyrave logilit · 

tinguished himself in sport and showed a 
strong liking fol' na ture study, Par adice 
studied medicine a.t. t he University of 
Sydney and graduated in ] 920. Next year , 
he entered the RoyaL Austra lian Na.vy as a 
' urgeon-Lieutenant, and was attached to 
H.~LA .S . Uera;nium in 192:3 and 1924, when , 
under Commander H . T . Bcnnett, D .B .O., 
R.A.N., she carried out sur vey work in 
Queenslanu and t he Northern Territory. 

Dr. Pa.radice was 
an u.cti ve member of the Great Barrier 
R eef In vestigation Committee and wrote an 
importan t paper on the coral reefs of t he 
Ou ter Barrier. In recognition of his valu . 
able work, he was promoted to t he rank of 
Surgeon Lieutenant-Commander in August, 
19:26. In that year, too, he made a hydro­
graphic survey of t he m ud-flats of Ounna­
matta Bay, Port H acking, a rich collectin a 
ground f Ot' marine jnver tebrates. This worl~ 
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which forms a, basis for the future ~tudy of 
the ecology of that interesting locality, was 
carried out in collaboration with At:stralian 
lVIuseum zoologists, who then found Dr. 
Paradice not only a. charming camp com­
panion, hut an excellent cook as well . The 
accompanying picture shows him in working 
attire, pointing to a rock which served as a 
survey base at Gunnamatta on t.hat. occasion . 

Dr. Paradice was President of the Micro­
scopical Society of New South Wales, and a 
Councillor of the :Royal Zoological Society, 
of whose Marine Zoological Section he was 
fhst Secretary and later ' ice-President. 

~Just before his death, Dr . Paraclice had 
been workillg out the life histories of t he 
commoner :fishes of Port Jackson. He ,;vas 
alwaJ S ready to accommodate students of 

The session of lectures conducted dming 
the year just closed, and to which reference 
has been made from t ime to time, has been a 
successful one. There were seventeen even­
ing lectures and these were attended by 
approximately 4,5CO. These figures would 
have been exceeded had our theatre been 
larger for it was necessary to repeat a number 
of the lectures. We have previously men­
tioned the inadequate accommodation of 
this theatre- which was constructed at a 
time '\vhen Syclney's population was much 
smaUer, and consequently audiences also­
and its hampei'ing effect upon an important 
phase of our work. Other than this series 
the:e have been lectmes to the inmates of 
the New South Wales Deaf, Dumb, and 
Blind Institution. These are necessarily 
delivered to limited classes, since each 
member has to handle the object discussed 
and learn its form by gliding the hands over 
it. In all, eight lectures we=e cl~livered to 
11 6. 

marine life in h iu l it,tlc boa t fc, r· u. l ·f> lll~<· tin 11 
trip on the ha.riJCHtr, whPn he would dr Nlgc· 
or net speci m~ns f~> r them, and go to any 
trouble to fulfil thmr want.H. 

A bahy son and wj<low, t o whom heartfelt 
sympathies arc ext ended, are 1dt to motnn 
the loss of Surgeon Licu tcnan t -Commanclct 
Paraclice, whils t his many fri end5 in naval 
and scientific ci rcle<> Hadly miss t he com. 
pany of one who was p lainly on t he thresh­
hold of an unusually hti.Want career . 

His remains V\- eTe interred with full Naval 
honours and in the pTescnce of his scientific 
friends, in ~ •out h H ead Cemetery, over­
looking the harhour whose natural history 
he had studied so assiduously and in whose 
placid waters he had m et his mostuntintely 
fate. 

In a ddition to these there ha;r e been 
lectures to pupils of the State schools, the 
Sydney High School, to inmates of the 
New South Wales Deaf, Dumb and Blind 
Institution and to others, the total atten· 
dance to all Museum lectures amounting to 
10,600. 

On September 2Dth the President of the 
Board of Trustees, ~-..: ir Charles RosenthaJ, 
K.C.B., C.lVI.G., lectured u1Jon his jow·ney 
t hrough the Medite:Tanean countries and 
the BaJkans . Amongst other places the 
lecturer discoursed upon the Trentino countr~·, 
t he Asiago Plateau, Roumanian oilfields, 
and Gallipoli, and described the character­
istics of the people who inha L>it t hese rcgionf:. 

At the Hobart confc.:-ence of the At s­
tralasian Association for t he AdYancement 
of Science, to he held durinO' J am.uu·y, 1'h~ 
Australian Museum will be ~·eprE'scnted b~· 
Dr. G . A. Water·housc, B.R., F .E. .. a 
'J'rustec, and Dr. ChaR . Anclcrsoll, ]\[. :-\ .. 
Directol'. 
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In the Macpherson Range. 

I
N tbe sout l.1-eastern corner of Quem~sland, 

and forming a great natural barr1er be­
t·ween that , tate ar:.d New South W ales, 

there extends as an eastern off-shoot of the 

eo very of the r ange. They state that "A range 
distant scarcely ten miles, and stretching 
from E. by N. to S.E., of elevated bold ap­
pearance, was named Macpherson· s Range, in 

View from near the O'Reillys' home lookin ~ towards New Sout h Wales border. Mount Lindesay's peak and 
Mount Barney's rugged slopes are seen on t h e horizon, while Castle Rock at the end of Hunter's Lookout 

is seen on the left, a nd g ia nt boo·p pines o n the rig ht. [Photo- ..1. MIIS(JJa,;e. 

the Great Dividing Range the rugged moun­
tain system of the Macpher;:;on Range. 

To that ·· Prince of Au stralian Explorer s," 
Allan Cunningham, we owe the discovery of 
the Macpherson Range, for, on t he 3rd 
August, 1828, he, Captain Logan, and 1\llr. 
Frazer stood on the side of Mt. Lindesay and 
looked at a ra.nge some ten mil es distant. 
,'ome old manuscripts preser ved in the Au s­
t ralian Museum r ecord in Allan Cunning­
ham's handwriting his account of the dis-

compliment to Major lVIacpherson of His lVI. 
39th R egt., whilethesouthern extreme, a very 
bluff h ead and a rouud hummock, were cal1ed 
respectively ' Coke· and ' Burrough.' " 

The lVIacpher son Range at its eastern 
extremity runs out into low spurs, but about 
three miles from the sea it commences to 
ascend until it reaches a height of 4,000 
feet, forming ·· a series of peaks and dome­
shaped mountains " which slope ab1·uptJy 
towards New South Wales, and give off on 
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- ----·------------------------------
J{obert" R ]Jlal • 1·au 
111 t he (~uccnHia l 
,~ . I Ill 
~ ' at IOna Park. \\ 

1
, 

lef t Brisbane about 
8.30 a.m. and a 
rived at Bea~~ 
de.·ert in time r01• 

lunch , and were 
t hen driven out to 
' t ockyard C'rcck 

by car , a distance 
of from nineteen tf} 
t wenty mile!i. 
H ere we were met 
hy 1\'Ir. 13crnal'(l 
O'ReilJy with pack 
and saddle horse .. 
But I will diarcsR 
for a moment tl} 
say a word about 
our host . the 
0 R eillys. Origin­
a lly re ·ident:; of 
K ew 'outh \Yale:-;. 

The s teep and narrow path leadin~ down into the Valley of Stockyard Creelc they came to 

the Queen land side a number of long, narrow , 
spur ·, which are usually dignified with the 
names of plateaux, such as the Lamington 
Plateau and l~obert's Plateau. These con­
stiLutc the Queensland Nat ional Park. It 
will be seen that but few streams flow from 
the range into New South Wales, though the 
Tweed and the Richmond Rivers rise in the 
Mac ph ersons. 

On the Queensland side of the Range at 
its ca.·tern end, rise Currumbin and Talle­
hudgera Creeks, and the Nerang and Coomera 
River , which all flow straight to the sea. 
Toward. the western and ·outh-western 
end of the Range, Canungra, Stockyard, 
)loran's, Waterfall , and Running Creek. 
alternate with t he . purs given off from t he 
Range, and Aow into the Albert Ri:er . In 
addition to t hese . t reams are the R1ght and 
Left branches of t he Albert. 

The spurs and t he mountai11s of the Laming­
ington and Robert's P lateaux include 47 ,COO 
acres of densely wocded country , and the 
guide-book, The National Park of Queensland 
states, " There is one vast unbroken jungle 
from the head of Currumbin to the source of 
t he Richmond River near Mount Lindesay. '' 

Last midsummer , l\Ir. P. A. Gilbert and I 
left Bri. banc for the O'Reillys· farm at 

l l' hnto- . t . .llttxorarr. Robert' Plateau 
13 years ago. 'rh <~ 

Plateau had been su bdivided into selections. 
and the O'Reillys, who had lived in the Blue 
Mountains, were quick to realise the poten· 
t ial ities of the place, and took the first foul" 
hoidings. Th e other holdinO's were then 
withdra\vn, and the Queensl~nd National 
Park came into existence. Thus the 
O'R e;llys were left literaUy in the air,3,100 
feet to be exact, with no road and " ith den. e 
jungle a ll around them and eighteen mile:<. 
fwm the nearest town of Kerry. The 
magnificent v iews now obtainable fi·om th E> 
ridge on. '~· hi eh t heir home is placed, woulcl 
not l~e vts1ble were it not for their energy in 
clearmg a way t he ~cru b. \Ve had en•r,r 
opportunity of judg ing t he r esul ts of their 
industr~· as our horses t rudged up thE' 
mountain !iide. The path, which is wide 
enough only for a single horse, has bren 
built ent irc1y by the O'Rcillys. It wind: 
up the side of a spur d ividi;1g the ,·alley 
of Stockyard Creek from t he H orseshoe 
l3luf! U orgc. ~tncl in phwes is very Htcep. 
As 1t n eat's the summit t he ridae m:tn'O\I'S. 

0 

to a razor -back and t he path c1in11s to the 
side ?f Stockyard 'reek. · Though

0
the des· 

cent mto the valley is not sheer, it iti vrr,r 
abrupt, a nd th<' ~;ides of the mountain nre­
coverf'd with gra~s so t hat nothing could 
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" Lignum vitae, " V it ex li gnum- Vitae, a n inhabitant of 
the r a in rorest of the Macpherson Range. 

! Photo.- A . M wmrarr. 

save one if one's hor. ·e stumbled over the 
side. In the pa.-t, cattle have been lost over 
the edge, owing to frighten ed anima ls turning 
.-ucldenly and jostl ing one anoth er into the 
,·alley . The valley of • tockyard Cr eek is 
one of the most beautifully wooded 
r have ever .·een. The d ominan t 
tree i.- t he Brisba.n e or Brush Box 
( Tristania ronferta), which grows 
to a great height and is the 
largest t ree in t he Park accord ing 
to Mr. Tom O'Reilly, the next 
in size being the Giant Nettle 
(Lctpm·tea gigas). Stock yal'd 
Creek Aows into t he Albcrt Ri,·er , 
into which most of t he creek::; 
hereabou t fiow. 

magnifiecnt specimen of a Hoop Pin f>, the 
.. Lonesome Pine,'' af\ it is term<>d. 

SOM E BAL--.il'ORES'l' PLA~ 'l'!:; . 

On t he road a long which we paF=sed to the 
O'Rcillys house, l later photog1·aphecl :-;ome 
rain-forest t rees which are ty picaJ of t he 
Park and its moist conditions. 

Some of t hese tree!:l are characterised by 
the possession of cba.nnellcd or fluted barrel.-, 
and a good exa mple i.- afforded l>y the 
.. lignum-vitae,' ' a tall tree which grom:; in 
the North Coast district of New ~outh 
vVales and t he Coast district near Bl'isbane. 
1 t takes its vernacular name from its specific 
Latin name, which was given it by A. llan 
Cunning ham, who named it I ··it ex lign-um­
n:tae. The wood is stat ed to b<' hard and 
tough and suitable for cabi110t \\'Ol'k 

In a recen t paper , .Mr. W. D . h·anci:-;, 
Assistant Government Eotanil3t of Qucen:­
land , states that, .. one of the most impres­
sive features of lu xuriant rain-foresta i~ the 
wide buttresses or plank buttresscB wl1ich 
radiate from t he ba.-e. of t he stems of certa in 
~peci es of trees. These buttressed. trees 
abound in dense rain -forests in tropical and 
sub-tropical parts of the world. The 
Queensland buttressed trees. with the excep­
tion of ( 'en:ops candollea,n,a . a mangrove, are 
r ain-forest species and all of the C~ueenslaml 
buttressed species, with one exception h<'long 

At the top of the ridge the 
track entel's the first of the 
O'Reilly selections, where the 
forest has been cu t d own and the 
Jand cleared for cattle to gr aze. 
'Then it passes t.hrough magnifi­
cent brush , typical ra in-forest 
country , until it comes out agaiJ1 
into a wide open space cleai·cd 
of a ll t imber except for a 

A Uooyon~. or Cr ow's Foot Elm: T a rrietia :u gyr ode odron var . 
lrifoli a ta, w h ose buttressed r oots t ypify the r a in-forest conclitlon 

unde r which il lives . 
I Photo. .1. ,l/ u_.,,""~'· 
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hc<·n diHc·on·red h.v a IJf)lani~t. 
The lu '-ll riancc of the plant lift· i~ 
undoubtedly du <' to the great 
rainfa ll and the decompo:-.ition of 
t h<.' ,·olcanic rock called anclesitc•. 
1 n the vicinity of the house are 
g r anit<.'-likc outcrops of these 
~tndc:-;ite boulders. 

RAI~. 

The O'Heillys' home. built of scr ub t im b ers, command~ fin e v iews 
over the :'\tacphers on Range. 

\¥h en we arrived in Qucen:i· 
land , the Rtate was in the throe: 
of a fierce drought, and as we 
cros~od th e famous .Darling 
Downs, "vhich, by the 'Ya.v, were 
(liscnver ed by Allan Cunningham 
the year preceding his di ·co,·er,r 
of 1 he l\Iacpherson Range, we 
noticed that the countrr wa~ 
parrhC'd and dry ' and numerous 
whirl wind: of du ·t were to be .. een 
on each side of the line. ~-\ the 

[Photo.- .1. .lllliJUTClt'l'. 

to uencra which arc represented iu the Indo­
)[ala\'an rrgion. 'J'hc buttre ~es are not 
conli;1cd to any single natural order of 
plantl.;, but occur. in peeie an~ genera of 
natural orders wh1ch arc often 'ndely separ­
ated from one another ... 

Bc.~iclc the road grew a splendid example 
of a Rooyona, or Crow's Foot. Elm ( Ta-rrietia 
argyrocle;IClm~~ var. tnfoliata), which 1\Ir. 
l~'rancis points out, .. 1s one of the most 
com mon and rnost widely distributed of all 
the Queensland buttressed trees, as it abounds 
in rain-form;ts in Northern and Southern 
part · of the flta~e. .. . 

Ln our excur ·tons mto the scrubs vYe fre­
quently came acro ··the limbs of trees thickly 
encased with ueh well-known ferns as 
'tag· · Horn and Hare's Foot. These para­

site- laden limbs u!'uall~, crash to the ground 
after henn' rain , the absorption of so much 
moi ·ture by the fern · placing too seYer e a 
strain on the branch. Perhaps the eom­
mon<.'st of these parasitic plants at Robert' s 
Plateau is the Bird's Nest Fern (A~plenilun 
11idus). which occUI'S in number~ on. the 
trunks of trees and even on hangmg VInes. 
Rome of them cling to the side of a tree 
t r·unk while others completely envelop the 
:;;tem.' The Bird's NcRt Fern has a wide Tange 
from tropical Asia to t he Pacific islan~s~ a:nd 
occurs in t.hc coa. tal district and the D1v1<i.mg 
Range of Queensland and New South Wa:lcs. 
In view of the great wea.lth of the vegetahon , 
it is only fitting that t he range should have 

train drew into Ips\\'ieh station the drought 
broke, and we arrh·ed in ]ri. bane after 
passing through rain-squall . .Xext day the 
rain-cloud held their burden until we 'n're 
·afelv en. coneccl in the o·ReilJr cottaae. 
and 'then the rain dcscenderl in earnest and 
the week which followed was one of the most 
miserable we have experienced. \Ye \\'ere 
marooned thus fOl' a week. and \\'ben we 
could stand the enforced idleness no longer 
and went out for a walk, we would rctmn 
with sopping c lothes and sodden boots. 
l~ach day we read. the rain-gauge. and car<'· 
fully r ecorded the numhcr of point::: from the 
day·s disma-l d ownpours. 

P ill m i ll ipede Cyllosom e ll o, f ront Robcrt's Ptntcou· 
1 Photo. . I. .llll"~'1r11 rt. 
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Brush Cockr oaches Panesthia laevicollis t op, P. 
sustralis mid dle, P. tryoni bottom, from the Mac­

p berson Range. 
[Photo.- .!. J1usgrcw t? . 

In 1925, 92 inches of r ain fell at Robert's 
Plateau: and up to 17th D ecember , 1927, only 
-1:2.39 inches had fallen for the yeal', so that 
the rain had a d eficit to make up before the 
year ended. vVe considered that it did 
everything in its power to r egain its former 
status, for during our visit from the l 4th to 
tbe :Z()th December, ovei· 13 inches fell , and 
during the week we were imprisoned over 
12 inches were recorde:i. We bad no reason 
to doubt that we were living in the midst of 
a rain-forest. 

At the o·Reilly"s we met Mr. Rowland 
Illidge, t he veteran Qu eensland naturalist. 
His three sons were camped about a mile 
away in one of the O'R eillys' old huts, and 
they later joined us in excur sions. We were 
very fortunate in having l\fr. Jllidge as a 
companion during the wet weather, for be 
kept us entertained with stories of the Park, 
which he has visited on manv occasions, ::.tnd 
he was a mine of informatio'll as to its bird­
life and entomology. 

The O'Reillys' home is b uilt entir ely of 
native woods from the neighbouring scru bs, 
and in order tha.t it should wit hstand the 

17:3 

buffetings of the sout.herl:v gales, anti-cyclone 
posts, with their bases sunk four feet into the 
ground, are placed in t he corner of every 
room. 

From this haven of refuge we made our 
excursions into the jungle to observe the 
birds, and to collect insects. Despite the 
fact t.hat the rain forced us to remain indoors 
for the greater part of our stay, I was ab1e to 
bring a·way about 500 insects for the lVIuseum 
collection. Among the insects noted in the 
Park was the Bil·d 's \¥ing Butterfly (Tro·ides 
p·riarnus su bsp. richnwnd·ius), a species occur­
ing also at Tambourine Mountain, and about 
which I have written in my article on Tam­
bourine Mountain in the AuSTRALIAN 

MusEmvr lVIAcGAZINE for July-September , 
1926. 

In bright sunny weather numbers of small 
Scarabaeid beetles were to be seen flying 
about ; they seemed to be attracted by 
anything of a. whitish nature, and they 
occurred in hundreds on t.op of a stump, the 
d ecaying whitish wood proving an irresistible 
lure for them, while the ·wool of sheep grazing 
near the house, contained ma,ny examples 
which had become entangled. During the 
noon-day heat, 'vhen a nerce glare radiated 
from the corrugated iron roof, they kept up 
an incessant tattoo on the shining iron, which 
recalled to us the only too-familiar sound of 
ra.in-drops. This beetle has been determined 
by lVIr. A. WL Lea as Cheiragra vittat~J,. 

COLLEC'l'ING IN THE RAIN. 

Between showers ·we sometimes ventured 
forth to collect in the dripping jungle near 
the house. The majority of insects are not 
visible, bu t in the scrub numbers of beetles, 
chiefly weevils of the genus Po1·opterus, come 
from under bark and logs and wander over 
the surface of t h e tree- trunks. Their dark 
colouration harmonizes as a rule with their 
surroundings, but some are fairly conspic­
uous. 

Under d ecaying Jogs we encountered the 
quaint pi11-millipedes. These measure about 
an inch and a half in length and have hard, 
round, dorsal plates and head and tail plates. 
When disturbed t.hey roll themselves into a 
ball presenting the hard: shining plates 
which serve effectively to protect them. 
They r emain thus for some t ime, when thev 
may be observed to unroll slowly and the~ 
creep away. lVIillipedes may be at once dis­
tinguished from the centipedes by the fact 
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Standing on Hunter's Lookout a ma~nlficent view is obtained of the d e n sely wooded valley or the ldt 
branch of the Albert Rh·e r , and the Mountains o f the New South W ales border. 

that they have t wo pairR of legs to each seg­
ment , whereas centipedes possess only a 
:;ingle pair to each segment. Millipedes are 
qu it" hai·mless, except for a fluid which some 
of the . pccies sem·ete, and they are sluggish 
in thci1· mo\·cmcnt~ and feed on yegetahle 
matter. Centipede· are acti\"e anti prcd a­
c·eous and arc capable of in fl ict ing a po!sonot&S 
bite. 

rndct• the wet rott ing logs in the scru h in 
C'Ompan~· with t he pill-milliperle , were many 
specimens of cockroaches of the genu s 
Pane.tlzia, which was r C'pr esented by t hree 
species, P. laevicollis, P. australis, and P. 
lryoni. This last-named species was qu ite 
new to t he' ~luseum collection, and was 
clc. cribC'd as recent ly as 191 R by Dr. Eland 
,'haw from ·pecimcns taken at the L amin<Yton 
~lateau by Mr. Henry Try on, fOTt>mer 
Go~·ernmcnt Entomologist of Queensland. 
Thts species is wingless. The winged 
~orms, P. laevicollis and P. austrab's, are 
mteresting for t he faot that they oYerlap 

P'h 110- A . .1/111!/IIIU. 

in their r ange in t he New England di:trict. 
for t h e form er s p ecies occurs in Queensland 
a nd t he not t hern parts of New South \Yalrs. 
and t he latter in \ ietor ia and northern Kew 
Rou t.h \ iV a le .. They rescm ble one another rerr 
clo ·e ly. , ome o{ t he s pecimen we collrrt~l 
had fu lly d C'\'Cioped wing .. whi le other:; had 
only vestigC'H of the wings remaining. Thi~ 
Htate of wing le~~nc~ i. due to their habit of 
eating one another's wing.·, a Dr. Shaw ha!' 
pointed ou t. 1 Th i:-; wingle". condition 
enab les t hem to move ahout with grratcr 
caRC' under dC'caying bark and in th~ holr:; 
in decayed Jogs in which they li ve. 

II COP P LN J··s. 

'r o\>\rning t he r id gf's on the C in l,auclnnd 
•enungl'a Creek sid e, a rc forC'sh; of the Hoop 

pine, A1·aucaria cunninqhamii. which do1~11' 
' ('t' nutc t he SUJTO tt ndinJ! t n'cs and udd 1t ~p• 

I ~ I j l(llf ..,httw. l 'ict. Not .. ~x~i. 7. llll~: 1lJII 

Linn. •'-'oc. N ........ lr nhw, L .. :1, I'· :!0~. I !l :!~i. 
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put·poses. It extends .into Kcw 
South Wales as far sou t.h as the 
Bellenger River. 

The big · · Lonesome Pine · · 
near the O'Reillys· was measured 
by Mr. Gilbert, and the trun k 
was found to he ~ feet 8 inch<'s 
in diameter , and l 0 feet 11 inches 
h1 circu mference. Its branches 
were laden \\'ith many epiphytic 
p lants. 

GENERAL TOPOGRAPH Y. 

A week after our arrival at 
Rober t · s Plateau we awoke one 
morning to find the sun shining 
on the distant mountains. From 
the verand ah we could see 'Mount 
Lindesay, 4,000 feet, n1ount Bar­
ney, 4,300 feet, Mount Huntle~7 , 
4 ,200 feet, Spicer' s Peak ancl 
Mount Maroon away in the dis­
t ance, while nearer Hunter's 
Lookout, Castle Rock, and the 
spurs given off £Tom Razor-back 
Mountain and Widgee Mount.ain 
showed plainly in the rays of t he 
morning sun. 

Moran's Falls, 300 feet hi gh, b y means o f which the wate rs of 
Mora.n's Creek leave Robert's Plateau o n their way to j oin the 

Albert River. 

On the northern side of t hc 
ridge on which the house is placed , 
the groun d slopes away to Can­
ungra Creek and we looked over 
a perfect maze of mountains and 
ravines towards Tambourine 
Mountain, Mount " ' it heren and 
t he distant Pacific . 

f Photo.- A. M 1u;{1rave. 

of variety to the scenery . The average heig ht 
of the Hoop pine is said to be 150 feet , so it is 
singularly appropriate t hat such a g iant 
among the tr ees of t he P ark should bear for 
its specific name t h a t of its d iscover er. 
Ouring his :fi rst overla nd journey in 1827 , 
dming ,June of t h at year , Allan Cunningh a.m 
wrote : .. Dense hrush y fore~ts, clothing the 
bases of t he lateral ridges, immediat ely over­
hanging our encampmen t, wer e pr odu ctive 
of a number of cul'ious p lants n ot before 
known, and it was in these shades I first. 
clearly and satisfactorily recognised th e 
Pine (Araucarin) which I h ad for merly 
observed in greate~ numbers in the d ark 
brushes of t he Brisbane R iver. " The Hoop 
pine is one of our most useful t rees ; it has 
been the butter box pr oducer for New South 
Wales in t he past., and has been p u t to ot her 

I n the valley between Hunter's Lookout 
and the spur on whlch t he house stands, 
fl ows Mm·an·s Creek , which rises in the 
Ranges not far away. The scrub has been 
permitted to stand in t he creek bed and 
here we saw trees festooned with vines 
and lad en with orchids and ferns. Moran·s 
Creek leaves the plateau by falling 300 
feet into Moran 's Gorge and it ul timately 
junctions with the Alber t River ; t he Creek 
was in f1ood when I secured the photograph , 
owing t o t he week's constant rain, and the 
fall s looked magnificent as a result. 

T he :fi rst day after t he week's almost con­
t inuous downpour , Mr. Tom O'Reilly led a 
party consisting of the three Illidge boys, 
Mr_ Gilber t and myself to the mountains of 
the New South Wales border. The views 
into New South Wales from the peaks of t he 
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Amon~ t he mists on the roaj to Mount Bithong abe l. 
Mr. Tom O'Rclllv resting on hjs brus h book looks at the 

Old Man's Beard Moss hangin~ from t he trees . 
· 1 Photo-A . .1/usyrane. 

::\Iacpherson Range prmide t:ome of the most 
Ymndcdul scenery in Australia. 

The road led through dense forest country 
at the hmv1 of Moran· s Cr eek and the left 
branch of the Atbert River , and passed 
through one of the O'Reilly selections. In a 
hut on this selection , :Nir. S. tfackson , the 
,,.<.'ll-lmown biJ:d collector for the late H. L. 
vVhite, of ·· Belltrees,·' Rcone, lived while 
studying the bird life of the Queensland 
"Xational Park. i\fr. J ackson named the 
hut ··The Ark,"' because it. rained for forty 
da~Ts and fo ty night: while he was camped 
Ln ·i t. It is about six miles from the O'Reillys' 
hou e to the border . and the track has been 
cleared by the O'R cillys, though we fre­
quently came acro~s windfallen t rees and a 
track had to be made around them to permit 
the horses to get past. 

At 3,500 feet we came to the beech forests; 
the trees here were '·bearded with moss," 
and massive and venerable in appearance. 
As we near~d ·Mount Bitbongabe1 we turned 
off to t he left, and eventually arrived at l\llount 
Wanungera, 4,000 feet in height. H ere we 
emerged from a wonderful grove of beeches 
to gaze down into the Va1ley of the Tweed. 

--· 
On a soconcl v isit. to th? IJc)l'(l<•r we we1e 

r ewarded with g lonouB vlews fl-om )fount 
Bithoncrabcl and could even Hcc the waves of 
the Pa~ifio breaking in the distance. l'he 
l\1a cphcrson R ange here is ,'.shaped and 
sends out spu rs eo that n perfect maze of 
mountains is t he r esult , all densely wooded., 
no matter how sheer their sides may be. 
On our left la~1 Mount Merino, on onr right 
was 1\t[ount Cominan, 3,100 feet, ~Iount 
Ourigan; :~ ,550 feet, l\1ount Throakban, :~ ,6iO 
feet, which send: out a . pur to Widgee 
1\i ountaio, and :l\Iount Worenclo, 3,640 feet, 
connected by a 1idge wit.h Razor-hack l\Ioun. 
tain. Ahead of u. in New South Wale" lav 
:\1onn t Warning. T he right branch of th.e 
Alber t R iver rises n ear Mount Durigan, and 
t he source of the l e~t b1anch of tl1e Albert is 
near :Mounts Eithongahel and Comjnan. 

T HE .-\.NTARCTIC BEECII. 

The most interesting tree in the Queensland 
National Park~ is the Antarctic Beech as they 
call it, but whir;h in New Routll Wa~es is 
known as the Negro H ead, ~Yothofagus 
moore? . 

This tree occurs only above an altitude of 
3,500 feet , and in New 1 outh vVa,les is found 
at Barrington Tops, the Dorrigo, and other 
elevated spots in t he North Coast district. 

IJl some of t he trees at R obert"s Plateau. 
t he girth at t he butt \vas from 30 to -!0 feet. 
but their innermost parts were usually 
decayerl and ea.tcn away, giving rise to dark. 
mysterious cavities filled with rotting clebri · 
These trees are r eputed to be of tremendotr· 
age, 3,000 years is one estimate, and though 
these :figuTes may be exaggerated, the trees 
certainly impress one as being of great 
antiquity . They are t he veterans of count· 
less storms, t heir limbs weighed down .rith 
Beech Orchids, Dendrobi~tm.falcoro lmm, a1HI 
their trunks covered with mosses and ferns. 

One which I photographed at l\[t. Wan· 
ungera had its base large and solid, the t.rnnk 
being q uite slender in proportion to the basal 
part. According to .l\Lr. O"R.eilly, this con· 
clition indicated that the crround '~'as formerlY 

0 

higher than it is now, but t he earth has been 
washed away 1ea.ving t he roots exposed. 
This feature is quite common among tbe 
beeche& and some of the roots !\1"0 front 
twelve to fifteen feet, front t he ground. 

The dark -green fo lia.g of t.h.c beorhrs was 
not seen to ad vant.}l.ge in t hr rlt~nst> fon'st, 



The Antarctic Beech Trees N othofag us moorei are 
extremely old and their bases and limbs are bearded 
wi1 h moss a nd ferns . The earth has been washed away 

from t heir roots, leaving 1bem exposed. 
l Phot :>- A. J/ w~yra ve. 

but once out at the clearing at 1\It. vVanungera 
or )It. Bithongabel, one \vas able to get. some 
idea of the graceful appearance of the tree 
and tlu• extent of its foliage. The leaves of 
the beeches were attacked by a Bmall metallic 
gl'een , 'carabaeid beetle, D1:phucephala 
richmo d£a , harclly a single leaf e;ccurring 
which was not damaged to some extent by 
the bret le. 

THE QCEE:\SLAND W ... \ RAT.•\lf . 

On the slopes of the mountains of the Ne\Y 
Routh ·wales horder, we saw growing t h<' 
beautiful Quec:nsland vVaratah (En1botlvrium, 
wirkhami var . pinnal a), a plant which occurs 
in Now South V\-ales jn t he: D orrigo, and 
which is kno\\TJl also as t he Reel Hi lky Oak. 
It LS placed in a di fferent gen us to that of the 
New I 'outh vValcs ·waratah, and gi'(Y\\'S to be 
quite a tall tree . The flowet s g r ow in 
bunches. and beina scarlet in rolour , make > 0 

qui te a beautiful ~ight a~ainst. t h e dark 
foliage of the beeches. The plant was filst 
described ft om specimens ta.kcn at Bellenden 
Ker in north Queensland. Jt was then 
foun(l gl'owing in the D o1·rigo, N . R. \!Vales, 

l7H 

and has since heen notc:d fl·om the :\Iac­
phe:·son Range. 

Tlm RUFOUS :-5CR VH THRD. 

The dense jungle near the B01dc:r is the 
homo of two rare and interesting bird:, the 
RHfou.s Rcrub Bird and the Olire v\'histler, 
which possess respecti ,•ely the brightest and 
the most momnfu 1 notes of all the bii ds 
f req uenting t hese damp moss-clad forests. 

'fhc Hnfous 1.'crub 1:3ird is about the size 
of a robin. and occms on lv in mountainous 
country \rhcre the j ungl~· is densc!'t. :\Iy 
fi rst meeting with it had be0n at Blue Gum 
Knob in the Upper Chichester \'alley, near 
Dungog, some years ago, where through the 
zeal of my friend l\Ir . . f. f ' . P. Ramsay, son of 
Dr. E. P . Ramsay, who first dcsctibecl the 
bird, I was able to ha,·c a. few momentary 
glimpses of this a,·ian ra!ity . The bird 
frequenting the Queensland National Park 
was considered by the late l\Ir. H. L. White 
to constitute a new su b-species, and he gaYe 
it the n a me of At1·-ichornis rujPEcen.s sub-sp . 
jacksoni1 in honour of the co llector :J[r . 1 'id. 
W . .Tackson. 

To get even a glimpse of this tiny bird is a 
distinct achievement, and fl:'w ornithologists 

The Q ueens land Waratah Embol hrium wickhami 
var. pinn a1a , which g r o"s among the beech trees on 
1he s lopes o f the Macpherson Ran~e a t a n alti tude of 

4000 feet. 
[ l'l1olo-...t . .l/ 111'(/.ll l't'. 
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have set eyes on it. Hopping always under 
the leaves of low-growing plants and by the 
sides of logs, it never exposes itself unneces­
sarily for an instant. Its movements are 
very mouse-like, as Mr. A. H. Chisholm and 
Mr. S. \IV. Jackson, who have studied it here, 
have pointed out. 

On the road to the border we had the good 
fortune to hear and see the Scrub Bird, and 
lVIr. Gilbert, who is a keen ornit hologist, was 
able to make its acquaintance for the first 
time. 

The notes of the Scrub Bird are very loud, 
out of all proportion to the size of the 
bird, and the scrubs resound when the bird 
gives forth its ringing, deafening call of 
"Chip, Chip, Chip, Chip .. , 

THE OLIVE \"VRISTLER. 

Among t he beech forests we also heard the 
moumful notes of the Olive WlUstler, 
Pachycephala olivacea. This bird occurs in 
Tasmania as well as the eastern Australian 
States, but the form occurring in the Mac­
pherson Ranges is regarded as a sub­
s pecies, macphersonianus. In The Emu for 

-
April, l 921, Mr .. Jack~on gi.vcs an in.torcating 
account of his field ex pcncnccs w1th these 
birds. Of its song he says : .. The bird had 
a variety of notes. One very sweet one was 
a slow soft and long-drawn-out call rcsem-

' ' ' Th blinO' ' P -e-e-p - p-o-o-o-o. ese notes were 
rend:"'ered slowly, and t he ' P-e-e-p' was 
rather high pitched, while the ' P-o-o-o-o ' 
was a low note .. " Unlike Mr. Jackson we 
were not privileged to see the bird. but its 
sad and weary cries of " Pee-po " haunted 
us as we rode among the rotting trunks of the 
beeches on the way to the border. 

* * * * 
Such then are some of the wonders of the 

Macpherson Range awaiting t hose who care 
to venture in quest of them. This wonderful 
National Park, which fortunately is so far 
distant from any large town that its natural 
beauties are untarnished, stands as a monu· 
ment to those far -seeing people who were 
responsible for its reservation. To the late 
Hon. H. M. Collins, and to lVfr. Rorneo Lahey 
is due the credit for the preservation for 
posterity of this unique pie9e of Australia. 


